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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Preface 

In 2012 I led our Wednesday evening Bible study group at Endeavour Christian Gathering through 

the book of Daniel. These are my "teacher's notes".  

For these studies on Daniel I am greatly indebted to the work and writings of many others. Among 

many other commentaries and books, here is the bibliography on which I heavily relied:  
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Introduction 

The Book of Daniel tends to be both familiar and unfamiliar to most Christians. The stories of 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace and Daniel in the lion’s den are among the 

most well-known Bible stories, even in this present age of widespread biblical illiteracy. 

These well-known stories display Daniel and his exiled Jewish friends standing firm for the Lord in 

the face of great adversity and hardship and so the average Christian has been taught to read those 

stories in a rather moralistic way in order to encourage them to “dare to be a Daniel” and live for 

Christ in a hostile world. 

I don’t deny that this is part of their purpose. The first six chapters of Daniel provide very clear 

models for believers living in an alien world (as we are), showing them how they can live in and 

serve the culture in which they find themselves and at the same time, live holy lives—lives that are 

distinctive from the culture around them. 

But the six chapters in the second half of the book of Daniel (chapters 7-12) tend to be rather 

daunting to the average believer and, as a result, they are often avoided. To the extent that the first 

half of Daniel is well-known, the second half of Daniel tends to be unknown. 

Well, I hope to remedy that problem in these studies! 

The Background of the Book of Daniel 

Where does the Book of Daniel fit in to the Bible? 

It is one of the “major prophets,” a term that has nothing to do with the importance of its message, 

but just means that it’s one of the longer prophetic books in the Old Testament, which also includes 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations and Ezekiel. 

When was it written? 

The book of Daniel, named after and written by Daniel in the sixth century B.C. and records the 

events of his life and the visions that he saw from the time of his exile in 605 (1:1) until the third 

year of King Cyrus in 536 B.C. (10:1). 

What’s going on in the history of God’s people? 

See Daniel 1:1-2. 

Because of their sin, in particular, their idolatry, the people of God are facing judgement just as God 

promised would take place if they rejected Him. Jerusalem has fallen (destroyed in 586 B.C., which 
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was actually the third time that Nebuchadnezzar had attached Judah) Daniel (whose name means 

“God is my Judge”), and the rest of God’s people, are living in exile in Babylon. 

It’s interesting to note that there’s a degeneration taking place at this present time in Israel’s 

history. 

Here’s how Graeme Goldsworthy puts it: 
“That which God generated at the beginning degenerated through the fall of mankind. Redemption 

and salvation are seen as the process of regeneration which affects the whole degenerated creation 

including mankind. Thus the captivity in Egypt is an historical experience which underlines the reality 

of the fall into sin and the ejection from the kingdom of God as it was experienced in the garden of 

Eden. Redemption from Egypt into the promised land, the land flowing with milk and honey, is a 

picture of a return to Eden. The kingship of David recalls the rule or dominion which God gave to 

Adam in Eden.” 

But what’s happened now in Israel’s history? 

They’ve rebelled against God. They’ve rejected Him. As a result, they’ve been removed from that 

wonderful promised land. It’s like a reversal – now there’s been an exodus back into captivity. 

But things are not always as they seem. 

The Big Picture in Daniel 

What’s the book about? What are the key themes? 

Let me start by saying that again: things are not always as they seem. 

It would seem that the enemies of God’s people—like the Babylonians—had won. It would seem 

that they had more power than God. Otherwise, if you’re not familiar with the big picture, why had 

God’s people lost to them in war? Why were the walls of Jerusalem destroyed? Why was the 

temple demolished? Why are God’s people now in captivity in Babylon? Why are they suffering? 

Where are God’s promises? Where is His ability to accomplish all His holy will? 

But things are not always as they seem. 

The book of Daniel is full of teaching to remind us that God is the highest King over all. Whatever 

the circumstances, God will always have the victory. His kingdom will be firmly established and He 

reigns over all. 

So there’s great hope. We’re going to see promises of restoration. God’s people did reject Him. His 

judgement was pronounced on them. Yet, God gives them hope, as He always does, based not on 

their own works, but based on the unconditional nature of God’s commitment and faithfulness to 

His covenant. He will keep His promises. 
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So, the central theme of the book of Daniel is God's sovereignty over history and empires, setting 

up and removing kings as he pleases (2:20-23; 4:34–37). 

That’s the main idea and as we go through the book of Daniel it’s important that we keep that main 

idea in mind. We must be careful not to lose the main idea by focussing on the peripheral issues 

that we’re going to encounter. 

Here’s how Gleason L. Archer puts it in the Expositor’s Bible Commentary: 
“The principal theological emphasis in Daniel is the absolute sovereignty of Yahweh, the God of 

Israel. At a time when it seemed to all the world that his cause was lost and that the gods of the 

heathen had triumphed, causing his temple to be burned to the ground, it pleased the Lord strikingly 

and unmistakably to display his omnipotence. The theme running through the whole book is that 

the fortunes of kings and the affairs of men are subject to God’s decrees, and that he is able to 

accomplish his will despite the most determined opposition of the mightiest potentates on earth.” 

Let me develop that theme a little bit: 

Another way of describing that theme is “the kingdom of God”. What we see in Daniel is God’s 

kingdom especially in contrast to all the other kingdoms of the world. God sovereignly rules over all 

the empires of the world throughout history. He sovereignly raises up kings and earthly kingdoms 

and He sovereignly brings them down to nothing. He rules over these pagan kingdoms with the 

intention of bringing in his own kingdom. All of the kingdoms of this world will come to an end and 

will be replaced by the Lord's kingdom, which will never pass away (2:44; 7:27). 

That’s the big picture. 

What are some other key themes found in Daniel? (Some of these will overlap.) 

 Although trials and difficulties will continue for God’s people, right up to the very end, those 

who are faithful will be raised to glory, honour, and everlasting life in this final kingdom 

(Dan. 12:1–3). 

 We also see that it is possible to live a faithful life in exile, surrounded by pagan influences 

and propaganda, if one sets one's mind to serving the Lord wholeheartedly (Dan. 1). 

 God can vindicate his faithful servants in front of pagan rulers by giving them unusual 

wisdom and insight into divine mysteries and by miraculously protecting them against the 

enmity of their pagan neighbours (Dan. 2; 3; 6). Nevertheless, divine rescue from 

martyrdom cannot be assumed (Dan. 3:16–18). 

 God humbles the proud and raises up the humble, and as I’ve pointed out, even the hearts 

of the greatest kings are under his control (Dan. 4; 5). 

There are a few other things we can say by way of introduction: 

 The book of Daniel is an exciting book! It’s no wonder that children have always enjoyed 

many of its stories like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, Daniel in the lion’s den and the 

writing on Belshazzar’s wall. 
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 The book of Daniel is the key to other parts of Scripture.  It helps us to understand Matthew 

24, Mark 13, 2 Thessalonians, as well as the Book of Revelation. 

 And unfortunately, Daniel is a book that has divided good, Bible-believing Christians.  The 

book of Daniel must be studied in an atmosphere of love and graciousness towards other 

bible-believing Christians. Yet unfortunately it has to be said that the Book of Daniel has 

always been a playground for the kind of person who has extravagant and weird ideas about 

his ability to decipher the future by using the Scriptures in an eccentric manner. The cults 

often make a lot of use of the Book of Daniel. Seventh Day Adventists like it. Anyone who 

has peculiar views about prophecy is likely to make a lot of the book of Daniel. It is 

dangerous to get intellectual enjoyment by playing a kind of jig-saw puzzle with the Bible. 

Some people love debates over interpretation. They feel they are very spiritual because 

they love discussing prophecies. But remember that the Pharisees were great Bible scholars! 

It is possible to enjoy “Bible-study” in this way - but it is entirely intellectual and entirely 

useless. 

There are some questions people have raised about the authorship and date of the book of Daniel, 

but I don’t really feel that it’s necessary to go into all of that. All I need to say is that the book of 

Daniel has been a battleground between those who have a sceptical attitude to the Bible and those 

who believe what it says.  It claims to be a record of what happened in the sixth century. Yet there 

are predictions that run forward into the Greek and Romans empires, and they do so with great 

accuracy. So, sceptical people tend to say, “This cannot happen.  It is too miraculous.  Daniel must 

have been written after the events which it predicts.”  And yet Daniel has stood up well as modern 

discoveries have been made. 

For example, in chapter 5 we have a king called Belshazzar.  There was a time when people said 

'There is no such king as Belshazzar.  There cannot be because we know every Babylonian king that 

there is'.  Then one day an archaeologist discovered references to Belshazzar; it turned out that he 

was a king's son. 

And there are many other examples like this. 
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Summary of the Book of Daniel 

Now let me give you a quick summary of the book of Daniel. 

It’s pretty short if you compare to other Major Prophets like Isaiah and Ezekiel – only 12 chapters. 

The first six chapters of the book contain six stories (one per chapter) written in the third person. 

The first four chapters occur during the reign of the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar, chapter 5 

takes places during the reign of Belshazzar, and chapter 6 happens during the reign of Darius the 

Mede. 

The final six chapters (7-12) consist mostly of visions that Daniel has about the future. They’re 

written in the first person (Daniel says “I” in those chapters). 

Chapter 1: the famous story about the four young Hebrew men who refuse to eat the king’s food 

set before them and eat the food of their choice. 

Chapter 2: King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream that he wants interpreted, yet he insists that his wise 

men must interpret the dream without being told what happened in the dream. None of the 

Babylonian wise men can give him either the dream or its interpretation. But God give Daniel both. 

Chapter 3: the famous story of Daniel’s three Hebrew friends who refuse to bow when 

Nebuchadnezzar puts up his great idol. So the king throws them into the fiery furnace. But they 

survive! 

Chapter 4: Nebuchadnezzar writes a letter to his whole empire confessing his own ignorance and 

arrogance. He acknowledges that he had presumed to be the one who rebuilt Babylon. Yet God had 

humbled him through illness and he had come to see that all authority and power belongs to God 

alone. 

Chapter 5: the story of Belshazzar and his big feast, the writing on the wall and Daniel’s 

interpretation of the writing. That very night Belshazzar is slain. 

And chapter 6: maybe the most famous of the stories in Daniel: Daniel in the lion’s den, which takes 

place during the reign of Darius the Mede when Daniel is probably in his eighties. 

As I’ve said, the last six chapters consist mainly of Daniel’s visions. 

Chapters 7 and 8 contain visions Daniel has during Belshazzar’s reign about the rise and fall of 

earthly kingdoms. 

Chapter 9: a long prayer Daniel utters during Darius’ reign. Knowing that the 70 years of exile for 

the children of Israel are almost over, he prays for God’s deliverance. 

Chapters 10, 11 and 12 present another vision of Daniel’s about the future. 

So there’s a very rough summary. 
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Persecution and God’s People 

Note various persecution articles... 

What hope do our Christian brothers and sisters in these places have? What hope do they have if, 

in the midst of all of this, they can’t see any way to cause their government to change and to stop 

the persecution? 

Their ultimate hope, like ours, is in God, and in no other place. 

In Daniel, the trumpet fanfare of God’s promised victory are sounded out in chapter after chapter 

as God displays his sovereign rule over all the mighty rulers of these little empires like Babylon and 

Persia and Greece and Rome. In all that, we must confess that God is the true Sovereign. He is the 

true King over all little kings. 

And, like Daniel, if we are God’s followers, He will sustain us. Not only is God all powerful, but He is 

good and faithful. His plan are good and His plan will always lead to our good and His glory. In 

Daniel God even reveals His plans. We can’t grasp everything. Daniel himself didn’t. But listen to 

Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9: 

“O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, 

because your city and your people bear Your name” (9:19). 

Daniel knew, in other words, that God is merciful and forgiving, and that all his powers would be 

used to bring compassion and mercy to his people. 

And that leads us to where we need to go: to the cross. 

In Christ’s sacrificial work of atonement on the cross, that power and mercy are made most clear. In 

the end, that is our only hope for survival. 

For further thought 

One constant thing in our lives is change. We know it in every sphere of our experience. Change is 

unavoidable. Sometimes that change is good. Sometimes it’s dangerous. The book of Daniel 

illustrates this perfectly. Changing living circumstances. Changing kings and kingdoms, etc. How do 

we survive constantly changing circumstances, particularly adverse changes? In such a world, what 

hope do we have for survival? Why does God allow so much change to come into our lives? Think 

about the areas in your life in which you tend to resist and detest change. What might God want to 

teach you in those areas? 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Choosing to Live Holy Lives (Daniel 1:1-21) 

The date 

Verse 1: “In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

came to Jerusalem and besieged it.” 

But note that Jeremiah 46:2 says that “Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated in the fourth year 

of Jehoiakim”. Jeremiah 25 also states that this was the “fourth year of Jehoiakim” and the “first 

year of Nebuchadnezzar”. 

How do we reconcile this difficulty? 

In Daniel it seems that the years are reckoned according to the Babylonian system, whereas in 

Jeremiah they are reckoned according to the system used in Palestine. The significance is this: in 

Babylon only the first full year of a king’s rule was called his “first” year. The year in which Neb 

ascended the throne would therefore not be called his “first” year as king but the “year of 

accession.” Consequently, when Daniel (1:1) speaks of Jehoiakim’s “third” year he is referring to the 

same year as does Jeremiah when he mentions the “fourth” year. 

 Babylonian system  Palestinian system 

 Year of Accession  First year 
First year   Second year 
Second year   Third year 
Third year   Fourth year 

 

This would also support a sixth century date for the book. Had the author Daniel been an unknown 

Jew of the second century B.C., it is unlikely that he would have followed the obsolete Babylonian 

chronological system of computation instead of his own Palestinian method. 

Who was Jehoiakim? 

Jehoiakim ascended to the throne (of the southern kingdom, Judea) after the defeat and death of 

Josiah in 609 B.C. (2 Kings 23). He ruled from 609-598 B.C. and died during Nebuchadnezzar’s siege 

of Jerusalem. 

His son, Jehoiachin/Jeconiah succeeded him and reigned for only three months before being taken 

captive to Babylon along with about 10,000 other Judean citizens. Zedekiah became the last king of 

Judah and ruled from 597-586 B.C. He defied Babylonian authority, provoking Nebuchadnezzar’s 

siege of Jerusalem on January 15, 588 B.C. Zedekiah was captured, forced to watch the execution of 
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his sons, and then blinded. The city was captured on July 18, 586 B.C. and the final destruction 

began on August 14, 586 B.C. 

Who was Nebuchadnezzar? 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, was the son of Nabopolassar. He ruled from 605 to 562 B.C.  

But behind the scenes... 

Note verse 2: “And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand”... 

Ultimately it wasn’t the sin and weakness of Jehoiakim, nor was it the brilliance and strength of 

Nebuchadnezzar. It wasn’t that God wasn’t powerful enough to prevent this happening. It wasn’t 

that God was inactive. Ultimately, behind everything, was the sovereign good pleasure of Yahweh, 

which determined the historical outcome. 

See Dan. 2:20-23. 

Commentator John Goldingay writes that the Israelites “are not mere pawns on a political and 

geographical chessboard. To be in the hand of Nebuchadnezzar is not to be out of the control of 

God.” 

So this is very encouraging for the believer. At this point all seems lost. God’s kingdom seems to be 

utterly defeated. This pagan empire, Babylon, threatens to totally destroy the people of God. Never 

before had things been this low for the people of God. 

But we see that behind it all is the providence and plan of God. God’s purposes are not frustrated. 

He’s not been surprised by all of this. No, it was the Lord who gave Jerusalem into 

Nebuchadnezzar’s hand. 

This theme of God’s sovereignty is woven like a golden thread through the whole tapestry of the 

book of Daniel. 

“...with some of the vessels of the house of God...” 

It’s interesting here that it’s not the four men, whose stories will be told in the coming chapters, 

who are said to have been brought to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, but rather “the vessels of the 

house of God”. Nebuchadnezzar then “brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, 

and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god” (v. 2). 

Now this isn’t just some little incidental or irrelevant beginning. This is important. It’s key to 

everything that follows! 

As the story is going to show, Nebuchadnezzar was a very arrogant man. All these conquests that 

he made were supposed to be proof of his superiority (or of the superiority of his gods). The Jews 

boasted that their God, Yahweh, was all-powerful. Nebuchadnezzar believed that he was greater 

than that God. So when he took Jerusalem his cause and his gods seemed vindicated. So, to 
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demonstrate this, he destroys the temple and brings back the gold and silver articles that had been 

dedicated to the service of Yahweh in Jerusalem to Babylon and he places those things in the 

treasure house of his gods. 

What’s it look like? It looks like the heathen gods had triumphed. It looks like Nebuchadnezzar was 

sovereign! 

But as we said last week, things are not always as they seem. 

Yahweh was as much in charge of the overthrow of Jerusalem as He had been many times earlier in 

its defence. In fact, as we see in v. 2, it was Yahweh who had brought on the destruction, sending it 

as a punishment for the people’s sins. Now, in spite of the fact that He had given Jehoiakim into 

Nebuchadnezzar’s hand, God was going to show that He was sovereign. 

Daniel and the exiles 

I wonder if you can imagine what it must have been like to be exiled from home to a foreign city? 

How would you cope in such a hostile setting? What truths would you cling to? 

I suppose that this isn’t an entirely imaginative exercise for us, though. Even though our experience 

of hostility against us isn’t as extreme as other societies and historical periods, it remains true for all 

of us that we are exiles here on earth. As citizens of heaven, Christians live as “aliens and strangers” 

(remember 1 Peter 2?) in a land that is not their own, and there are times when the world’s 

hostility against the people of God becomes evident. 

How is this hostility seen? 

Perhaps it is seen in the efforts the world makes to squeeze us into its mould—conform to its 

values and standards so that we don’t “stick out from the crowd”. Have you experienced this 

pressure? In what way? 

How do you cope in the midst of the brokenness and alienation that is life here on earth? What 

truths to you cling to at these times? What do you need to know to live a life of faith in an alien 

world? 

These are the questions the book of Daniel answers. 

Daniel was taken as a young man to Babylon. What do we know about him? He came from an 

upper-class family in Israel. He was handsome and intelligent (1:3-4a). 

Nebuchadnezzar's idea was to persuade the most capable Israelites to become part of the 

Babylonian government, and to become loyal to Babylon. It is obvious that at some previous point 

Daniel had come to faith in the God of Israel, the God who brought Israel into being by the blood of 

a lamb. But what will Daniel do now? The young man and those like him were given a Babylonian 

education (1:4b). They were to live in the Babylonian court, eat Babylonian food of the best quality, 

drink Babylonian wine, and live as young bright upper-class Babylonians in the pay of 
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Nebuchadnezzar (1:5). The meat might well include foods that were illegal in the Mosaic law. The 

young people were being encouraged to forget their Israelite background and become good 

Babylonians. 

Daniel and his friends had names that reminded people of the faith of Israel.  “Daniel” meant “God 

is judge”. “Hananiah” means “Yahweh is gracious”.  “Mishael” means “Who is what God is?”' 

“Azariah” means “Yahweh has helped”. But the young men were given Babylonian names, which no 

longer made mention of Yahweh the God of Israel, the one-and-only Creator-God (1:6-7). 

The Book of Daniel is concerned with how a believer lives in such pagan surroundings and what his 

hopes may be for the future.  How will Daniel survive?  How does the modern Christian survive 

when he is under pressure to adopt pagan ways? 

God’s faithfulness (even in judgement) 

To live faithfully in exile, we first need to know God’s faithfulness. See vv. 1-5. 

How do we see God’s faithfulness here? The first aspect of God’s faithfulness is seen in his 

faithfulness in judgement. As we’ve already seen, Judah’s exile from the land in Daniel’s time 

wasn’t just an accident of fate or the tragic result of Nebuchadnezzar’s expansionist policies. As v. 2 

makes clear, the exile came upon Judah because the Lord handed king Jehoiakim over to 

Nebuchadnezzar. God gave his people into the hand of their enemies. 

How does this show God’s faithfulness? 

Well, the Lord had warned Israel of the consequences of their sins. See Leviticus 26, for example. 

God made a covenant with Israel at the very beginning of their history as a nation and the covenant 

included blessings for obedience and curses if they disobeyed. If they served the Lord faithfully and 

kept the terms of the covenant, then they would experience his favour and blessing (Lev. 26:3-13). 

But if they rebelled against God and violated his covenant, they would experience his wrath (vv. 14-

39). 

This is also a specific fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah in 2 Kings 20:18... 

The encouragement (even in judgement) 

Recognizing that their fate came from the hand of God as a faithful act of judgement was itself an 

encouragement to the exiles. How? Their future wasn’t controlled by Babylon or its gods. It was 

controlled by God (Dan. 2:19). The One who had sent them into exile had also promised to be with 

them there, and ultimately, to restore them from exile after a time of judgement. Just as the 

vessels would eventually be returned (Ezra 1:7), so too would his exiled people. God wouldn’t 

abandon his own. 

This is an important point. During life’s hardest moments—our lives often seem to be out of 

control. Our fate may sometimes seem to lie in the hands of God’s enemies or in the outworking of 

circumstances of one kind or another. But things are not always as they seem. The reality is that 
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every experience in this world, every seeming coincidence and outright act of men and women 

done in opposition to God, lie under the control of our sovereign God. 

This list is by no means exhaustive. God is sovereign over: 

 the fall of sparrows (Matt. 10:29) 

 the rolling of dice (Prov. 16:33) 

 slaughter and scattering of his people (Psalm 44:11) 

 the decisions of kings (Prov. 21:1) 

 being “mute, deaf, seeing or blind” (Exodus 4:11) 

 the sickness of children (2 Sam. 12:14ff) 

 the loss and gain of money (1 Sam. 2:7) 

 the suffering of saints (1 Peter 4:19) 

 the completion of travel plans (James 4:15) 

 the persecution of Christians (Heb. 12:4-7) 

 repentance (2 Tim. 2:25) 

 faith (Phil. 1:29) 

 the growth of believers (Heb. 6:1-3) 

 life and death itself (1 Sam. 2:6) 

 the crucifixion of his Son (Acts 4:27-28) 
 

From the most “trivial” of events to the most wicked act of all time, the crucifixion of Jesus – it is all 

under God’s control. No sinful act ever catches God by surprise or thwarts his sovereign will. 

Everything that we experience in life, no matter how difficult or apparently meaningless, is God’s 

purpose for us. And for believers, each circumstance is the Lord’s means of furthering his 

sanctifying goals for us. He has not abandoned or forgotten us. On the contrary, He will walk 

through these trials and preserve us through them by His grace. 

So it was by the will of God that Daniel and his three friends find themselves exiled in Babylon (Dan. 

1:6-7). 

Resisting reprogramming 

Probably teenagers? In Babylon they begin to be exposed to an intense programme of re-

education. How? 

Note the strategy of Babylon: 

First, their names were changed. In place of their good Hebrew and “Yahweh-centred” names, they 

are assigned pagan, Babylonian names: Beltshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (v. 7). 

These Babylonian names were based on the names of Babylonian gods (invoking their help?): 

Marduk, Bel, and Nebo, rather than the Lord God of Israel. 
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Secondly, they were instructed in the language and literature of the Babylonians. Why? So that their 

myths and legends would take the place of the Scriptures. The idea was that their worldview and 

wisdom would change to the Babylonian worldview. 

Third, they were to be supplied food and wine from the king’s table. In this way, they would begin to 

become accustomed to a life of dependence on their new master (v. 5). At the end of this three-

year initiation process, with their preview identity gone, they would enter the service of 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

Is this similar to the way Satan works today? His goal: to seduce and deceive us into forgetting God 

and not trust in the Lord and to get us to think that our blessing and help comes from somewhere 

else. He wants us to forget the truths expressed in those Hebrew names. He wants us to forget the 

uniqueness of our God and the help that only He can provide. Satan wants to control our 

knowledge and education process, so that we begin to take on a God-free worldview and 

philosophy of life. If he can instil in us a sense of dependence upon the material comforts that make 

up our life, or certain pleasures of this world that we have grown to love, then he can more 

effectively draw us away from the Lord. Satan wants us to think that all good things in life come 

from the world around us and from satisfying our own desires. 

So note the strategy. In understanding what the strategy was, we can better see the way these four 

men resisted the Babylonian system. 

It wasn’t really an outward resistance. Note what they didn’t do. They didn’t refuse to work for the 

Babylonians. Perhaps they recognized God’s hand of providence in their situation (see also Jer. 

29:4-7). The four worked within the system in which they’d been placed. 

Lesson: God hasn’t called us to form Christian ghettoes that are isolated from the world around us! 

On the contrary, we ought to be active in going after the good of the community in which God has 

placed us. 

Something else: Daniel doesn’t seem to object to the study of a polytheistic literature in which 

magic, sorcery, charms and astrology played a prominent part, though these had long been banned 

in Israel (Dt. 18:10-12; cf. 1 Sam. 28:3ff.). These young men from Jerusalem's court needed to be 

secure in their knowledge of Yahweh to be able to study this literature objectively without allowing 

it to undermine their faith... In order to witness to their God in the Babylonian court they had to 

understand the cultural presuppositions of those around them. John Goldingay points out that “the 

wise person knows how to learn from the wisdom of other peoples without being overcome by it.” 

Question: how do you reconcile the experience of Daniel with the teaching of Psalm 1? 

Firstly, the four Hebrew young men kept their Hebrew names. It seems they privately referred to 

each other with their Hebrew names. They didn’t refuse to answer to their Babylonians names, but 

they kept their Jewish names (and identities) and were constantly reminded of the true nature of 

their God. 
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What can we learn from this in our “exile”? How can we maintain our dual identity as citizens of 

two kingdoms? 

Be reminded of the importance of taking every opportunity that we can to celebrate our heavenly 

citizenship with other believers. We need to remind one another of “home”. We can’t preserve our 

heavenly identity on our own. Left to ourselves the pressure of this world will inevitably crush us 

into its mould. But together we can encourage and help one another to keep the memory of 

heaven strong. 

Note that the goal of our church services is not just to be equipped for more effective lives here on 

earth, but also, even more, to be reminded of the heavenly realities that truly define who we are. 

It’s to fix our eyes (together) on the kingdom of heaven, our true home. 

Secondly, note what Daniel decides to do: vv. 8-10. They decided not to eat the food from the 

king’s table nor drink his wine. 

Now what’s the issue here? There are a multitude of reasons and possibilities for this: 

1. The food would have been ceremonially unclean (see Lev. 3:17; 11:1-47; 17:10-14). But, this 

doesn’t explain why they refused to drink the wine as well. 

2. The food may have been offered up in sacrifice to their idols. But, this would also have been 

the case for the vegetables. 

3. Perhaps it had to do with fellowshipping with pagans over a meal. But Daniel and his friends 

would still have been working with the Babylonians. And this doesn’t explain Daniel’s use of 

the world “defile”. 

4. Maybe it was a fasting idea. But again, Daniel uses that word “defile”. 

5. But the best reasons, I think, are that Daniel and his friends were resisting assimilation. 

Israel's own food laws and dietary restrictions were designed, in part, to highlight and 

preserve their distinctiveness as God's people over against all other peoples. 

6. And then, note that Daniel and his friends were choosing to eat and drink foods that are 

grown naturally. This suggests that the goal was to be constantly reminded of their 

dependence on their creator God for their food, not Nebuchadnezzar. Depending on 

Nebuchadnezzar’s food would have been defiling because it would have repeated in their 

own lives the sin of King Hezekiah that brought judgement on God’s people in the first place 

(2 Kings 20:17). 

Lesson: building into our daily routines constant reminders of our dependence upon God for all the 

good things in our lives. Even a simple act of praying/saying grace. Perhaps keeping a record of the 

Lord’s gifts to us, from the trivial to the profound. Fasting. 

And once again, Daniel and his friends tried to maintain their faithfulness to God by working within 

the Babylonian system, not against it. They ask permission from the chief official. 

God’s faithfulness (in mercy) 
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Now lest we get the wrong focus here, our attention shouldn’t only be on Daniel and his friends’ 

faithfulness to God. We should focus on God’s faithfulness to them. 

See v. 9. 

What’s more, the outcome of their dietary test was clearly not what ordinarily would have been 

expected. Normal people don’t get fat on a simple diet of fruit and veggies! The outcome was a 

mark of God’s faithfulness to these young men, honouring their commitment to Him. 

And... It was God who gave them exceptional knowledge and understanding of Babylonian 

literature and learn, and gave Daniel the unique ability to understand visions and dreams. See vv. 

17ff. 

And even the final verse of the chapter is a reminder of God’s faithfulness. It literally says that 

“Daniel lived until the first year of Cyrus” (Dan. 1:21). The first year of Cyrus was the year in which 

the decree was issued that enabled the Jews to return home (2 Chron. 36:22-23) some seventy 

years after the time when Daniel and his friends were first taken into exile. God was faithful to 

Daniel his whole life. Babylonian kings came and went. The Babylonian empire was replaced by the 

Medo-Persians in the person of Cyrus. But God sustained Daniel the whole time. 

Lessons: He will sustain us throughout the trials and tribulations that we face, no matter how 

intense or difficult. When the world does its worst, God’s faithfulness is enough. 

The reality is also that we do not tend to be as faithful as Daniel and his friends were. As I said last 

week, we are far more like the nameless thousands who were deported along with Daniel and who 

adopted foreign names and who ate the king’s food and who became just like the Babylonians in 

every way. 

But the good news of the gospel is not simply that God is faithful to those who are faithful to Him. It 

is that a Saviour has come to deliver faithless saints like us. 

Living holy lives 

One of the threads we see throughout Daniel is the story of men who lived for God by choosing the 

path of discipleship and holiness, even if that meant suffering and hardship. Bishop J. C. Ryle 

describes holiness (the kind of holiness practiced by Daniel and his friends) as separation to God, 

devotion to God, service to God, being of one mind with God and wanting God’s will. Ryle lists eight 

reasons why holiness is so necessary: 

1. We must be holy because God commands it. See 1 Peter 1:14-16. It’s not optional. 

2. We must be holy because this is the end and purpose for us for which Christ for which Christ 

came into the world. See Eph. 5:25-27. Many Christians think they would like the benefits of 

salvation without the obligation to live for Christ. But Christ came to make them holy just as 

much as he came to save them from the penalty of their sins. 
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3. We must be holy because it provides evidence that we have a saving faith in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. See James 2:26. 

4. We must be holy because this is proof that we love the Lord Jesus Christ sincerely. See John 

14:15, 21, 23. If you don’t obey the Lord – you don’t love Him! 

5. We must be holy because this is proof that we are the true children of God. See John 8:39-

40. 

6. We must be holy because this is the most likely way to do good to others. You help others 

by upholding the highest possible standards and by living according to those standards 

yourself. 

7. We must be holy because our present comfort depends much on it. Not all suffering is 

directly related to a suffering person’s sin... 

8. We must be holy because without holiness on earth we will never be prepared to enjoy 

heaven. See Hebrews 12:14. 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Interesting Times (Daniel 2:1-24) 

The crisis 

At the end of chapter 1 we are told that God gave Daniel three things. Because of his decision not 

to defile himself with the food and culture of the Babylonians, God gave Daniel wisdom beyond the 

wisdom of the Babylonians. He gave him influence beyond that of any in the kingdom, and health 

that resulted in a long life. 

But in the very next chapter we are greeted with a crisis that threatens each of these blessings. 

At the end of his period of training, Daniel has presumably graduated into the company of wise 

men and statesmen referred to by Nebuchadnezzar as “the magicians, enchangers, sourcers and 

astrologer” (2:2). But we must keep in mind that Daniel is still a young man of probably only 

eighteen or nineteen. There were most likely many among those men who were who were far 

greater and more influential than he was. Daniel would have been the “low man on the pole”. It 

seems that when Nebuchadnezzar made his inquiry about his dream to those in his court, Daniel 

wasn’t even consulted. He didn’t even seem to know what was happening until the order was given 

to execute the wise men. So Daniel had no power and very little influence. And as far as long life 

and health are concerned, we find that when the wise men were unable to tell the king what his 

dream was and the king threatened to kill them all, Daniel, who was not even consulted and whose 

influence in Babylon didn’t amount to much, was also on the verge of execution. 

But Daniel was wise. This crisis becomes an occasion through which God brings Daniel to the 

forefront of leadership. 

And we need to say that it was God who brought Daniel to the forefront! Again we see the 

overriding sovereignty of God in the affairs, not just of Daniel, but in Babylon. 

So, in chapter 1 God gave Daniel wisdom, influence and health (or long life). Now, in spite of the 

threat to kill Daniel, God fulfils what he has promised. 

How? By being sovereign over the detail of history, which is the book’s theme. 

So here’s the lesson: if God does not control our lives—from the actions of kings and others in 

positions of power, to the most minute circumstances—then everything in life is uncertain. What 

becomes of God’s promises if God is not sovereign? We become victims of circumstances and 

whatever will be will be. But if God is sovereign, as the Bible declares him to be, and if he is our 

God—if the promises he makes and the actions he takes are certain of fulfilment—then we can be 

confident of the future and know that we will be able to live our lives in a way that will please God. 

The blessing of crises and other interesting times 
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The book of Daniel covers about 70 years. Daniel lived a long life, spanning from the days of 

Nebuchadnezzar when he was carried off into exile, to the time of Cyrus, when the exile came to an 

end. Most of those seventy years were probably not very interesting. During many of those years, it 

seems that nothing special happened. It was just the difficult, regular routine of Daniel’s 

faithfulness in a foreign land, trying to balance the demands of the Babylonians and his Lord. 

But we don’t have a record of those “ordinary” times.  We do have a record of the times in Daniel’s 

life that are “interesting” times—times when Daniel is faced with dilemmas that are centred on 

following the Lord in the land of Babylon. 

Realize that God was with Daniel, both in those special times of stress and trial as well as the 

ordinary times that are not recorded for us. 

But it was at these special times of stress and trial it was made evident to all those around Daniel 

that the Lord was working in and through his life in a special way. 

Lesson: live for the Lord at all times. But be aware of the special opportunities to display the 

difference that being a Christian makes in the “interesting” times in your life. It is most often in our 

trials and difficulties that the difference our faith in God makes becomes evident to others. Difficult 

and “interesting” times are a special opportunity to display the glory of God and live for Him. 

I’ve often said that the reason God sends cancer to Christians as well as to non-Christians is so that 

hte world may see the difference in how they deal with it. Such times of trial provide an 

opportunity for our faith to make a visible difference in our lives. The world will be forced to sit up 

and take notice when we have a peace that is clearly not the result of our comfortable 

circumstances, a peace that transcends the peace that the world gives. 

See 1 Peter 1:7. 

So Daniel 2 was certainly one of those “interesting” times in the life of Daniel, through which God 

put on display the difference between Daniel and those around him. The triumph of Daniel’s 

wisdom over the wisdom of the Babylonians is the main point of this chapter, and through it God is 

seen to be supreme over all. See Nebuchadnezzar’s words in Dan. 2:47. 

I have a dream... 

v. 1 – God can (and does) use dreams and visions to reveal Himself to unbelievers. 

Note too that Nebuchadnezzar is an anxious man. He’s insecure. He’s only been king for a very 

short time. He’s most likely the world’s richest and most powerful man, ruling over Babylon. Yet, 

he’s a man full of anxiety and insecurity. It’s the great difference between those who trust God and 

those who do not. 

People who are full of anxiety want to know what’s going to happen in the future. They want to 

know how things are going to turn out. They want to know what’s going to happen to them. And 

because they’re so desperate – they’ll turn to anyone who claims to have supernatural knowledge. 
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vv. 2-3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s announcement. 

Two possibilities: 

a. Nebuchadnezzar had forgotten his dream entirely and wanted the Chaldeans to not only 

interpret the dream, but tell him the content of his dream as well.  

b. The other possibility: Neb. knew the content of the dream and was testing his court 

magicians. The fact that Neb. is “troubled” by the dream implies that he knew its content. 

Perhaps this was to test the integrity and skill of his court magicians. Also, Neb. apparently 

remembered enough of the dream that he was able to confirm that Daniel’s reconstruction 

of it was correct (v. 47). 

The second possibility seems to fit better. Although he was desperate for knowledge and guidance, 

it seems Nebuchadnezzar was aware of the potential trickery from his wise men. 

“Tell us the dream and we’ll interpret it,” they tell Nebuchadnezzar confidently. But 

Nebuchadnezzar is not ready to listen to just anyone who claims to have supernatural knowledge. 

So they are to tell him what the dream was first and then tell him its interpretation. If they have 

supernatural ability to tell what ordinary people don’t know, let them supernaturally tell him what 

his dream was first. 

The threat: vv. 5-6. 

The astrologer’s reply: vv. 10-11. 

This is very interesting (and key): v. 11: “The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can 

show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” Well no, there is one true 

God who does reveal Himself to men. He would later say through Amos: “For the Lord GOD does 

nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7). Our God does exactly 

what others think is impossible! 

In this case God would reveal what He was about to do through Daniel. The stage was set for the 

first great revelation to Nebuchadnezzar of the reality, wisdom and power of the one true God. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s response: v. 12. 

So, the failure of his “wise” men to reveal his dream and its meaning resulted in a decree of death 

for all his wise men, including Daniel and his three friends (v. 13). 

That’s the set up. That’s the lead-up to Daniel. 

Daniel’s faith and God’s faithfulness 

Note vv. 14-19. Put yourself in Daniel’s sandals for a moment. If you have a godless point of view to 

life—an agnostic or atheistic view—this would seem like proof of the meaninglessness of life. 

Daniel and his friends have been saved from destruction in Judea. They’ve been miraculously 
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protected in the king’s court even though they had a showdown over the decision not to eat the 

king’s rich food. But now they’ve been condemned to death, simply it seems, because king 

Nebuchadnezzar has had a bad night and feels troubled. Now their lives were at risk. 

However, in the face of these very difficult circumstances—notice what Daniel does: 

1. He doesn’t panic. 

2. He acts in faith and God shows his power by granting Daniel favour before king 

Nebuchadnezzar (v. 16). 

3. He realizes that, in spite of all appearances to the contrary, this bizarre event was under the 

sovereign hand of God, who had a purpose in all of it. The purpose: to show clearly the 

difference between Daniel and the rest of the wise men of Babylon and between his God 

and theirs. So Daniel didn’t see this as a tragedy. Rather it was an opportunity. It provided 

the context for God to display his power. 

4. He needed to pray. Although Daniel had this gift from God (and all Christians are gifted by 

God in some way), Daniel's gift could not be 'switched on' at will.  What we mean when we 

say that Daniel had a gift is simply that God had a habit of using Daniel along these lines.  It 

did not mean that Daniel controlled the abilities he had.  He still needed to seek God for the 

answer to his need, and the king's need.  And he knew that it would take time to seek God 

in the way that he wished.  He and his friend gave themselves to prayer, asking God to have 

mercy on them and give them the supernatural knowledge that they needed (2:17-18).  

Note that this prayer is really an echo of what Solomon prays in 1 Kings 8:46ff. Solomon prays at 

the dedication of the temple that in the times to come God would cause their captures to show his 

exiled people mercy. In other words, in their prayer they pleaded with God to be faithful to his 

Word and to deliver them in their hour of need. They reminded God of His promises. They prayed 

God’s Word. They knew that their hope rested in God alone. If He didn’t reveal the dream to them, 

then there was nowhere else for them to turn. No mere human wisdom could save them from their 

predicament. 

And, God answered Daniel (and his friends’) prayer and gave Daniel the revelation he needed (v. 

19). 

Now I should say too, that God is faithful and able to support us in our hour of need and to deliver 

us from our great distress. But as we will see in our studies, God doesn’t always deliver us from our 

trials in the way that he delivers Daniel and his friends here. 

Sometimes he delivers us by walking through the fiery trial with us, rather than saving us out of it. 

Yet the Lord is always faithful to His Word and whenever we find ourselves at our wit’s end, it is 

always a good strategy to gather our friends and flee to God, pleading his promises. 

And Daniel’s response to that? 

He prays. Specifically, he praises God. He thanks Him. 
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Before we examine the prayer, note that Daniel’s faith leads him not to be anxiously hurrying about 

the place. The kings’ captain is in a hurry (v. 25), but not Daniel. He stops and spends time 

composing a lovely prayer of praise and worship to God. 

What does Daniel praise God for? 

 Praises God as the Lord of history. Note that Daniel knows Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and 

meaning. He knows about the future kingdom (the Messiah’s kingdom) which will come. 

 Praises God for being sovereign. 

 He praises God as the giver of knowledge. What other wise men couldn’t do, God has 

allowed Daniel to do. 

 He praises God as the one who answers prayer. 

 Specifically, Daniel praises God for His wisdom and power. See vv. 20-23 again. 

God doesn’t just know theoretically. He knows because He is the One who guides and controls all 

things. He alone has the power to control world events. The future doesn’t rest in the hands of the 

counterfeit Babylonian gods. They’re empty idols with no power to bless or curse their followers 

(Isaiah 46:5-10). But the Lord is the One who raises up kings and brings them down to nothing. He 

sets the times and seasons for everything under the sun. See Eccl. 3. 

But it’s not just that God controls the future. He also reveals the future to His servants. 

Now how do we take that message and apply it to our time? 

We too are surrounded by the power and wisdom of the world. Sometimes it takes on a spiritual or 

religious form (like the New Age movement, etc.). Sometimes it takes the form of denying that God 

exists, or if He does exist, denying that He can know and control the future. Sometimes it comes 

from outside the church. Sometimes from within (like the “open theism” teaching). The wisdom of 

the world looks outwardly impressive. Yet at its foundation, the wisdom of the world is just a sham 

(like the Babylonian wise men). How can it be wise when it denies the existence or ignores the 

relevance of the one true God who created and controls all things? 

Pursuing wisdom 

Where are we to find that wisdom for our own lives? 

The Lord has revealed that wisdom to us in His Word, the Bible. We don’t need to flounder around 

seeking to piece together our own wisdom when we have this book. We don’t need to interpret 

strange dreams. Instead, we need to dive deep into its depths. We need to store it in our hearts 

and treasure its riches. 

However in practice, even as Christians we often live our lives according to the wisdom of the 

world. If we went after God’s wisdom with half of the enthusiasm with which we pursued the 

world’s wisdom, we would be much wiser! If we spent even half the passion on seeking God that 

we spend on seeking pleasure and fun in the world, our lives would be far different from those of 
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the people around us. What pursuits fill your days and hours and minutes? Have you sought the 

Lord’s wisdom and power, or poured yourself into the pursuit of the world’s emptiness. 

Now if we did go after God’s wisdom with a passion, we too, like Daniel, would stand out from the 

culture around us. 

Not only that, we would also be better able to give those around us the answer to questions that 

are beyond them. “Why am I here?” “What happens to me when I die? “How should I live in this 

world?” 

Objective and subjective wisdom. Both needed. 

Objective wisdom: revealed to us in God’s Word. Tells me who God is and who I am and what I 

should believe about Him and how I should please Him. 

Subjective – application of those facts. Given the command to share the gospel with others, how 

should I best approach my neighbours with this good news? Given the command to love my wife 

and sacrifice myself for her, what does that mean for the way in which I order my time and 

priorities today? Out of the various choices of employment – what does God want me to do with 

my life? 

Balance needed. Christians often tend to gravitate towards one aspect of wisdom and neglect the 

other... 

Daniel had a wonderful grasp of both objective and subjective wisdom. Objectively, he knew the 

Word of God. Subjectively, he recognized that God is able to guide indirectly through 

circumstances. 

This comes in response to humble prayer and in close relationship to the Lord. 

The answer to v. 11 

This section of Daniel points us forward to Christ. In Christ, God came to live among men. He 

disproved, once and for all, the theology of the Babylonians who said that the gods don’t dwell 

among men. In Christ, God became flesh and made his dwelling among us. In him, we see the glory 

of the one and only true God (John 1:14). 

Christ came and lived the perfect life of wisdom, the perfect combination of obedience to God’s 

Word and dependence upon the Spirit’s guidance. He received all with thanksgiving—even the cup 

of suffering. 

And He lived the perfect life for us—in our place. 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Gone With the Wind (Daniel 2:24-49) 

Recap: Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon had a dream (2:1). He called together his wise men to 

interpret the dream for him but refused to tell them what the dream was (2:5-6). The wise men 

declared this task to be impossible. Note v. 11 again. In his rage at their refusal, Nebuchadnezzar 

sentenced all of his wise men to death, a fate which included Daniel and his three friends, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (2:12-13). But, when Daniel heard about this decree, he asked the 

king for more time and went to the Lord in prayer, seeking the dream and its interpretation (2:16-

18). The Lord answered his prayer and gave him both the dream and its meaning, and Daniel 

responded with praise and thanksgiving (2:19-23). 

This brings us to the point in the chapter where Daniel went in to the king to interpret the dream 

for him. 

Arioch’s arrogance and Daniel’s humility (2:24-30) 

Note Daniel’s demeanour. Very important: he does all he can to deflect attention and credit away 

from himself and to the Lord. Contrast Daniel’s humility with Arioch’s attitude—his self-promoting 

attitude.  

“I have found among the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king the 

interpretation.” (v. 25) Actually, he had done nothing of the sort. He was ready to execute Daniel, 

along with the rest of the wise men. It was Daniel who went and found Arioch, not vice versa (2:24). 

But Arioch was eager to claim at least some of the credit for this stunning turn of events for 

himself. 

Have you ever experienced this? It’s way the world works, isn’t it? Pass as much of the blame for 

your failures on to other people, and claim as much credit as you can for other people’s success! 

What can we learn from Daniel here about how to deal with situations like this? 

Note what happens. When Nebuchadnezzar asked Daniel, “Are you able to make known to me the 

dream I have seen and its interpretation?” Daniel could have answered “Yes” and claimed all the 

credit for himself. Instead he responds to the king: “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 

astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, but there is a God in heaven 

who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter 

days.” 

Look at v. 22 again. 

So instead of promoting himself, Daniel takes the opportunity to publicly exalt his God! 
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Look at vv. 29-30: “To you, O king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, and 

he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. But as for me, this mystery has been 

revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living, but in order that 

the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your 

mind. 

So do you see the model? There’s a model here for all of us in our relationships with those who 

don’t know our God. In contrast to the self-promoting way of the world, we should constantly seek 

ways to exalt and declare publicly the praises of our God. Whatever gifts and abilities we have, 

whatever successes we may meet with in this life, all of them are ultimately from God who gives us 

these gifts and opportunities. We’re simply God’s servants doing the work he’s given to us to do. 

God deserves all the praise and adoration. 

Humility – the perspective that sees our own size rightly in comparison to the surpassing greatness 

of our God. 

Note: it must be sincere humility. Benjamin Franklin regarding humility: “I cannot boast of much 

success in acquiring the reality of this virtue, but I had a good deal with regard to the appearance of 

it!” 

It’s sad, but the same is true of many Christians today. We’re not really humble, but we certainly 

know how to fake it! It’s a temptation that exists in all of our hearts. “Do people see that I’m 

standing here serving the Lord?” We can even be tempted to become proud of our own “humility”! 

The human heart certainly is, as wrote Calvin, an idol factory. 

But true humility comes when we look away from ourselves and look towards God and towards the 

One who is God revealed to in human flesh, Jesus Christ. Jesus showed us genuine humility at work 

in his constant attitude of dependence on his heavenly Father. He showed us authentic lowliness of 

heart serving the outcasts and unacceptable, the lepers and sinners. See Phil 2:5ff. 

Back to Daniel... 

Arioch was eager to claim the credit for finding an interpreter for the king’s dream. Daniel, 

however, was careful to ascribe to God all of the credit for revealing the mystery. 

Sam Storms writes that “Daniel's initial statement in v. 27 was deliberately discouraging in order to 

set the stage for the stunning declaration that 'there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries! 

Circumstances may look impossible from an earthly perspective, given obvious human limitations, 

but there is a God in heaven for whom anything is possible.” 

Why was Daniel able to know the contents of the dream and interpret its meaning? See v. 28ff. 
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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its interpretation (2:31-45) 

Daniel then recounts to Nebuchadnezzar his dream (which was exactly what Nebuchadnezzar’s 

other “wise” men had claimed was impossible). 

See 2:31-35. 

Then, having described the contents of the dream, Daniel goes on to tell the king its interpretation. 

See 2:36-45. 

The dream and the interpretation given to Daniel: simple (if you focus on the central message) and 

at the same time, profound. 

What Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream was an enormous statue of a man made up of four parts 

(v. 31). 

 Head of gold 

 Chest and arms of silver 

 Belly and thighs of bronze 

 Legs of iron with feet iron mixed with baked clay. 

While Nebuchadnezzar was watching, a rock was cut out but not by any human hands (v. 34). It 

struck the statue on its feet, and the whole statue disintegrated into pieces, which the wind blew 

away like chaff. 

Meanwhile, the rock grew into a huge mountain and filled the earth (v. 35). 

Now the point to make here is that Daniel has received supernatural revelation. Nebuchadnezzar is 

able to confirm this. There’s no way that a human can have inside information about a person’s 

dream. It’s a miracle and the point is that God has given Daniel supernatural knowledge so that the 

king will know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the next part, the interpretation is equally 

miraculous and authoritative. 

Daniel’s interpretation: 

The head of gold is Nebuchadnezzar (v. 37). God is the One who gave him great dominion and 

power and glory. In fact, his power and glory are described in terms that remind us of what was 

given to Adam at the beginning of the world, with dominion not only over human beings, but the 

birds of the air and animals (v. 38). The only reason Nebuchadnezzar has anything at all is because 

God has given it to him. 

Realize that all earthly kingdoms are under God’s rule. No one has any authority at all unless it is 

given to him/her by God. 
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After Nebuchadnezzar would be more kingdoms, each of which would be inferior to the one that 

went before it in glory, though still strong and having wide-ranging power. Note that these 

kingdoms are not given names. 

The last of the kingdoms would be strong as iron, but in the end it would prove to be an unstable 

mixture of different peoples who cannot hold together. It would be at that time that God would 

establish his final kingdom, which would ultimately destroy all other kingdoms. Though it would 

start small, it would grow to fill the earth and, unlike the earthly kingdoms, it would endure forever. 

One of the central issues in the interpretation of Daniel is the identification of the four world 

empires or kingdoms described in chapter 2. It would be tempting to start there. If the first 

kingdom is Babylon, can we also identify the other three? 

Some argue that the four kingdoms are Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. Some say it’s 

Babylon, Media, Persia and Greece. 

But there are always more questions. If the last kingdom is Rome, then who are the ten toes? It 

doesn’t take long before we find our heads spinning with the variety of interpretations offered, all 

of which go beyond the interpretation and application that Daniel himself gave here. It’s important 

to say that. The passage itself gives us virtually no data about the specifics of these kingdoms. 

Again, we aren’t given the names of these kingdoms. The intention isn’t to give a precise analysis 

of the history to come. No, it’s to give us a philosophy of history. 

John Goldingay: “In the drama of the story the description has to be allowed to remain allusive. 

People miss the point when they spend time arguing who the empires were.” 

So the focus here—the focus of the dream itself and the focus of its interpretation are more 

concerned with what the future holds than with when it will come to pass. 

So as we think about this, we should focus on the interpretation of the vision that the passage gives 

to us rather than getting bogged down with speculation. This should be our modus operandi as we 

go through the book of Daniel. 

Lessons: 

What, according to Daniel 2, does the dream seek to teach us? 

Firstly, we’re taught that God gives every earthly kingdom its glory and power. Their glory and 

power don’t come from their own strength. 

God gave Nebuchadnezzar his unparalleled sovereignty, power, strength and glory. Again, note the 

creation language that is used to describe Nebuchadnezzar’s authority. Great power, yes. But 

power that’s been given to him. Dependent power. Temporary power, because just like Adam, if he 

sins, he too can be cast down from his authoritative position. 
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Secondly, we’re taught about the transient or temporary nature of all earthly kingdoms. Every 

earthly kingdom is an “after this”. No earthly kingdom is forever. The gold gives way to silver, which 

in turn gives way to bronze and then iron. 

Thirdly, note the emphasis on deterioration and decline. The image deteriorates in value, weight, 

unity, and in brittleness. The progress of the history of man in rebellion from God isn’t simply a 

pattern of change, but of regress. It’s of deepening pollution and degradation and decline. Far from 

journeying more and more upward until we reach that great city of man, we go from one 

temporary kingdom to another and go more and more downhill. 

What is the one constant throughout the history of these various kingdoms? What’s the unity? 

Their lust for power and desire to dominate the world (vv. 39-40). The desire to rule and crush 

remains undiminished throughout the entire sequence, but in the end that ambition will be 

frustrated. Ultimately, no matter how glorious or powerful the kingdoms of the world may seem, 

that always have “feet of clay” and will not stand. 

So that’s the fourth thing we learn: we should note the unity of the statue amidst the diversity. 

'Essentially, world powers are one, since they are human in nature; hence, the world powers are 

united in the one statue (Young). It is a single statue (2:31) which is destroyed as a unity. In other 

words, although the Babylonian empire, for example, had long since passed from the scene of 

history when Rome merged, in some sense the four world powers are but successive forms of one 

unified entity. According to 2:35, the entire image was destroyed by the stone. Again in 2:44 the 

four empires are envisioned as together existent when crushed by God.  

So in a real sense, this isn’t simply a vision of the decline and fall of the Babylonian empire and the 

kingdoms that came immediately after it. It’s an epitaph for human history. The whole human 

endeavour, even though it’s been blessed by God and owes everything to Him, will end up in 

nothing but division and will inevitably fall apart. 

That theme is found throughout Scripture, going right back to the very beginning. Remember the 

glory of Adam in Genesis 1 & 2? That gave way to the curse of the Fall. Then you have the increase 

of mankind, which became more and more sinful and gave way to the judgement of the flood in 

Genesis 6-9. Then you have the increase of mankind and the judgement at Babel in Genesis 11. 

There’s a pattern there. Our world isn’t destined to end with a glorious bang, but rather a pitiful 

whimper. 

Fifth, there is a marked contrast between the metals of the image and the unworked stone, cut 

without hands. Do you see the contrast between those kingdoms, those failing kingdoms, and what 

replaces them? 

The kingdom of God enters the chaos and hopelessness of human history and brings fresh and 

lasting hope to humanity. That’s part of the biblical pattern, too. After the despair of Genesis 3 and 

9 and 11 comes great hope... 
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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream comes to similar conclusion. 

The final word of history doesn’t lie with a new and improved version of the statue of man. Rather, 

it comes from something radical that God will do. A rock that’s not cut by human hands will strike 

and demolish the statue and then grow to fill the earth (vv. 34-35). 

God’s kingdom will start small but will grow and grow through the power of God until it ultimately 

dominates the entire globe and become the ultimate fact of history. Only that divine kingdom is 

eternal. 

The Supernatural Stone 

Michael Eaton: 
The question is often asked: does this represent the first coming of Christ or the Second Coming of 

Christ? But the question is based upon a misunderstanding. One must remember the principle that 

in prophecy visions of the future are generally panoramic. That is, they include in one prophetic 

scenario, everything that God is planning to do in salvation and in judgement. As the one vision 

comes to past it takes places in stages.  This is a commonplace in Old Testament prophecies. 

When is the vision fulfilled? 

It begins to be fulfilled at the time of the first coming of Jesus. It is quite explicitly 'in the days of 

those kings' that the kingdom of God comes. Each kingdom come while the remains of the other 

kingdoms are still present. 

In the same way when the kingdom of God comes, for a while the remains of the other kingdoms 

are still present. But the other kingdoms cannot survive. As Daniel is watching, the supernatural 

stone crushes the iron, bronze, clay, silver and gold. The kingdoms of this world are destined to 

disappear under the crushing power of the kingdom of God. 

At present the kingdom of God is spreading as the gospel of Jesus fills the world. Its destiny is one of 

total victory. The kingdoms of this world will one day come to an end. God's kingdom will 

exterminate paganism. 

When is the vision fulfilled?  It begins in the coming of Jesus. John the Baptist announced, 'The time 

has come; the kingdom of God is near' (see Mark 1:15). Jesus said, 'The kingdom of heaven is near' 

(Matt. 4:17). But the vision of Daniel 2 is not fully perfected. The kingdoms of paganism are still 

with us. Relics of the four empires are still around. It is not that the Roman Empire will be 'revived' - 

an idea that is not found in the Bible. It is rather than the various international systems of rule and 

government are still with us (Babylonian interest in science, Persian postal system, Greek wisdom 

and athletics, Roman law). The empires are not revived; they are continued. All modern countries 

use the science, the technical language, the technology, the government-methods that were 

designed in the days of the four pioneering empires. 
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Daniel's vision began to be fulfilled in the first coming of Jesus; it will be brought to completion in 

the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. At a time when the Romans were ruling their large 

empire, Jesus came, and the kingdom of God was inaugurated by Jesus. Eventually the kingdom of 

God introduced by Jesus in the days of the Romans will be victorious over all earthly kingdoms. 

After Daniel has given the interpretation of the dream to Nebuchadnezzar, the king bows down in 

amazed admiration of Daniel (2:46). What other person does he know that could tell him what he 

had dreamed? It is not only the interpretation that he admires. Any trickster could invent an 

interpretation. Daniel has clearly spoken supernaturally, in telling the king what was in his dream. 

The king comes to know the reality of the God of Israel and the reality of His working in Daniel 

(2:47). Daniel receives great honour (2:48) and at Daniel's request so do his three friends who had 

been his companions in prayer (2:49). 

Now, how should we respond to this dream? How should we apply these principles to our lives? 

It encourages us to see reality around us more clearly. 

All earthly kingdoms; all earthly glory – transient. Temporary. Whether our context is an actively 

hostile dictatorship—whether we’re living under communist rule in Asia, or in a relatively 

benevolent democracy: one day the glory and power of this kingdom too will come to an end and 

there will be many others after it, if the Lord doesn’t return first. 

This reality helps us to focus our priorities and values. Which kingdom are we building? Are we 

pouring ourselves into the power and glory of this world’s kingdoms, a power and glory that will 

inevitably decay and topple into obscurity? Or are we pouring ourselves into the pursuit of God’s 

kingdom, the only kingdom that will truly last? 

How are we measuring our success? Are we measuring our success by the fickle standards of 

present appearances, or do we have our eyes fixed on ultimate things? 

It’s easy to become disillusioned and discouraged in our pursuit of God’s kingdom if we measure 

things by the present. The church here on earth often seems powerless and weak, pressured from 

every side by problems. 

Individually – our own lives may have little evidence of progress in holiness and Christlikeness. 

But the answer to that temptation to despair is to fix your eyes on the glorious promises of God and 

trust that in his own time He will build His kingdom, both in our lives and in this world. No one and 

nothing can stop him from accomplishing His purposes. 

Now this is an important lesson for us. Seeing this actually reality that God has revealed to us here 

is so important. And it’s particularly important in two particular circumstances. 

1. When things are going badly for us in this life. 
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Remember that this world is not the ultimate. When we face sickness and hardship and even death 

itself—we need to remember that there is a kingdom that lasts beyond the grave. There’s a time 

coming when the kingdom of this world will become the kingdom of our God. See Rev. 11:15. 

On the other hand, 

2. We also need to be reminded of this truth when life is going well for us. 

Why? 

This dream that Nebuchadnezzar had was not just for the Israelites who were squirming under the 

foot of the statue, but also for Nebuchadnezzar himself, who was the head of gold. In times of 

prosperity and power and earthly glory we need to remember that there will be an “after this”! 

Who is the rock? 

The rock is a picture of Jesus Christ. See Eph. 1:9; Mark 1:15; Luke 20:17-18. Note that the last 

words in that prophecy in Luke come straight from Daniel 2:44-45. 

Note the paradox of Luke 20, though. Jesus brings about the establishment of his kingdom how? 

Through his rejection by the Jews and his sacrificial death. The son of the vineyard owner 

accomplishes his mission by dying! See Luke 20:15. His kingdom is not like the kingdoms of this 

world! How do the kingdoms of the world advance? By power and conquest and glory in their 

strength. The kingdom of God advances through suffering and death, a pattern in which Jesus’ 

death led the way. By his death he brings life to all who will come and bow down before him and 

enter his kingdom by trusting in him. 

And to be sure – his kingdom started out small. Mustard seed-like! But it grows into an unstoppable 

force. 

A focus on the future, but also on the present 

Another way of making that application is to look at what happens next with Daniel and his friends. 

See vv. 46ff. They weren’t “so heavenly minded that they were of no earthly good”! They didn’t 

isolate themselves as they waited for God’s kingdom. Rather, they poured themselves into seeking 

the welfare of their temporary home. See Jer. 29:5-7. Important to keep that balance. 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Through the Fire (Daniel 3) 

The Statue 

Daniel says that it was an “image of gold,” which could have been human in form as was frequently 

the case. It could have been in Nebuchadnezzar’s likeness, which is not out of character with what 

we know of the man. It could have been an image of one of the Babylonian gods, Nebo or Marduk. 

Some believe it was an obelisk or even just an upright slab. 

It’s size: 60 cubits (about 30m) by 6 cubits (about 3m). Huge! Odd proportions (a height 10x its 

width), but the pedestal may have been included in the height that is given. N.B. that the Colossus 

of Rhodes was about 100 feet tall. Gold (or overlaid with gold as was Israel’s golden altar, etc.) 

Why did Nebuchadnezzar build it? 

The idea of an enormous golden statue reminds us immediately of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in the 

previous chapter. That’s what Hippolytus of Rome believed Nebuchadnezzar was wanting to build. 

Perhaps he had become obsessed by the interpretation that the gold head represented him and his 

kingdom. If this is the case, then we can assume that the message of God’s omniscience and 

sovereignty had faded in Nebuchadnezzar’s mind and all that was left was the memory of the 

(temporary) glory of his Babylonian kingdom. So the statue then would have been 

Nebuchadnezzar’s attempt to reach for some immortality—something that would live on after he 

was gone. 

Perhaps he was thinking, “Wouldn’t it be nice if more of that statue were gold that just the head? 

The head represents me, and I’m glad that I’m the head and not a toe, for example. But it would 

really be nice if I were not just the head but the whole statue. Why should my kingdom be 

succeeded by other kingdoms? Why should this great Babylon that I have built last forever?” So 

Nebuchadnezzar built this great statue that represented his will for the future. It was all gold. 

Nebuchadnezzar was defying God and was saying in effect, “I will not allow the God of Daniel to set 

my kingdom aside. My rule will endure.” 

 Note that there is a difference between temporary religious diversion and lasting spiritual 

conversion. The Puritan John Owen explains: 

“As a traveller, in his way meeting with a violent storm of thunder and rain, immediately turns out 

of his way to some house or tree for his shelter, but yet this causeth him not to give over his journey 

so soon as the storm is over he returns to his way and progress again: so it is with men in bondage 

to sin. They are in a course of pursuing their lusts; the law meets with them in a storm of thunder 

and lightning from heaven, terrifies and hinders them in their way. This turns them for a season out 
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of their course; they will run to prayer or amendment of life, for some shelter from the storm of 

wrath which is feared coming upon their consciences. But is their course stopped? Are their 

principles altered? Not at all; so soon as the storm is over, so that they begin to wear out that sense 

and the terror that was upon them, they return to their former course in the service of sin again” 

(Works, 6:317-18). 

Some, like commentator Leon Wood, believe that Nebuchadnezzar just wanted to secure the 

allegiance of his court ministers, especially the young foreigners from Israel. N.B. who was being 

called to bow down to this statue (3:2ff). 

The call to worship 

No separation between church and state in Babylon. The king controls the religion and he dictates 

what god is to be worshipped. 

So Nebuchadnezzar builds a god and demands that it be worshipped. This idol is part of his “state 

machinery”. It’s a way for him to control his people. 

Incidentally, we see this “state religion” idea today in various parts of the world. Many in India 

would say that “you’re not really Indian if you’re not Hindu”. In various Middle Eastern countries 

you are to submit to Islamic sharia law or suffer the consequences. Even countries that think 

they’re pluralistic want an imposed pluralism where nothing is absolute except a certain kind of 

pluralism! You’re in trouble if you say anything exclusively since there are no absolutes except the 

ideology that there are no absolutes! With some countries it is the homage to the national 

government or leader that is used to unify people (China, the old Soviet Union, North Korea, etc.). 

There are even overtones, I believe in the United States where segments of the American society 

places pressure on people to put the country first and God second (or at least make God and 

country equal). And, there are pressures in Australia, too. Thankfully, in our society, we are not 

likely to get shot or thrown into a fiery furnace for being the odd one out, and we still have a 

remarkable amount of freedom. But we still feel other kinds of pressure to conform and put the 

demands of our God in second place. 

The fact that all peoples, nations and languages were to fall down and worship it suggests that 

Nebuchadnezzar intended to unite his kingdom under this religion. It must be remembered, 

however, that heathen kings recognized the deities of other nations. They simply demanded that 

conquered peoples acknowledge their god (i.e., the god of the conqueror) as more powerful than 

those of the vanquished country. 

One thing was repeatedly stressed, though, and this was that it was “the image that King 

Nebuchadnezzar set up” (note vv. 1-3, 5, 7, 12, 15, 18). Even if they statue represented a god (other 

than Neb.), no one was left in any doubt as to whose power lay behind its existence. 
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N.B. that the people Nebuchadnezzar called together weren’t just a diverse group of government 

officials. They were representatives of “peoples, nations and men of every language” (v. 4). 

But remember what we read in 2:21? 

The significance of the location 

The Babylonian plain was the location for the building of the Tower of Babel in Gen. 11:2. The 

Tower of Babel had two functions in the minds of its builders: it was a defiant attempt to make a 

name for the people who built it as a lasting legacy to their glory (not God’s), and it was also an 

attempt to bring together the people and prevent them from being scattered, as God decreed in 

Gen. 11:4. 

It seems the Neb. had the same two goals in mind. 

Here they stand 

N.B. vv. 8-12. At this point some of the Babylonian officials came forward and made known to 

Nebuchadnezzar a small detail that the narrator, Daniel, had previously passed over as he surveyed 

the vast crowd. While the whole world, or so it would seem, was busily bowing before 

Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold, there was a small group of three individuals who resisted the 

decree and were standing with unbowed heads at the crucial moment. Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. 

The three were charged with: ingratitude, impiety and, of course, disobedience (v. 12). 

Worth noting that there were only three men in the whole vast crowd who refused to bow down to 

Neb’s statue. 

Lesson: standing up for God will often be a very lonely activity. There will be times in every life 

when to do what is right we simply can’t hide in the crowd. We will have to stand more or less 

alone. 

Sometimes it’s a public stand of faith: example of Martin Luther who stood before the church 

authorities at the Diet of Worms. Called on to abandon his commitment to justification by faith in 

Christ alone he boldly declared, “Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason...my 

conscience is captive to the Word of God, I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against 

conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen.” 

Luther’s example shows us that at times we may even be called upon to stand alone for what is 

right even within the church itself. 

Sometimes is a private stand for faith: there will be other times when no one outside our 

immediate circle of friends will even be aware of whether we stand for our faith or crumple under 

pressure. Our testimony for the faith may be completely unobserved. Yet whether there is a large 
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crowd, or none at all, we shouldn’t forget that the most important audience, God himself, is always 

watching us. 

Of course, in the case of S, M and A, it was a very public trial of faith. 

See vv. 13-18. 

N.B. the king’s rage. It was a challenge to his authority. It was a challenge to his desire for national 

unity. He gives them a final ultimatum. 

Now take special note of S, M and A’s response to King Nebuchadnezzar. “If the God whom we 

serve is willing to save us, then he will do so, but even if he does not choose to do so, we still will 

not serve your gods or bow down to the image of gold you have made.” Note the conditional clause 

that ends with “But if not...” – it’s not God’s power to save that’s in doubt. This is the God who 

raises up kings and casts the down (2:21). This is the God who is able to rescue Daniel from the 

mouth of the hungry lions (6:27). No, the sense here is willingness not ability. 

Same Hebrew word (yokol) used in Gen. 37:4. It wasn’t that Joseph’s brothers were unable 

physically to speak a civil greeting to him. It’s that they were unwilling. 

So here in Daniel, the question isn’t whether God has the physical ability to rescue them, but rather 

whether using His power to save them is part of His divine plan. 

Another example: Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:39). In terms of absolute possibility, the Father 

was certainly able to deliver the Son from drinking that cup of suffering and death. Yet, given the 

Father’s will to save sinners, the cross became a necessity. That goal couldn’t be accomplished in 

any other way. 

So there’s no doubt in the Hebrew Three’s minds as to God’s power to save them. Look what they 

confess to Daniel in 2:20-23. They were certain about that. What they weren’t certain about was 

what? They weren’t certain about the actual way in which God’s plans for them would work 

themselves out in this situation. 

Here’s the thing: God’s power is sometimes used in dramatic ways to deliver His people, like when 

He parted the Red Sea for Israel. Yet there are other times when that same power is withheld and 

His people are allowed to suffer. 

So, S, M & A didn’t presume to predict what the outcome would be in their case. 

Is there a lesson here for us? For prayer? For standing for God and trusting Him for the outcome? 

If God were our servant, or even our accomplice, He would be predictable and He would always do 

our bidding. But S, M & A understood that God is sovereign. It was His choice, whether He chose to 

be glorified in their deaths or glorified through their dramatic deliverance. 
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But either way, it didn’t make a difference to their decision. Whether they were miraculously 

delivered or left to burn in the fire – S, M & A would not compromise in their commitment to the 

Lord. Live or die, they would be faithful to their God. 

Lessons: 

God will sustain us in the situations that He brings us into. Like manna, God will graciously give us 

what we need for that particular day. 

It’s not just the big things. Realize that the same battle S, M & A fought is actually being fought out 

daily in our hearts over much smaller issues. Are we going to declare the Lord to be our God come 

what may, or will we bow down to the multitude of glittering idols that the world presents to us? 

These idols are not physical statues. They are the various pleasures, the desires and the attitudes 

that society tells us that we need to have if we’re to be fulfilled and live a worthwhile life. They are 

the things that promise blessing, apart from God, if we would only bow down to them. They also 

promise to curse us if we fail to meet their demands. 

What could those things be? 

Could it include the respect and admiration of others? The pressure to be one of the “in-crowd” at 

uni? The cost of admission to that “in-crowd” could be that we mustn’t respect our parents, or talk 

about God or keep ourselves holy and pure before God. 

What else? What things does the television place before us as important goals in life that we must 

have? 

But realize, when we stand up to the idols of our age, we better be prepared to experience their 

wrath. 

See Dan. 3:19-23. 

Immanuel: God with Us 

The surprising end to this story: it wasn’t surprising that the fire was so hot that it killed the soldiers 

who threw the Faithful Three into the furnace. The amazing twist of events came when Neb. 

watched S, M & A fall into the fire. Not only did he see that they were free and unharmed, but they 

were also joined in the fire by a fourth individual, who had the appearance of a divine being! See 

vv. 24-25. 

Whoever this one was, and I believe it was a “Christophany,” it was certainly a physical 

demonstration of God’s presence with these believers in their distress. 

God didn’t simply rescue them from the fire. He sent His personal emissary to go through the fire 

with them! This presence takes on even richer dimensions in the NT. God comes to dwell physically 

with us as Immanuel. 
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See vv. 26-27. 

They weren’t merely physically unharmed. They didn’t even smell like smoke! Comprehensive 

salvation by God! See Isaiah 43:2. Now note, God didn’t promise to take his people around the 

waters or keep the fire far from them. On the contrary, tribulation was the expected path for God’s 

saints. See also Acts 14:22; 1 Peter 1:6-7; Romans 8:38-39. Trials provide the context in which the 

faith of believers shines clearly before the eyes of a watching world. It’s in the furnace that our faith 

is displayed most clearly! And yet, in the midst of those trials, the Lord has promised that His 

people could count on His presence with them. He protects our faith and ensures that the trials 

won’t overwhelm us. He doesn’t stand afar off. He promises to be with us. He is Immanuel. 

Note the reason why Immanuel came... He wasn’t just God With Us, but he came to take our place 

in order to bring us into his kingdom. See Matt. 4:9-10 and Rev. 11:15. Christ came so that the 

kingdom of the world could become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, a goal that could 

come only by way of the path that wound toward the cross of Calvary. 

He felt the full range of pain, sorry and temptation in this fallen world but never once bowed his 

head to an idol. He never surrendered, not even under the most immense temptation and pressure. 

His obedience was tested and tested and he was found faithful even to death. 

Yet what happened when Christ went through the furnace? 

When Jesus went through his own personal furnace – he was completely alone! God was with S, M 

& A in the fire and we have the promise of the Lord’s sustaining presence in our trials. But on the 

cross Jesus felt the utter aloneness of total abandonment by God. There was no one with him. 

Why? Why would God be with S, M & A, but not with His own Son? Why would He be faithful to His 

promise to be with Israel, sinners as they were, and then abandon Jesus, His perfect chosen One? 

You’d expect it the other way around. 

Answer: on the cross Jesus was taking into himself the fiery pains that we deserve for our 

compromise and idolatry. 

Unlike Daniel and his three friends, I am no hero of the faith. Every time I bow down to one of the 

idols of my heart, I earn myself God’s judgement curse. I choose to escape the fiery threat of my 

idol, but only at the cost of earning the fiery judgement of God for my unfaithfulness. Neb is not the 

only one who condemns to the fire those who will not bow the knee to him. Our God rightfully 

demands the wholehearted homage of those to whom He has created. 

Yet in the case of His people, God took all of our fiery judgement curse and laid it on His Son. He 

personally paid the price of my hell during those six hours on the cross so that I might pass through 

the threatening fire unburned and emerge safely on the other side. 
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What’s more, his perfect faithfulness is now credited to my account as if it were my own. A 

faithfulness that far exceeds that of S, M & Abednego is now mine as a free gift. I’m welcomed into 

God’s presence for Christ’s sake. 

A true source of unity 

What Nebuchadnezzar was trying to achieve (in vain) – making a lasting name for himself and 

binding together the peoples, nations and languages in one united worshipping society – now 

accomplished by God through Christ. See Rev. 7:9ff. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s response 

See 3:28-29. 

How did Nebuchadnezzar respond? 

Not all respond to God’s saving actions the same way... 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

The Problem with Pride (Daniel 4) 

Those awful annual family (brag) newsletters... And the problem is not simply that particular 

family’s pride in their achievements. The Lord will deal with them (or not) as He sees fit. No, quite 

often those letters reveal something in my own heart. So often they reveal the pride in my own 

heart. Pride causes us to compare our own achievements and rewards to those of others around 

us: it boasts if we have achieved something greater and it sulks if we have done less or if our 

achievements have not found the recognition we think they deserve. Quite often those brag-

newsletters challenge our own pride. Amazing, isn’t it? 

One day Diogenes was invited to dinner by Plato, and when he reached Plato’s house he began to 

energetically wipe the mud from his sandals on Plato’s rich carpets, saying as he did so, “Thus I 

trample on Plato’s pride,” to which Plato responded slyly, “With even greater pride, Diogenes.” 

Pride and humility are like that. Just as pride seems to be pervasive, humility often seems to be 

evasive. One is constantly increasing. The other is constantly decreasing. 

Now I suppose we could argue that there is a good kind of pride, but maybe we shouldn’t call it 

“pride”, but there’s the kind of quality that causes people to take a certain kind of satisfaction in a 

job well-done and seeks to care for and protect their family and the things they’ve worked for and 

so on. We often call that “pride” or “taking pride in your work.” But that’s not the quality we’re 

focussing on here. 

Tonight we’re looking at that other kind of pride—what we might call, to paraphrase that movie, 

“pride of biblical proportions.” This is the kind of sinful quality that causes a person to “look out for 

number one” or to assume that when he mentions “number one” he is, of course, talking about 

himself. 

It was said of Karl Marx that he didn’t believe in God. But he believed much in himself and makes 

everyone serve himself. 

Pride is one of the few sins that is still almost universally recognized as being wrong. Even people 

who wouldn’t necessarily call themselves “religious” find pride offensive. Yet, at the same time, few 

people actually recognize the sin of pride within themselves. We may see it quite clearly in others, 

but it often deceptively slides undetected into our own hearts. 

So we need to pray in a special way for God’s grace and mercy to come upon us. In his grace and 

mercy God will sometimes use life’s difficult to take off those blinders from our eyes and allow us to 

see what’s within our hearts. 
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Tonight’s passage: a case-study in pride—the story of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4. It’s a journey 

from pride to humility and as we get into this passage, it’s my prayer that we won’t just find a 

lesson about others, but we’ll find a lesson about ourselves. 

Why would Nebuchadnezzar be proud? Why would it have been tempting for him? 

He was the second emperor of the Babylonian empire. He was the most famous warrior in the 

world at the time. Much of the Old Testament is about the fall of Jerusalem and lamenting that 

terrible event – Lamentations is about this. Jeremiah is about this. Ezekiel is about this. Well, while 

Jeremiah is within Jerusalem’s walls lamenting – Nebuchadnezzar was leading the siege against 

Jerusalem. We know this already. Nebuchadnezzar was the great Babylonian military general and 

emperor and king. Really, if we think about it, this letter of Nebuchadnezzar’s, which is what Daniel 

chapter 4 is, is probably the most powerful author or person that we have, really, writing in the 

Bible (from a human perspective). From a human perspective, this is an amazing piece of writing. 

It’s a letter written by the world’s biggest superpower of the sixth century BC. By God’s grace – that 

piece of writing ended up in our Bibles. 

Why would Nebuchadnezzar write a letter like this to his subjects? 

Well, I think we’ll see here that perhaps Nebuchadnezzar was writing it to explain why the most 

powerful emperor in the world at the time would end up worshipping the God of this small, exiled, 

defeated nation, Israel. As we saw last week in chapter 3, there was this association that connected 

each particular nation with its god. So if Nation A fought a war against Nation B and Nation A won, 

the assumption was, at the time, that the god(s) of Nation A were strong than the gods of Nation B. 

So in that context, it would have been very strange to have Nebuchadnezzar sounding forth the 

praises of this Hebrew God, Yahweh. He was the emperor of the most powerful nation in the world 

and he was worshipping the God of this conquered nation, Israel! That ought to stand out to us. We 

ought to take notice. 

So take note. This is a striking shift in the life of the most powerful man in the world. It’s as 

dramatic as the transformation in the New Testament of Saul, the persecuting Pharisee, to Paul, the 

apostle of the Gentiles. How did it take place? 

Why would he do this? 

Let’s let Nebuchadnezzar tell us the story. See Dan. 4:1-18. 

One thing to notice – Nebuchadnezzar’s narrative actually begins at the end of the story. He begins 

his letter with praise to God, which he wrote after he’d been humbled. See again vv. 1-3. 

The story begins, the transformation begins with Nebuchadnezzar having everything he desired. He 

was content and prosperous. He was at home in his great palace. Can you, by the way, imagine 

reading Nebuchadnezzar’s annual brag letter? It would surely put to shame any brag letter you’ve 

ever had the frustration of reading. 
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Yet in this situation of contentedness and prosperity – God acts. God had to remove that 

contentedness and prosperity in order to work on Nebuchadnezzar’s heart. 

That’s a good lesson to start with: 

I’m sure we will recognize from our own experience that discontent and disaster, well, hardship 

anyway, are very often the things that happen first before there can be spiritual change and 

growth. As long as we are comfortable and at-ease in this world, we are not normally ready to 

examine our hearts and make deep changes. But it’s when God stirs up the calm waters of our lives 

that we are ready to make those changes... So it’s often when our career is in shreds or when our 

marriage is on the rocks or when the doctor announces some bad test results that we are finally 

motivated to get serious about spiritual things. 

And if that’s true, and I think it is, it tells us that we ought to approach those hard times with a far 

more positive, thankful attitude than we normally do. These experiences should prompt within us 

the expectation and hope that God is going to do something important in our lives. It’s in the 

storms of life that God shows us who we really are and, even more importantly, who He really is. 

So the Lord’s first arrow is aimed right at Nebuchadnezzar’s contentedness. 

But Nebuchadnezzar calls his wise men together because he’s had another dream and this one has 

frightened him. It’s disturbed him. Finding that none of his wise men can interpret it, he finally 

turns to his highest ranked court official, Daniel (Belteshazzar) and asks him for help. Now you 

remember the dream that Neb. had back in chapter 2. It was the dream of the great statue—the 

great image. So Neb. knows that Daniel can interpret dreams. God has given him that ability. 

But now the dream isn’t of a great statue or a great image, it’s of a great? Tree. It’s a dream about 

this great tree and about this message from this angel, this messenger of God to chop that tree 

down. And carrying out this sentence of chopping the tree down isn’t going to be fatal. No, in this 

case, if you look at v. 15-16 you’ll see the result. 

Daniel’s reaction: v. 19. Note Nebuchadnezzar’s reassurance of Daniel.  

The description of the tree reaching to the heavens (v. 11) reminds us once again of the Tower of 

Babel (Gen. 11) and the tree: Nebuchadnezzar. The divine lumberjack will bring the mighty tree 

crashing to the ground, removing it from its place of influence and glory. 

According to the vision, Neb. would be brought down very low. Not only would he lose his power 

and glory, but it seems his very humanity would be removed from him. See v. 23ff. 

But there’s hope! When the tree is cut down, the stump and the roots are allowed to remain (v. 

15). This is the kind of tree where when you chop it down and the stump remains, there’s still hope 

of new growth from the stump. So God’s act of judgement on Neb. would not be a final cutting off. 

The command “to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be 

restored to you when you acknowledge that the Most High rules” (v. 26). So Neb. was to 
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experience a full time of judgement in this animal-like state (typical Hebrew fashion: “seven times,” 

since seven is the Hebrew number of completeness). But when that time was completed and Neb. 

acknowledged that “the Most High rules”, in other words, that God is in charge of the universe and 

Neb. is not, his kingdom would be restored to him (v. 26). 

But note that there was room for repentance (v. 27). All of this wasn’t inevitable. The purpose of 

the dream was to put a warning shot across Neb’s bow so that he might repent of his pride. 

Nebuchadnezzar had time to show that repentance by doing what was right—“practicing 

righteousness” and “showing mercy to the oppressed”. If Neb. humbled himself, then God would 

not need to further humble him. But if he didn’t repent, then he would find out who is really in 

control of the universe. 

Lesson: 

I believe God does that with us at times, too. Maybe he sends someone into our way to confront us. 

Maybe we catch a glimpse of what’s down the road if we don’t turn to the Lord, by seeing the 

failures of others. Maybe God gives us a glimpse of what’s in our own heart. We haven’t completely 

gone down the road yet, but God graciously allows us to see where we may be heading. He puts a 

show across our bow. We’re challenged to repent and humble ourselves before the Lord while 

there’s still time. 

But what happened in Neb’s case? Sadly, he rejected the call to repent. The warning went 

unheeded. God’s incredible patience. Twelve months of waiting. 

A whole year went by, during which Neb. had plenty of opportunities to live his life differently. 

Instead, he mistook God’s merciful delay of judgement as a sign that he could ignore the warning. 

So...note vv. 28ff. “Was it something I said?” The boastful words were hardly out of his mouth 

before the sentence of judgment was announced from heaven: “O King Neb., to you it is spoken: 

The kingdom has departed from you, and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling 

shall be with the beasts of the field...” 

So Neb. lost his power and position in society and even, it seems, his humanity. 

Mental illness? We don’t know. But we do know that this was a direct judgement of God on 

Nebuchadnezzar. This wasn’t just some naturally occurring phenomenon. 

And, at the end of God’s appointed time of judgement, Neb. raised his eyes to heaven and his mind 

was restored. 

Now this is worth noting: note where Neb’s eyes were at the beginning and where they were at the 

end of his judgement. At the beginning: he’s on his lofty perch, he’s overlooking his kingdom from 

the rooftop of his palace and his eyes roam up and down left and right and he compares his glory to 

that of other men and he glorifies himself. He thought of himself as the centre of the universe. He 

glories in his own achievements and he puts everyone else down in second place. This is exactly 
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what pride does. It puts us at the centre of our universe. It causes us to glory in our own 

achievements and to put everyone else in second place. By its very nature, pride has to be cleverer 

than someone else, or more attractive than other people, or a better cook, or a faster runner, or a 

more skilled gardener, or whatever. Pride is never satisfied in what has been accomplished because 

its essence always lies in defeating others, not in achieving the thing itself. 

Restoration 

See vv. 34-37. 

Now we must see this. The end of Neb’s humbling and the return of his reason came when? When 

he took his eyes off of himself and lifted them up to heaven in an act of prayer and dependence. 

True humility: looking away from yourself. False humility might say things like, “O, how terrible I am 

or how worthless I am...” but its eyes are still fixed on itself, right? In false humility your eyes are 

still caught up in yourself. They may be focussed on your own weaknesses and not strengths, but 

they’re still focussed on yourself. In fact, false humility kind of takes pride in your own failures and 

weaknesses.  

But true humility: looks away from yourself and turns your attention to God. God becomes 

everything. True humility acknowledges that you can’t stand by yourself, but God can make (even 

you) stand strong and firm. Humility sees that apart from Christ you can do nothing, but in Christ 

you can accomplish whatever God wills for you. 

End result of Neb’s humbling? Even greater exaltation. See v. 36. 

Lessons 

For Israel. See Isaiah 6:11-13. Like Neb., Israel was a once-proud tree and it had been reduced to a 

stump. But the dream of Neb. should have been hope for them. See 2 Chron. 7:14. 

For us. Do you realize that the gospel is a very humbling message? The only way for us to enter 

God’s kingdom is how? With empty hands. Lifting our eyes to heaven and confessing our desperate 

need. 

By nature – that’s hard for us. As we look at our lives, morally and in every other way, it’s easy for 

us to survey it and say, “Look what I’ve done!” We’re tempted to think that the world revolves 

around us. We are tempted to trust in our achievements. We’re tempted to compare ourselves to 

others (morally, too!). 

But we can receive the gospel message only when we recognize that before a holy God even our 

best achievements simply increase our condemnation. 

Here’s the thing – when we stand before God, our problem isn’t just our weaknesses and failures. 

It’s also our strengths and successes! Think about that! It’s those strengths and successes that call 

us to trust in ourselves and not God. They call us to take pride in ourselves. Our goodness itself can 
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be an obstacle to receiving the message of the gospel because in our pride we don’t see our need 

for God. God may need to bring us a down a notch or two. He may bring something into our lives to 

totally level us before Him.  

Example of the Prodigal Son... 

So, how is it possible for the humble to be restored through these trials? 

Note that there’s nothing redemptive in trials that earns God’s favour. We’re totally on the wrong 

track if we see it as a penance we go through to pay for our mistakes or to pay for our pride. 

Neb’s restoration didn’t come until he looked away from himself and he lifted his eyes to heaven. 

He looked simply to God’s grace to restore him. 

Why should God exalt the humble? 

It’s easy to see why God should humble the proud and show them that they are not as great and 

powerful as they think they are. Wicked kings like Neb. need to be taught a lesson... But why should 

God exalt the humble? Why do they receive His favour? 

Consider Christ. This king could truly have looked out over all creation and said, “Is not this the 

world that I have created for my royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my 

majesty?” 

Yet, instead of exalting himself, this king voluntarily humbled himself. See Phil. 2. He wasn’t forced 

to. He humbled himself willingly and he did it so that we might be redeemed from our pride. The 

one who by rights could naturally have exalted himself, made himself lower than the angels in 

order to redeem a people for himself. 

Now he is exalted... 

And we are rescued by being united to him by faith. 

What’s more – this vision of the crucified and exalted Jesus is itself the cure for our pride. How can 

we exalt ourselves and continue to sing our own praises when our eyes are fixed on Jesus? The 

glory of his majesty as the Creator reminds us our own smallness as created beings. 

So we need to take our eyes off ourselves and our accomplishments. We need to take our eyes off 

our failures and disasters. We need to stop comparing ourselves with others. Instead, lift your eyes 

heavenward and look to Christ, the humbled and now exalted King. His death and resurrection are 

the way by which we are restored to our senses and made welcome in the most exalted company. 

Application 

 Fix your eyes on Christ. 

 Recognize God’s sovereign power (and delight in it). 

 Fear God’s judgements. 
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 Hate your own pride. 

 Humble yourself under God’s mighty hand...or God will humble you. 

 Turn from sin. 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

The Writing is on the Wall (Daniel 5) 

From the days of Nebuchadnezzar, the book of Daniel now leaps ahead about twenty years. If 

Daniel chapter three was about a king coming to salvation, chapter 5 is about a king confirming his 

damnation. Similarities: in both chapters we see a powerful king. In both chapters the king is given 

a warning by God. In both chapters Daniel acts as an interpreter of God’s warning. 

Belshazzar was Nabonidus’ eldest son and since his father left much of the ruling to the son he was 

more or less the king in Babylon, and our book calls him “Belshazzar the king” (5:9, 26, 39). 

What do we observe about this event? 

1. Belshazzar despised the God of Israel. 

Power does not mean happiness, and Belshazzar is not a happy man. He is powerful, as the acting-

king of Babylon. He holds a gigantic banquet for a thousand of his nobles (5:1), and he spends an 

evening drinking wine with them. Why? 

 It is not because his nobles are such charming people! 

 It is not a matter of kindness and concern for the upper classes of the land. 

It is pride. Men and women like to win the approval and admiration of others and will do all sorts of 

things to get their attention and admiration. His party is also the height of foolishness and wishful 

thinking because (as we shall discover in 5:30), the armies of Cyrus of Persian are even at this 

moment outside the city. Belshazzar is trying to show the leaders of the land that he has no fears, 

and that all is well in the country - but it is very far from the truth. 

It’s interesting: by focusing our attention on this one event—this elaborate feast—the only event in 

Belshazzar’s life worth mentioning, the narrator is subtly underlining for us the emptiness of 

Belshazzar’s life. 

Think about Nebuchadnezzar from a worldly standpoint. He destroyed cities and carried off 

plunder. He made mighty statues. He built the wonders of royal Babylon. 

The only thing Belshazzar could make was a feast! Nebuchadnezzar built an empire and Belshazzar 

planned a party! 

Even the centrepiece of this feast—the golden vessels that had been taken from the temple in 

Jerusalem—had been carried off by Nebuchadnezzar, not Belshazzar. The only thing Belshazzar 

could do was profane these sacred and precious vessels by using them in this feast at which he 

praised his own false gods. 



46 
 

Belshazzar knows about the God of Israel, and he knows what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. Yet 

Belshazzar is not seeking peace or cleansing of conscience from the God in whom Nebuchadnezzar 

eventually put his trust. He is deliberately using the vessels from the temple in acts of sacrilege and 

scorn. 

2. The Hand from Heaven 

Belshazzar didn’t have long to enjoy his feast though. Even while he and his nobles were praising 

their man-made gods—a revelation from the one true God interrupts his party. 

See vv. 4-9. 

Belshazzar’s response again underlines the great difference between him and his predecessor, 

Nebuchadnezzar. When Neb. had dreams, what was his response? They “troubled” and 

“frightened” him (see Dan. 2:1 and 4:5). Note v. 6. He was totally undone by the experience. In fact, 

the Aramaic literally says that the “knots of his joints were loosened” and most probably, this does 

not mean just that his legs gave way, but rather that he lost control of his bodily functions. A wet 

patch appeared under his chair. When his wise men couldn’t interpret the writing, Belshazzar was 

left pale-faced and indecisive and at a loss as to know how to proceed. 

Who acts? Who takes charge? 

It was left to a woman, the queen mother, to solve King Belshazzar’s dilemma. This would have 

been a very humiliating situation in an ancient cultural context. She reminded Belshazzar of the 

existence of Daniel, whose ability to interpret dreams had been repeatedly demonstrated during 

the time of Nebuchadnezzar. 

See vv. 10-12. 

The implication here: Belshazzar ought to have known to whom he should turn when he needed 

divine enlightenment and he would have known, if only he were more like Nebuchadnezzar. 

Read vv. 13-17. 

Note how Belshazzar addresses Daniel. It’s not as the Daniel whom his predecessor made chief of 

his wise men, but as the Daniel whom his predecessor brought in exile from Jerusalem. He wanted 

to put Daniel firmly in his place right from the outset. 

What’s more, Belshazzar puts a sceptical question mark over the claims of Daniel’s gifts: “I have 

heard...” (vv. 14 and 16). It’s as if Belshazzar was putting on the record his scepticism about Daniel 

by affirming that there was a difference between just hearing and believing. 

In return, Daniel’s response left out the usual deferential politeness of the Babylonian court. Note 

the bluntness in v. 17.  Belshazzar can keep his rewards. Daniel’s services were not for sale to the 

highest bidder. He wasn’t about to give a favourable interpretation only if the price was right. 
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However, before he interpreted the mysterious writing for Belshazzar, Daniel first put the oracle 

into its context, a context that once again compared and contrasted Belshazzar and 

Nebuchadnezzar. The contrast is highlighted by the structure of the opening sentence. Daniel 

began, “O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness and 

glory and majesty.” Implication being: Daniel was suggesting that the Lord hadn’t given similar 

sovereignty or glory to Belshazzar. Yet even though Nebuchadnezzar had received from the Lord 

true greatness and majesty, with godlike powers to raise up and to humble and to kill and keep 

alive—when he became arrogant, the Lord had humbled him and brought him down from his high 

standing. 

See vv. 19-21. 

What’s the point of Daniel’s speech? 

Well, King Neb. had something to be proud about, yet the Lord humbled him. Belshazzar, who 

didn’t have much to be proud about at all and certainly fell short of Neb.’s achievements, should 

have learned from this experience and humbled himself as well. Instead, although Belshazzar knew 

what had happened to Nebuchadnezzar, he had still exalted himself against the Lord, sacrilegiously 

profaning the temple vessels from Jerusalem by using them in this idolatrous act of worship. He had 

praised his fake gods, all the while neglecting the one true God who gave him his very life-breath. 

So here’s the thing: God does not like it when we are unteachable. 

The mysterious message is a signal to Belshazzar that he is unteachable. He has not learned 

anything from what happened to his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar. God gave incredible power and 

authority to Nebuchadnezzar (5:17-19). It led to Nebuchadnezzar's becoming very arrogant and 

hard and God stripped him of his royal glory until he acknowledged that his sovereignty came from 

God alone (5:20-21). 

Belshazzar should have learned something from this. We are all meant to think and to see what 

God is saying to us. People have an awareness of God in their hearts. Belshazzar knew what he was 

doing when he defied the God of Israel. Belshazzar should have taken this knowledge that he had, 

and his knowledge of what happened to Nebuchadnezzar, and he should have pressed on to seek 

God. We have a sense of God's lordship over us. Our sense that God is given to us so that we might 

feel after him. He is close; it is possible to know him. Why has Belshazzar not learned from 

happened to Nebuchadnezzar? “You his son” - it means grandson – “...have not humbled yourself” 

(5:22). 

Application: we do well to pause a moment and apply this to ourselves. God expects us to learn 

about him and his ways. We all start from a position of ignorance. Even highly intelligent people like 

the apostle Paul have to say “I acted ignorantly and in unbelief”. We all start from that position. 

None of us are born knowing God and his ways. Yet God expects us to learn. We have a sense of 

God in our hearts and certain things happen to us that ought to make us see that God is there and 
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that God is real. No one in Nebuchadnezzar's family could really have any doubts that something 

amazing had happened to Nebuchadnezzar. 

See vv. 22-24. 

3. Weighed and found wanting 

A couple of things to mention here: 

It’s a great mercy from God if we receive a warning. 

Belshazzar had been defiantly ridiculing the power of the God of Israel when something happened 

that utterly shatters him and brings him to a point of terror. If God does this to you, consider it a 

great mercy! If when you are a long way from obedience to God, He does something that knocks 

aside your foolish complacency and makes you desperately want to know what He is saying - count 

it a great act of mercy of God in your life.  

God’s warning to Belshazzar sent him to the Word of God. 

The warning was not clear in itself.  A man of God who is able to bring the word of God is needed.  

The warning is step number one.  Step number two is to meet Daniel and have the warning clarified 

and pressed upon his conscience.  God sends warnings but it is likely that also we shall need to be 

more closely in touch with God's people, God's messenger, God's word, before we fully get the help 

that we need. 

Here’s the warning Belshazzar received: 

24 “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25 And this is the 

writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of the 

matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27 TEKEL, you 

have been weighed in the balances and found wanting; 28 PERES, your kingdom is divided and given 

to the Medes and Persians.”  

 

Now if you read those words as they stand, they form a sequence of weights, decreasing from a 

mina (“mene”), to a shekel (in Aramaic, “tekel”—1/60 of a mina), to a half-shekel (“peres”). 

But if you read the words as verbs (with a different vocalisation of the Aramaic letters), the 

sequence becomes a series of verbs: “Numbered, numbered, weighed, divided.” 

As Daniel himself explained it, the Lord had numbered the days of Belshazzar’s kingdom and had 

brought it to an end because King Belshazzar had been weighed in the balance and found wanting. 

As a result, his former kingdom would be dived and given to the Medes and Persians (“Peres,” the 

singular of “parisin,” sounds like the word for Persia). 

But did Belshazzar believe Daniel’s interpretation? We’ll never know for sure. 

But this we know: he was impressed and he gave Daniel the promised reward – v. 29. 
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But he did not feel the matter was so urgent that he should do much about it. 

His gift to Daniel was an empty gift, for that very night, 16th October 539 BC, the Medes and 

Persians entered Babylon. “Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and Dairus the Mede 

took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two” (vv. 30-31). 

So what folly. What foolishness. Belshazzar was feasting on the very brink of the grave and 

celebrating on the edge of extinction! And he never even knew it. 

With Belshazzar’s death, Babylon’s empire was brought to an end. 

Lessons: 

The story of Bel.’s feast reminds us not to be awed and impressed by earthly power and wealth. 

It’s tempting, isn’t it? In our culture we are apt to exalt and adulate, not only those who have real 

accomplishments, but even those with empty pretentions. We are far too easily impressed with all 

that glitters, whether or not it is truly gold... 

But it’s not just the rich and famous that we idolize. Our envy works at a far more mundane, 

ordinary level. We covet not only the assets and lifestyle of billionaires, but those of our neighbours 

as well... 

The reality is that we can all become little Belshazzars, puffed up by our miniscule achievements, 

even though they may not amount to much on an earthly scale, let alone a heavenly one. 

God’s judgement on our empty pride is severe. Our deeds and accomplishments have been 

weighed in the balances and found wanting. When we stand before God’s presence, we have 

nothing to boast about. 

And there’re plenty of modern echoes of the Belshazzar story. Just as Belshazzar feasted while the 

armies of his Median and Persian enemies were camped outside his gates, so too rebellious 

humanity actively ignores and suppresses the truth about God that bombards their senses on every 

side. See Romans 1:18. So people eat and drink and make merry, busily going after their sinful 

lifestyles, all the while ignoring God’s revelation of Himself in the Scripture and in creation. Just as 

Belshazzar used the temple vessels to praise his false gods, so too we take the things that belong to 

God and use them to feed our lusts and idolatries. 

The end will be the same. Our fate is as deserved as it is certain. 

But it wasn’t only Belshazzar who had been weighed in the balance and found wanting. His gods too 

failed the test. 

Belshazzar praised his gods of wood and stone and gold and silver, giving to them glory and honour. 

Yet his gods couldn’t keep the Lord’s messenger from disturbing the peace of his feast. Nor could 

they keep him safe from the Medes and Persians. 
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It may have seemed to the Babylonians that when they defeated Judah and destroyed their temple 

that they were therefore triumphing over Israel’s god as well. But as the book of Daniel unfolded, it 

became clear that the reality was that Israel’s God could effectively defend the honour of his sacred 

vessels and the lives of his faithful servants, while Babylon’s gods were impotent. Powerless. 

The Lord was able to save Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the fiery furnace. But Bel and 

Marduk had no power to save Belshazzar from the coming of the Persians. 

Whatever power Nebuchadnezzar had to kill had been given to him by the Lord, the Most High 

God, and not by his idols (5:19). And though Nebuchadnezzar was humbled, he eventually came to 

the realization that God, the God of Israel, was the one true God. 

In contrast, Belshazzar didn’t live long enough to find it out. He was humbled and crushed rather 

than being humbled and restored. 

We ought not be awed and bowled over by the gods and personalities of this age. This world’s idols 

are empty and powerless. Fame and fortune promise great rewards, but they are fickle masters. 

Wealth may seem to hold the key to an easy life, but those who find it discover that their lives have 

become more complicated than ever. Beauty is fleeting. Power is deceptive. None of these things 

can ever deliver the true satisfaction and meaning that we desire life. 

In the West we tend to idolize freedom and democracy as if those virtues had the power in 

themselves to magically transform the world. Yet ultimately, all of these things are no more than 

Belshazzar’s idols of gold, silver, bronze and stone. They are all great blessings, yes. They come from 

the hand of the Most High God who made the heavens and the earth. Yet if we make these created 

gifts into our gods and forget our Creator, then we are just as foolish and blind as Belshazzar was 

and we stand under the same judgment he did. 

So— 

The Lord is the One before whom you should truly stand in awe. He holds your life in his hand, just 

as he held sway over Belshazzar’s life. He could bring you down to poverty in an instant, through ill-

health or misfortune, or he could snuff you out like a candle in death. The same is true of our 

political institution and our government. The Lord is the One who has given our country strength 

and prosperity and stability. But the Lord could humble us and bring us down in a moment if he 

chose to do so. His faithful servants are the only ones who will truly endure and his kingdom is the 

only one that will never come to and end. 

 

Now let me step on some toes. Mine too. As Christians we may say that we believe these truths. 

But in practice we often act as if they were not true.  

Why is that we can become completely undone by far less threatening scenarios than that which 

faced Belshazzar? Our hearts can become torn up by worry if our job is threatened or even if the 



51 
 

car won’t start. We get overwhelmed. We despair if our health breaks down or if a treasured 

relationship begins to struggle. We respond angrily to those who insult us and damage our pride. 

All these responses reveal our hearts every bit as clearly as Belshazzar’s feast revealed his pride and 

the idols in which his trust was placed. We’re all functional Belshazzars. Our excessively strong 

negative emotions show that we have invested these things—our jobs, health, relationships, 

comfort, status, achievements—with divine importance. 

But at the same time, we confess with our lips that Jesus Christ is our Lord. 

We take the things that God has given us—our bodies, talents, spouses, children, positions of 

influence and leadership, achievements—and use them to offer worship to our empty idols. 

It’s what John Piper calls “making a cuckold out of God”. 

If we were to be weighed in God’s balance, here’s the thing: we would all be found wanting. We 

would all be profoundly guilty of Belshazzar’s sin. We are, at best, “half-shekel” believers who 

deserve to be blown away by God in his wrath. 

So the point: we should therefore be astonished that God continues to show mercy to us. Taken 

together, Daniel 4 & 5 show us God’s utter sovereignty in salvation. He showed mercy to King 

Nebuchadnezzar in spite of his earlier persecution to God’s people. He humbled him and brought 

him to the point where he truly understood the reality of God’s power over him and bowed the 

knee before him. 

Yet there was no such mercy for Belshazzar. His humbling did not bring him to the point of 

repentance, but only to the point of death. 

So also God will bring down all of the proud. 

Some he will humble and redeem and open their eyes to see their true need for God. 

Others will merely be brought down to death, shown ultimately in a final moment of terror that 

their whole life has been this huge empty sham and now they are doomed to destruction and 

eternal separation from God. 

Romans 9:14-19: 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show 

my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy 

on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.  

 

God sovereignly bestows his grace where and when He sees fit. 
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So perhaps you have never been humbled before God to come and kneel before his throne. Maybe 

that’s a big need in your life right now. Maybe the handwriting is on the wall. Learn from 

Nebuchadnezzar’s experience and learn from Belshazzar’s experience. 

Yes, God does bring down the proud. But you know what? He also exalts the humble. See James 

4:6. 

 God’s mercy is an amazing thing. 

For those of us who have had our eyes opened by God’s grace to see our emptiness, this story 

should act as yet another reminder of the depth of his mercy. 

Why should I have been chosen as a recipient of God’s grace, while he passed ever others who have 

accomplished far more with their gifts and have led much more “good” lives than I? Who am I that I 

should receive an invitation to His feast when others are left uncalled? There’s nothing in me that 

makes me worthy of such a great inheritance. 

The only explanation: God’s sovereign mercy that chose me in spite of my stubborn pride and self-

centeredness and then opened my eyes to the depth of my lostness without Christ. How high and 

deep and long is God’s love! 

Now in contrast to the kingdom of Belshazzar, which was weighed in the balance and found 

wanting, there is the kingdom of God, established in Jesus Christ. Ironically, Jesus had none of the 

outward glitz and glitter for which this world clamours. He had virtually no possessions and 

relatively few followers. He had no outward beauty or majesty to commend him (Isaiah 53). He 

appeared on earth as a carpenter, not an emperor. He never had the resources to throw a star-

studded party for a thousand of his closest friends (although he brightened up one wedding 

banquet by turning water into rich wine—John 2). 

His kingdom is not of this world. 

Yet, when Jesus’ life was weighed in the balance – what happened? It was found to be perfect and 

complete, able to satisfy fully the demands of God’s holiness, not just for himself, but for all who 

come to God through him. 

And his great banquet awaits us in the future, at the end of time, on that day, in place of 

Belshazzar’s nobles, there will be thousands upon thousands of Christ’s saints in attendance. All 

those who have washed their robes and have been made clean in the blood of the Lamb. At that 

banquet there will be no place for our pride or for toasting our achievements. Rather, every single 

person who is there will confess freely that they have been saved by God’s grace and purified by 

God’s mercy. And God’s rule will be established forever and ever. His kingdom will never be given 

to His enemies. 

So where are your eyes fixed? On an invitation to a feast like Belshazzar’s? Or to the true banquet 

to which Jesus Christ invites us—a feast that can only be entered by grace? 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6) 

1. Daniel had learned how to live as a pilgrim. 

He had now served the empire faithfully for almost seventy years. From Nebuchadnezzar through to 

Belshazzar and Darius – Daniel had learned to live as a pilgrim. 

Read Daniel 6:1-5. 

Daniel had served so well that he continued to get promoted! How ironic – Darius planned to give Daniel a 

higher position (over the whole kingdom) than what Belshazzar had promised him in 5:29. 

He was beyond reproach. There were no “skeletons in his closet”. What a great testimony  of Jesus’ 

command to “let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.” 

But his goodness didn’t win him friends. Instead, it made him some powerful enemies. 

It’s interesting: here in the West where we are prosperous and healthy, we have come to expect our lives as 

Christians to run smoothly and successfully, especially if we are faithfully following God. 

How often have you heard the sentence: “God loves you and He has a wonderful plan for your life.” That’s 

come to mean that because God loves you – you ought to be protected from any kind of suffering or 

unpleasantness.” But of course, that’s a false belief. We ought to expect persecution. We ought to expect 

ridicule. We ought to expect mockery and isolation and conflict and trouble. We ought to be used to being 

thought of as peculiar. We shouldn’t think it strange when we encounter suffering for Christ’s sake. 

Pilgrims remember these things. They understand these things. 

2. Daniel had learned how to be persistent in prayer. 

Daniel’s enemies knew that in order to bring a charge against Daniel, they would have to engineer a clash 

between the law of his God and the law of the state. They knew that if Daniel had to choose between 

obedience to his God and obedience to the Persian authorities, loyalty to his God would come first. 

Read vv. 6-9. 

Now there are a number of ways in which Daniel could have responded to this... Instead, he just continued 

to do what he had always done. He continued his practice of daily prayer. There wasn’t any biblical 

command that made Daniel have to pray in this way, but he had made a habit of doing this. This crisis didn’t 

break his regular routine. 

By the way, when or if prayer becomes a fashionable thing – perhaps prayer in secret is a good thing. But 

when prayer is prohibited, praying in private is a cowardly thing to do. 

Read vv. 12-13. 
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The effect of this news on the king? See vv. 14-15. 

Note that he could have voided this law (like in Esther) by issuing a counter edict. But he doesn’t (perhaps to 

save face?). 

So Darius abandoned Daniel to his fate in the lions’ den. 

v. 16. 

3. Daniel’s preservation in the lions’ den. 

Read vv. 17-23. 

Note the irony in the experience of Daniel and Darius during the night...And it is clear that contrary to all 

expectations, Daniel actually spent a far more comfortable night in the stinking pit than Darius did in all his 

luxury. Darius had all the world could offer. Daniel had the presence of God. 

And note too that these lions hadn’t been defanged by God. They hadn’t suddenly become permanent tabby 

cats. No, they went on to feast on the false accusers and their families (v. 24). 

And note Darius’ confession (vv. 25-27). 

We shouldn’t miss the significance of closing note of the chapter: 

So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. (6:28) 

 
This story rounds off the story of Daniel’s life and it puts his experience in the lions’ den into the bigger 

context. We are reminded that Daniel’s entire life was spent in exile. His entire life was spent in a 

metaphorical lions’ den. 

Yet, as the closing of the chapter reminds us, God preserved Daniel throughout the whole of that time and 

enabled him to prosper under successive kings, until the time of King Cyrus, when his prayers for Jerusalem 

began to be answered. 

Cyrus was God’s chosen instrument to bring about the Jews’ return from exile. See 2 Chron. 36:22-23 and 

Isa. 45:1-4. 

Now as far as we know, Daniel never returned home to his beloved Judah. His reward would have to wait 

until the Jerusalem that’s above. 

In the experiences of Daniel and his three friends, God showed that he could keep his people safe in the 

midst of their enemies. Life in exile would never be easy. It would never be home. However, through God’s 

faithfulness, it was possible for his people to survive the exile as strangers and aliens, serving the earthly 

empire in which they found themselves, even while they looked for another city that was yet to come (Heb. 

13:14). 

Lessons: 

We too are strangers and aliens in this world. 



55 
 

Let’s learn from Daniel’s experience that the world in which we live is not a safe world for the followers of 

Christ. It’s a dangerous place. The world is not our home and never will be in this age. Yet, at the same time, 

we need to recognize that the hatred of the world can never hurt us beyond what the Lord allows. 

And in the end, the Lord is our true judge. Ultimately, we don’t have to answer to the world. We have to 

answer to God. His verdict on us is the one that really counts. 

So, in the midst of the greatest trials and the most awful suffering, even when we are persecuted for the 

faith, if that should be our calling here on earth, we can have a peace that will astound the world. The Lord 

holds even our enemies in his hand, and He says, “This far and no farther.” 

But can we say that Daniel 6 gives us a realistic perspective on suffering and persecution? 

Isn’t it true that for every Daniel, whom God delivers from the lions’ den, there have been hundreds and 

thousands of nameless martyrs whom God did not deliver? Haven’t God’s people suffered terribly over the 

centuries, sometimes at the mouths of lions, sometimes being burned alive in the fire? Aren’t believers still 

suffering terribly around the world today? 

Where is God in these situations? Were these believers less faithful to God or less important to Him than 

Daniel was? 

How do we answer that? How do we reconcile this problem? 

Well, here’s another reason why we shouldn’t simply look to the stories and events in Daniel with a “follow 

the example of Daniel and everything will be okay for you” Sunday school lesson mentality. “Stand firm, 

don’t back down, and you’ll be fine” – type of lesson. And Daniel is so much more than a model of how God 

deals with suffering believers. 

No, Daniel is a foreshadowing in history of the verdict that will be delivered on all believers on the final 

judgement day. Daniel endured the test of the lions’ den, emerging safely out on the other side, because 

God judged him and found him not guilty; as a result, the lions, which acted as God’s agents of judgement, 

did not harm him. 

But, the unbelievers who plotted against Daniel were found guilty and crushed by God’s judgement. They 

and their families were sentenced to death in a foreshadowing of that final judgement, like the destruction 

of Sodom and Gomorrah, the swallowing alive of the families of Koran, Dathan and Abiram and the 

extermination of the inhabitants of certain Canaanite cities. On the last day, all who are in the family of 

Adam will be declared guilty and will share their fate of destruction. While, all those who in Christ will be 

found not guilty and will share Christ’s glory and exaltation. 

This story also points us to the way in which Jesus fulfilled Daniel 6. Like Daniel, Jesus was falsely accused by 

his enemies and brought before a ruler, Pontius Pilate, who tried, unsuccessfully, to deliver him from his 

fate, before handing him over to a violent death. Like Daniel, Jesus was condemned to die, and his body was 

placed into a sealed pit so that his situation could not be changed by human intervention. 

Jesus’ trial went even deeper than Daniel’s though. He did not just suffer the threat of death. He went down 

into death itself. Although Jesus was innocent, he suffered the fate of the guilty ones. There was no angel to 

comfort him with the presence of God. No, on the contrary, he was left abandoned by God, suffering the 
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fate that we, the guilty ones deserved. His body was left inside a tomb until an angel finally came to roll 

away the stone. 

But Jesus’ experience is also a foreshadowing of the final judgement—a declaration ahead of time of the 

verdict of the heavenly court. Jesus died for our sins, not his own, and so death had no ultimate power over 

him. He didn’t stay in the tomb. God raised him from the dead because the heavenly court found him not 

guilty. 

And here’s what’s more: when Jesus emerged alive from the tomb at daybreak on that first Easter Sunday, 

he brought with him God’s stamp of acquittal, not only on himself, but on all those who are joined to him by 

faith. 

When Daniel came forth out of the lions’ den, he came out alone. No one else was saved by God’s 

deliverance of him. 

But when Jesus came forth from the tomb, he came out as the first fruits of many who were to come. He 

came out as the head of a huge company of people who have been redeemed from the pit through his 

death. Whoever trusts in Jesus will receive the very same verdict from the heavenly court as he did, because 

his righteousness will be counted as theirs. Because of the work of Christ on behalf of his people, the divine 

judge says: “Not guilty! You may go free!” Now we too can find favour with God through the cross of Christ. 

And I should say this too: the people Jesus redeemed through his death and resurrection are not all super-

believers like Daniel. Most of us are very ordinary sinners, people who cave in constantly to the unrighteous 

demands of the empire. From our earthly perspective, it may not seem to us that this motley assortment of 

deeply flawed humans that makes up the church is very praiseworthy. I mean, what kind of reward is this for 

Christ’s suffering? And yet, Jesus calls his church beautiful. She is his Bride. Even someone deeply sinful can 

be found beautiful before the perfect and holy God because he sees the end of the process—the glorious 

church that he will present to himself without flaw and with wrinkle or blemish. 

Our salvation doesn’t rest in our ability to “dare to be a Daniel”. 

Our salvation rests in Christ’s perfect obedience in our place. 

In the midst of a world of trials and tribulation, that’s where our comfort and peace must be found. 

In the world to come, that will be all of our glory—the righteousness of Christ, given to us. 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Beasts and the Triumph of the Son of Man (Daniel 7) 

“It’s the end of the world as we know it!” (REM) 

The “end of the world” seems to be quite a popular subject these days. There’s a way in which the 

movies Hollywood produces are a useful cultural barometer and their fascination with all things 

apocalyptic affirm this. Over recent years we have seen the release of movies in which the future of 

life on our planet is threatened by aliens, asteroids, floods, killer viruses, out-of-control machines, 

nuclear holocaust and ice. It’s undeniable that there is more interest in the end of the world these 

days than there has been for a long time. 

This is why it is important to study the apocalyptic portions of the Bible, because they too are 

interested in the end of the world. If people want to know how the world will end—whether it’s 

going to be with a bang or with a whimper—what better place to turn than to the Word of the 

sovereign God, who alone controls all history. 

Daniel chapters 7-12 contain this kind of apocalyptic literature and it should therefore be quite 

relevant to all of us. 

For many Christians however, the apocalyptic sections of the Bible, such as the second half of the 

book of Daniel and the book of Revelation, are avoided at all costs. They are nervous about 

entering them for fear that they will not be able to understand what they find there. 

It doesn’t help that some preachers and Bible teachers twist and compile the various apocalyptic 

sections of the Bible, ignoring context, in order to reach their foregone theological conclusion. How 

often have books been written and DVDs produced, using recent historical events and international 

conflicts as the key to understanding these parts of the Bible? And yet when their conclusions don’t 

pan out, we find these books sitting in the markdown boxes at the local Christian bookstore. 

It leaves you wondering, “Is there another way—a better way—to understand these biblical 

passages, a way that through sane and sensible interpretation uncovers the message of these 

passages for believers in all times and places?” 

If we understand the central purpose of these passages and focus our attention on what is clear 

and straightforward rather than on what is complicated and obscure, then we will find blessing and 

encouragement in these sections of the Bible. And what is more, Christians who hold to a variety of 

different end-time scenarios can agree on these central truths, which will minister to all believers, 

whether the Lord returns sooner or later. 
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Understanding Apocalyptic Literature 

To understand any kind of writing, apocalyptic or otherwise, we need to understand its purpose. 

This means that to understand these chapters in Daniel, we first need to understand what 

apocalyptic literature is, and what is it trying to do to us and for us. 

Biblical apocalyptic literature can be defined in this way: it is “a revelation of the ending of this 

present age, which is an age characterized by conflict, and its replacement by the final age of peace. 

It shows us ahead of time the end of the kingdoms of this world and their replacement by the 

kingdom of our God and of his Christ. This revelation is unfolded in complex and mysterious 

imagery, and has the purpose of comforting and exhorting the faithful” (Iain Duguid). 

So, apocalyptic literature proclaims a theology of hope to people who are struggling. It reminds us 

that God is on His throne and that He will ultimately triumph over all. In the meantime, whatever 

the present cost may be in terms of suffering and hardship, following and obeying God is the only 

way. Though some in this world would despair and say that there is no hope, we know how the 

story ends. The follower of Christ looks forward, with unshakable hope, to that final victory, when 

the day at last comes for God to act decisively to bring in his new final age of salvation. 

So let’s get into our passage for this evening. Hopefully you’ve read Daniel chapter 7 already. 

A Vision of Monsters! 

v. 1 – we’ve now moved backwards in time from the reign of the Medes and Persians, Darius and 

Cyrus, to the time when the Babylonians ruled the world. Read vv. 1-7. 

In his vision Daniel sees the four winds of heaven stirring up the sea. So right away we should 

recognize that we are now in the realm of vision and metaphor and imagery, rather than that of a 

straightforward description. In the Bible (and also elsewhere in the ancient Near East), the sea was 

a symbol. It was a symbol of chaos and rebellion against God. See Psalm 89:9; 93:3-4. Because of 

that, the sea was thought to be the natural home of monsters such as Leviathan (Job 41:1; Psalm 

74:13-14). But what made these monsters really terrifying was not just because they were large and 

dangerous, as we might find thought of a crocodile or a Tyrannosaurus Rex terrifying. Rather, they 

are terrifying because they were evil. They represented opposition to God. They were agents of 

chaos and destruction. 

In other words, these monsters are not the PG type monsters. These are the MA15+ type of 

monsters. These are the evil and chilling type of monster. 

So this description in Daniel 7 is meant to bring to mind the horror and evil of those who stand 

against God and his purposes. They are agents of chaos and destruction. 

So specifically, in Daniel’s vision the stirred-up sea is producing horrific creatures, one after the 

other—four in all, each one more frightening than the one that came before it. These enormous, 

fused-together, misshapen animals were like nothing you have ever seen in your worst nightmares. 
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The first beast: a lion with eagle’s wings. An unclean mixture of animal and bird. And while Daniel is 

watching the beast was transformed : its wings were stripped off, it was raised to its feet like a 

man, and it was given a human mind. 

The second beast was like a bear, but it was raised on one side, either because it was poised and 

ready to spring into action, or because it was horribly deformed, like the Hunchback of Notre Dame. 

In its mouth were the ribs of its previous victim, but it was told to get up and devour even more. 

The third beast was another composite animal: part leopard, part bird, with four heads. Such a 

flying leopard would bring together brutality and speed, so that no one could get away from it. Four 

heads would mean that it could see in all directions at once, making it impossible to hide from. The 

beast was also given authority to rule. 

Now, as frightening as those first three monsters were, the most hideous creatures were yet to 

come. 

The fourth beast couldn’t even be described in terms of earthly animals. It was frightening. 

Incredibly strong, with large iron teeth that devoured and crushed, and it trampled down whatever 

it didn’t eat. It’s head had ten horns and since horns are symbols of strength in the Bible, ten of 

them symbolized massively multiplied strength. This was a frighteningly horrible terror of a 

creature. 

In an even more bizarre twist, another small horn came up among those other horns while Daniel 

watched, uprooting three others. 

I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before 

which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like 

the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things. Dan 7:8 (ESV) 

 

So this horn was a different kind of horn. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and mouth that 

spoke great things, which can also be translated “boastful” or “arrogant” things. 

By this time, we ought to be feeling rather frightened. This is scary stuff, even for apocalyptic 

literature. Spending a night in a lion’s den would be the Hilton compared to the prospect of 

confronting this horrible and dangerous beasts! They’re monsters. 

Daniel’s reaction? 

“As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head alarmed me. Dan 

7:15 (ESV) 
 

Who wouldn’t be troubled and anxious about this? 

These monsters represent kings, the authorities that are in control of the world in which we live, 

Daniel is told in v. 17. And so this vision states that our world is being run by a succession of 

fearsome beasts that will go from bad to worse, each one more frightening than the one before. 
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The Meaning of the Beasts 

Now what’s the temptation here? The temptation for readers is to want to identify which four 

earthly kingdoms match up with the beasts, especially since the first beast, the winged lion that 

became a man, seems to represent Babylon so perfectly. Its humbling and humanizing 

transformation reminds us of Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling and rehumanizing in Daniel 4. 

Meanwhile, in the parallel vision of the four kingdoms in Daniel 2, the first kingdom, the head of 

gold, was explicitly identified as Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2:38). 

So starting from that point, commentators go on to debate whether the four kingdoms are Babylon, 

Media, Persia, and Greece, or Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. 

But here’s the thing: scholars and commentators will never resolve that discussion for the simple 

reason that the data the vision provides isn’t precise enough for that purpose. 

You’ve got the winged leopard – well, is that Greece? The Greek empire was certainly fast and 

ferocious. But the Persians were also fast and ferocious and both kingdoms really wanted to take 

over the whole world. I guess one could also argue that Nazi Germany rather fits those attributes. 

But I don’t think we should be playing that game.  

Here’s why. 

When the angelic interpreter explains to Daniel what the dream means (7:17-18), he doesn’t make 

clear the identity of those kingdoms. Obviously, that’s the point God’s making here. The 

identification answer isn’t the point here. 

So this ought to be encouraging to those who look at these passages and say, “No, I can’t interpret 

this stuff. I’m just going to avoid these passages.” But be encouraged. Obviously, a proper 

understanding of this vision doesn’t rest on identifying each of these earthly kingdoms. 

And I’ll go so far as to say this: to try to interpret who these various beasts are takes us away from 

properly understanding this vision. 

The identification of the monsters as four past empires is the exact opposite of the message of 

apocalyptic literature. For apocalyptic, nothing less than the beginning of the new age can change 

this world. Until the coming of this new age, the darkness will not lift a great deal. 

We’d be wrong to come to the conclusion that the world must have been worse up until the time of 

the Romans (or whatever viewpoint you adopt). Things are definitely no less beastly now. Take a 

look at North Korea. Read about what’s happening in Nigeria or in Afghanistan. Things are definitely 

not less beastly now. 

Therefore, I think it’s better to take the number of the beasts as representing a symbol of 

completeness rather than a particular number of world empires. If you take that kind of view, 
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which fits with how apocalyptic literature should be interpreted, then the message of Daniel 7 is 

that life in this present age (or whatever age you live in) will always be this way until God brings 

things to a close. The beasts of the world may change their shape as the centuries go by, but their 

violence and evil and lust for power continues. Nebuchadnezzar turns into a Darius, who becomes 

an Alexander the Great and then an Antiochus Ephiphanes—the king who brutally oppressed the 

Jews in the mid-second century B.C. But it doesn’t stop there. We could talk about Nero and 

Domitian. We could talk about the rulers during the times of the martyrs the video talked about on 

Sunday. We could talk about the beasts of Hitler and Stalin and Kim Il Jung and Idi Amin. The killing 

fields of Cambodia. Rwanda. North and South Sudan and other parts of our modern world. 

The various beasts come and go. But they’re always around, aren’t they? Their continual presence 

ought not to surprise us because every human manifestation of evil is simply a reflection of the 

Great Beast—the Great Dragon, Satan himself. In Revelation 13, we see a beast rising up from the 

sea, representing the persecuting power of the antichrist, a beast that seems to combine aspects of 

each of Daniel’s monsters into one, a lion-bear-leopard with ten horns. So whatever our location in 

time and space, frightening monsters always stand against the Lord and His people. This is a world 

where terrible things happen and if you doubt that, just open today’s paper and have a read. As 

Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6, we don’t wrestle with flesh and blood but against the rulers, the 

authorities, the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms. 

So we don’t want to spend all our time speculating about the identity of these beasts. That’s not 

the point. No, there’s another point being made. 

The End of the Beasts 

It’s really important that understand that the main focus, when we look at the chapter as a whole, 

is not really on the monsters themselves. After all, the purpose of the passage isn’t to give us 

nightmares but to banish our nightmares! The focus of Daniel 7 is on the coming day of divine 

judgement, when these beasts will finally receive justice and God will win the final victory. 

This is one of the ways in which the viewpoint of the Scriptures and the viewpoint of the ancient 

mythology diverge. The Bible does use metaphoric language and imagery in its apocalyptic 

passages. But this imagery is integrated into a fundamentally historical view of the world. In ancient 

mythology—there’s no end to the conflict between chaos and order/good and evil. The struggle 

goes on forever! But the Bible continually declares that God alone is ultimate and that in the end 

His order will prevail. He will win! 

Take a look at how the interpreting angel sums up the message of the chapter: 

 I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he told me 

and made known to me the interpretation of the things. 17  ‘These four great beasts are four kings 

who shall arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and 

possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.’ Dan 7:16-18 (ESV) 
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What’s the angel’s point? 

We need to take our cues from the angel! He’s not fixated on the identity of the beasts. Rather, the 

central point is the certainty of the final victory of God’s people—the saints. Through God, they will 

have the victory and the victory will last forever! 

Note that Daniel goes on to press the angel with a question about the identity of the fourth beast 

and the ten horns: 

“Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the rest, 

exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke in 

pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, 20  and about the ten horns that were on its head, and 

the other horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth 

that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 21 As I looked, this horn made 

war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and judgement was 

given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom. 

Dan 7:19-22 (ESV) 
 

But the angel really doesn’t provide any more detail or explanation. He doesn’t really add to what 

Daniel already knows. The details he gives aren’t enough for us to identity the beast. 

“Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be 

different from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break 

it to pieces. 24 As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise 

after them; he shall be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings. 25  He shall 

speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and shall think to 

change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 
26  But the court shall sit in judgement, and his dominion shall be taken away, to be consumed and 

destroyed to the end. 27  And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms 

under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; their kingdom 

shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey them.’ Dan 7:23-27 (ESV) 

 

That description is vague enough to describe several historical tyrants. But it still leaves us in a 

position of uncertainty. The reason for this vagueness on the angel’s part lies in the fact that his 

main interest isn’t in the boastful arrogant horn. That’s not his main focus. The angel’s answer 

therefore goes beyond Daniel’s question about the horn to repeat his earlier point about the 

judgement to come and the triumph of the saints. It’s as if the angel was saying, “Daniel, you’re 

missing the point. Yes, the horn will assault God’s people and it will be an awfully trying time for 

God’s people, but look past that. Look beyond the horn. The point of this vision is that the time 

when the beasts will oppress the saints is limited by God. Beyond it lies the heavenly court, where 

the beats will finally be tamed and destroyed. Then the sovereignty, power, and greatness will be 

handed over to the saints, to the people of the Most High God. And His kingdom will never end.” 

But it’s clear that Daniel didn’t understand the angel’s message, because he says: 

Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly alarmed me, and my color 

changed, but I kept the matter in my heart.” Dan 7:28 (ESV) 



63 
 

 

The Heavenly Court 

Let’s look at the vision of the heavenly court in more detail. See vv. 9-10. 

At the centre of Daniel’s vision, thrones were set up for judgement. See also Psalm 122:5. The 

Ancient of Days, God Himself, sat upon the central throne. His clothing was as white as snow, an 

image of uncompromising and radiant purity (Isa. 1:18). His hair was as white as wool, also a 

symbol of purity and perhaps the wisdom that comes with age. His chariot throne flamed with fire 

and its wheels blazed, representing the Divine Warrior’s fearsome power to destroy His enemies. A 

river of fire flowed out from the throne and he was surrounded by myriads upon myriads of angels. 

Here we see a Judge who has the wisdom to sort out right from wrong, the purity to choose the 

right, and the power to enforce his judgements. 

It didn’t take long for the Judge to get to work, either. The court was immediately convened and 

the books that recorded the deeds of humanity were opened. Though the beast with the boastful 

horn continued to mouth defiance at the heavenly court, the agents of the Most High killed it and 

threw its body into the fire. See vv. 11-12. 

Now this vision is pretty extraordinary, especially when you remember how reluctant the Bible is 

elsewhere to describe God. Why do we have such a detailed picture here? 

Could it be that Daniel is being allowed to paint the real world, that is, the world to come, in 

glowing colour images to counter the constant propaganda that bombards our senses in this 

present age? Every day our eyes see this world in all of its glory and ears hear its seductive music. 

When the prosperous man on a dark but starlit night drives comfortably in his carriage and has the lanterns 

lighted, aye, then he is safe, he fears no difficulty, he carries his light with him, and it is not dark close around 

him. 

 

But precisely because he has the lanterns lighted, and has a strong light close to him, precisely for this 

reason, he cannot see the stars. For his lights obscure the stars, which the poor peasant, driving without 

lights, can see gloriously in the dark but starry night. 

 

So those deceived ones live in the temporal existence: either, occupied with the necessities of life, they are 

too busy to avail themselves of the view, or in their prosperity and good days they have, as it were, lanterns 

lighted, and close about them everything is so satisfactory, so pleasant, so comfortable—but the view is 

lacking, the prospect, the view of the stars. 

—Søren Kierkegaard 

And then, when life goes badly, as it often does for those for whom apocalypses are written, our 

eyes are filled with horrific images of saints burning at the stake and our ears can’t seem to shut 

out their screams. Every time we close our eyes, the monsters haunt us. The world is terribly real 

and it’s always “in your face.” 

How is Daniel to communicate to us the greater reality of the world to come? 
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The answer lies in his graphic descriptions of the true nature of this world and the world that is to 

come. The rewards of this age? Empty prizes. The decorations in Belshazzar’s golden palace are 

soon to be taken down. The horrors of this age? Terrible, but limited in power. The monsters that 

we so often dread are as toothless as the lions in Daniel’s den. God is our judge. It is His throne 

before which we must ultimately stand. God’s will have the final word. 

As Luther wrote in his hymn: 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing: 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 

His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us: 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who with us sideth: 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, 

His kingdom is forever. 

Jesus himself said, “Don’t be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 

afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28). 

A Vision of the Coming Son of Man 

The Ancient of Days on the throne is not the only character in this judgement scene. 

13 “I saw in the night visions,  

and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient 

of Days and was presented before him. 14  And to him was given dominion and glory and a 

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. Dan 7:13-14 

(ESV) 
 

This must have been quite confusing for Daniel because here is one who seems to combine both 

human and divine traits. He’s the Son of Man, that is, he appeared to be simply a mortal human 

being (Eze. 2:1). There’s something more human, it seems, than the Ancient of Days. 



65 
 

At the same time, he comes “on the clouds” – a symbol of divine authority. See Psa. 68:4; Isa. 19:1. 

What’s more, when this Son of Man comes into the presence of the Ancient of Days, he is given 

authority, glory and sovereignty. This Son of Man receives the worship of all peoples, nations and 

languages (v. 14). 

So he’s not just a man. He’s not an angel. He’s not Israel personified. 

This Son of Man is given an everlasting and indestructible dominion, a sovereignty that belongs to 

God Himself. 

Of course, it is far easier for us to understand this passage than it would have been for Daniel. We 

have the benefit of hindsight, don’t we? “The Son of Man” was the perfect title for Jesus to bear on 

his mission because it brought together his humanity with the holy glory of God Himself. In his 

earthly ministry, it was the “human” aspect of the Son of Man that was prominent. But his majesty, 

although veiled while on earth, was still present. 

At his first coming – the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a 

ransom for many (Mark 10:45). But the return of the Lord will not be the same as his first coming. 

When the time is right, he will return (as the Son of Man!) in glory on the clouds, and he will bring 

final judgement to all his enemies. See Rev. 14:14-20. 

The Message of the Vision 

For now, we live in the day of monstrous beasts. They have authority to rule and to kill and to eat. 

They’re even allowed to triumph over the saints for a while. But these beasts are on a leash! They 

won’t be allowed to live in this world forever. There will come a day when all wrongs will be set 

right. There will come a day when all hunger will come to an end, when all sickness will be cured, 

when every sorrowing heart will be comforted. There will come a day when even death, the last 

weapon of the Great Beast, Satan himself, will be broken once and for all. There will come a day 

when Satan himself will be thrown into the lake of fire forever. 

So the challenge for us in Daniel 7 isn’t to sit here and speculate and ponder over the specific 

identity of the different beasts and wonder whether in our case if it’s the final hour. 

Rather, in the midst of this beastly world, our challenge is to live our lives with our eyes firmly fixed 

on the heavenly throne room. Instead of being terrified by the beasts, we must always remember 

the One who will deliver the final and decisive judgement. 

If it’s true that God is our judge – are we ready to meet Him? On that great day of judgement our 

only hope will be that Jesus Christ, the Son of Man, has taken the judgement we deserve for all our 

sins and rebellion. He faced the Great Beast in all his fearsomeness in our place. 

The result of his sacrifice: Romans 8:38-39. 
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So if at times you feel surrounded by the beasts, if you should feel their awful breath on the back of 

your neck, look upward and onward. Look up to your Judge. Look up to your Saviour. Look onward 

to your glorious inheritance. 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Living in the Valley of Darkness (Daniel 8) 

How do you persist in faith and in obedience to God when you live under constant pressure and 

intense persecution, and it seems that there’s no imminent end in sight? 

That’s the issue that many followers of Christ are facing every day, and it’s the question with which 

Daniel chapter 8 deals. 

The Ram and the Goat (8:1-8) 

When? 

“In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after that which 

appeared to me at the first.” Dan 8:1 (ESV) 

 

In this vision, Daniel found himself “in Susa the capital, which is in the province of Elam.” And in this 

vision he saw himself “at the Ulai canal.” The location gets us ready for the fact that this vision is 

going to be different from the one in chapter 7. 

Compare and contrast the visions in chapters 7 and 8. 

The vision in chapter 7 conveyed to us universal and ultimate realities in the language of 

symbolism. The vision in chapter 7 took place, symbolically, in an undefined location, beside the 

great Sea (7:2). But this vision in chapter 8 uses specific and easily identifiable historical figures and 

kingdoms. This vision is located in a specific geographical location. 

 A ram 

The first object that Daniel saw in his vision was a ram with two horns, one of which was longer 

than the other. The ram charged to the west, north, and south, and none could stand against him. 

A goat 

But then, in the vision, a single male goat appears from the west, with a single, quite conspicuous 

horn. The goat takes on the ram in battle and destroys him, shattering both of the horns and 

trampling him to the ground. 

The male goat then grows in power, replacing the ram in greatness. 

However, at the pinnacle of his power, the single horn was shattered and four others came to 

replace it, pointing in four directions. 

Read vv. 9-12. 
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Now we have the benefit of 20/20 historical hindsight. It’s not all that difficult for us to interpret, 

but Daniel needed the angel to interpret the meaning of the vision for him. And we note that even 

as Daniel was having the vision, the angels began to discuss the fulfilment of what he was seeing 

and how important it was for him to understand this vision’s significance. 

Read vv. 13-19. 

So as the angel clearly states, the ram with the two horns is the Medo-Persian kingdom (8:20). The 

alliance between the two was unequal. The more powerful (larger horn) was the Persians. 

The male “shaggy goat” is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is the first king 

(v. 21). In retrospect, we can most probably identify the goat’s large horn as Alexander the Great, 

who succeeded in toppling the might Persian empire. Alexander conquered virtually the entire 

known world by the age of 33, after which he died, and when Alexander died, he left his empire to 

be divided among four generals. So these generals, and the four parts of Alexander’s empire that 

they ruled are the four horns of the goat (vv. 8 and 22). 

So that’s the first part of the vision’s message. Like the vision in chapter 7, this vision describes a 

series of kingdoms in the form of animals that then exalt themselves, with one kingdom rising up 

after another, aspiring to greatness and achieving it, but then being brought low and shattered. 

The ram seems invincible until the goat arrives. But then the goat is quickly destroyed, too. The first 

horn of the goat throws the ram to the ground and no one can rescue the ram from the horn’s 

power, but at the height of his power, the large horn too is shattered. 

In other words, no matter how great and powerful and menacing an empire might appear to be, it’s 

simply an actor in a play written by someone else. It’s an instrument in the sovereign Composer’s 

hands. It plays out the part given to it by God on the stage of world history, and then, when its part 

is over, it fades and disappears. 

The rise and fall of these real historical nations, predicted accurately centuries ahead of time by the 

Lord through his prophets, reminds us of what? 

It is the Lord who is directing the course of history. Earthly kingdoms and earthly kings and rulers 

come and go. Only the kingdom of God is forever. Amen? Amen. 
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The Message of the Ram and Goat Vision 

What’s the message? 

Well, it’s a message of good news to the generations of godly people who suffer at the hands of 

earthly kingdoms—whether it’s the Babylonians or the Persians or the Greeks, or present day 

persecutors. Those empires, which to human eyes, looked so powerful, so strong, so undefeatable 

with no weakness or gaps in their armour – were just sheep and goats whose destiny lay in the 

hands of the divine Shepherd. Again, that theme of God’s awesome sovereignty comes out. 

I think that even the vision of these kingdoms as being a ram and goat is instructive. In chapter 7, 

ungodly kingdoms are seen as monsters! In chapter 8, they’re just overgrown domesticated 

animals. 

So that lesson’s good for us, too, right? 

The monsters that fill our nightmares, the things that keep us from sleeping soundly—they might 

not be the rise and fall of earthly empires, but we have other things that seek to cloud our vision 

and deprive us of security. There are other things that we can be afraid of in our lives. 

Maybe it’s your health. Maybe it’s your children. Maybe it’s your future. Maybe it’s something that 

threatens you and you don’t know how you will be able to cope with today, let alone tomorrow. 

Maybe you or someone you know wrestles with depression or despair or discouragement. 

So let this vision of Daniel 8 cut your monsters down to size. Let it domesticate them! These things 

that seek to hurt and trample you are nothing more than woolly goats in God’s eyes. If the divine 

shepherd is with you—he will not let them trample you utterly into the dust. The world that seems 

to be out of control is not out of God’s control. The One who raises up conquerors in history and 

then vanquishes them is the One who writes your story too. 

See Rom. 8:38-39. 

The Vision of the Little Horn 

Now we need to see that the ram and the goat are merely the opening act in Daniel’s vision. That 

message is largely a reminder of the message of chapter 7. 

But there’s more here. Read Dan. 8:8-12. 

After the one-horned goat’s kingdom had been split into four parts, another little horn emerged 

from one of these kingdoms and expanded his realm towards the south and the east—towards “the 

Beautiful Land” (or “the glorious land”)—which must be Israel. 

In his aggression, this little horn took on the heavenly realm as well as the earthly. In visionary, 

metaphoric language, the horn fought against the stars—God’s heavenly host, as well as the people 

of God’s land, and he experienced triumphs on both fronts. 
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On the heavenly battleground, he cast down some of the stars to the earth—soldiers of God’s 

heavenly host—and tried to reach up to make himself as great as the Prince of the heavenly host—

God himself. 

On the earthly battlefield, the horn brought an end to the regular, daily sacrifices in the temple and 

overthrew the sanctuary itself. Because of rebellion, the saints and the regular temple sacrifices 

were handed over into his power. Evil seemed to triumph. 

However, the little horn too will be judged by God. His power will be brought to an end. 

His power shall be great— but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful destruction and shall 

succeed in what he does, and destroy mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25  By his 

cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. 

Without warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and 

he shall be broken—but by no human hand. 26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has 

been told is true, but seal up the vision, for it refers to many days from now.” Dan 8:24-26 (ESV) 

 

Now this is interesting. Alexander the Great is one of the most famous figures in all of ancient 

history. He was a great military strategist. Books have been written about him. Movies have been 

filmed about him. But in this vision – he’s just a footnote—a few words about this goat and then 

the vision moves on to what God shows is more important in history—the matter of that little horn 

and his assault on God’s people and even on God Himself. 

You see, God is sovereign over all the events of world history. But this vision shows us that his 

greatest concern here is with the fate of his own people. 

A bit of history. Let me tell you about Antiochus Epiphanes. 

Once again, with the benefit of 20/20 hindsight, we can clearly identify the little horn of Daniel 8 as 

a historical figure, Antiochus Ephiphanes. 

“Epiphanes” means “God made manifest” or “a display of God.” That was Antiochus’ nickname. 

He was king of the Seleucid empire, one of the four kingdoms that emerged from Alexander the 

Great’s former territory. 

He wasn’t originally first in line for the throne, but he seized the throne from his nephew and then 

enlarged his kingdom through big military victories. 

Antiochus was a tyrant. He tried to unify his kingdom by forcing all of his subjects to take on Greek 

cultural and religious practices. He banned circumcision. He brought an end to the sacrifices at the 

temple in Jerusalem in 167 B.C. He deliberately defiled the temple by burning pig’s flesh on the 

altar and placing an object connected with the worship of Zeus in the Holy of Holies. He burned 

copies of the Scriptures. He slaughtered those who remained true to their faith in God. He fits this 

description in Daniel 8 perfectly. 
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And remember, there’s no deliberate vagueness in these descriptions if you compare them with 

chapter 7’s vision. 

See Dan. 8:9-13 and 23-26. 

So these acts of terrible sacrilege by Antiochus triggered a rebellion on the part of faithful Jews, we 

were lead in their revolt by the Maccabees. Have you ever heard of the Maccabean Revolt? After a 

long struggle Antiochus’ forces were driven out of Judah, the temple was cleaned and rededicated 

in 164 B.C. and Antiochus himself died the same year. 

So these events in real history faithfully reflect the events described in Daniel 8. 

And again, the message: God is in control of all of history. 

 

But let’s look a bit closer here. Daniel 8 gives us a bigger view—a bigger picture of the struggle 

against Antiochus. We are shown here that the struggle with Antiochus wasn’t simply an earthly 

struggle. It involved the heavenly host as well. We’re told that he made himself as great as God, the 

Prince of the heavenly host, and swept some of the stars from the sky. 

This seems to be a visionary way of describing the cosmic struggle that will come to the front in 

Daniel chapter 10. 

It’s as if the curtain is being drawn back and behind all the earthly power and noise of Antiochus is 

this spiritual war between heavenly forces and forces of darkness arrayed against our God. 

The Significance of the Little Horn 

Let’s think about the lessons here. 

We live in a world in which the end may be around the corner or we may have to wait a bit longer. 

But it’s important for us to remember the spiritual dimension of our warfare. When we forget this 

and when we don’t take it into account, we are not prepared for the conflict. 

There is a spiritual war going on behind all the earthly conflicts and struggles we see going on 

around us. 

Abortion? It’s not just the killing of babies. It’s a spiritual battle between the forces of evil and the 

Lord of the Ages. 

Massacres in Syria? Behind it all is spiritual battle. 

And you think about the struggles in your own life. 

Sometimes we are isolated from the struggle because we have all these comfortable circumstances. 

We’ve got a nice life going on. We’ve got a nice house. An attractive spouse. Beautiful kids. A nice 
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career. In these kinds of circumstances we’re not likely to cry out, “How long, O Lord!” We’re so 

comfortable that we’re more likely to tell God that he can wait a while. Life is good. 

And when life is good, we forget to pray. We forget that we’re really, whether we’re physically 

comfortable or not, wrestling with powers that are far more than just earthly adversaries. And as 

we learned a few months ago in my sermon series on Mark – they are adversaries that we can’t 

conquer in our own power. We can’t do it in our own strength. 

But here’s the thing – we try to do stuff in our own strength, don’t we? 

In our attempts to share the gospel with our neighbours or workmates or those we come in contact 

with, or in our attempts to build a good family or have a good marriage, or in our struggle to live a 

holy life and have victory over temptation and sin—we often try to do these things in our own 

strength. We forget that we are majorly outmatched by the forces that stand against us. 

And—unless the Lord intervenes—we can never stand against the gathering darkness. We can’t. 

So here’s the application: pray! Call for the Commander in Chief to send in an aerial strike. Call for 

the Commander to send in reinforcements. Admit your weakness and ask for His strength. 

That’s the first application. 

Second application—remember that you’re not alone. You’re not alone in your struggle. Isn’t that 

great? God’s not hanging out on the fringes. He’s not standing far away and peering in from a 

distance. He’s involved. 

The picture in Daniel 8 is that God is not passive. He’s actively involved in the events of this world. 

Do you see that? His forces are actively engaged in the same struggles that we’re engaged in. 

There’s a dimension that you’re not seeing! Our fight is His fight. His fight is our fight. 

But here’s the question then: why does the battle often seem to be moving in the wrong direction? 

If the all-powerful God who controls history is on our side and is for us, why don’t we march from 

victory to victory, crushing all the forces of evil beneath our feet? If the God of creation is in our 

boat—why is the storm not stilled for us? How is the little horn able to rise to power and oppress 

God’s people? 

Well, the answer to that is also in Daniel 8. 

The problem isn’t just Satan’s hate and power. It’s also our sin. 

And a host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt offering because of transgression, 

and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and prosper. Dan 8:12 (ESV) 

 

It is “because of transgression” that the army of God’s people and the daily sacrifices and the 

sanctuary were handed over into the power of the little horn. 
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Whose transgression is in view here? Most commentators take this as the transgression of the little 

horn. But it makes far more sense to understand this as the transgression of God’s own people. The 

rebellion of God’s people. 

That fits in with Daniel 9, which talks about repentance in Daniel’s prayer. 

Is this not the them in Habakkuk? The outcome of our sin is often judgement. The outcome of 

rebellion is often that the host and the sanctuary are given over into the power of the little horn. 

It’s certainly true that at times the sovereign Lord may bring in an enemy against his people in order 

to display his own glory. 

Yet even in this coming outpouring of judgement, evil would not triumph forever, Daniel is told. The 

Lord’s people and his sanctuary would be given over into the power of evil, but just for a limited 

time. 

2,300 evenings and mornings? Almost seven years? Or does it mean day-years? The number 

doesn’t easily fit or pair up with events in Maccabean period, but that hasn’t stopped the scholars 

and preachers from trying to figure it out. 

Here’s what I think: this is a vision. It’s using figurative, metaphoric language. I may be that the 

number is simply a figurative representation of a limited time of suffering on the part of God’s 

people. God’s people will suffer. But the suffering will have an end. 

In Daniel 7 we noted the “3 and ½ times.” Here though the period of time is measured in days. 

Perhaps the most important thing we can say here is that God has a precise calendar for all the 

events of history and his calendar is far more accurate than any atomic clock, yet at the same time, 

it’s beyond us lowly humans trying to decode and figure it out. We’ve just got to trust God. There’s 

an end to the suffering prophesied here. It’s in God’s hands. 

Hope in the Dark of the Night 

Next week we’ll spend some time tying this together and looking at Daniel’s response (v. 27). 

For now though, we need to see clearly how Daniel 8 gives us hope in the blackest of nights. In the 

face of the assaults of the world and of Satan and of our own sin – there’s hope. In the midst of all 

this we might be tempted to question whether God really will have the victory. Can He really save 

and sanctify us in the midst of all this opposition and failure? 

Again, the answer to that question comes as we see how Daniel 8 reminds us of God’s victory even 

in the face of the coming darkness of Antiochus Epiphanes. If God’s purposes were thwarted by 

those terrible events, then God certainly won’t have the victory now, in our lives or in the future. 

But He did. He was triumphant. God was sovereign then, in second century B.C., and He’s sovereign 

now. 
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And there’s a bigger event, a bigger scale to think about here. Beyond AE there was an even greater 

act of rebellion and defilement. And that event, in God’s grace, has become our source of hope. 

Of course I’m talking about the cross. 

The defilement that Daniel foresaw in the time of Antiochus was horrific. The temple was 

desecrated. But there was even worse to come. Even though Antiochus desecrated the temple, at 

least at that time no one laid hands on God Himself. But nearly 200 years later, in the Person of 

Jesus Christ, the dwelling place of God was once again desecrated because of man’s sinfulness and 

rebellion. 

See John 1:11 and Matt. 27:22. What worse abomination or act of betrayal could there ever be 

than crucifying God? No wonder it was dark on that day. It wasn’t just a few stars from heaven. No, 

the sun itself refused to shine on that day! 

The cross is certainly the ultimate display of the rebellion of God’s people and the hatred of the 

world’s kingdoms against God. And we’re not any better today than those Jews in the first century. 

Eph. 2:1-3. We would have found ourselves crying out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

Yet even such awful rebellion and hatred couldn’t thwart God’s purposes. At the cross Satan did his 

worst to Jesus. But listen, what Satan really did though was bring about precisely what God had 

planned from the very beginning! 

See Acts 2:22-24. 

On the third day God rebuilt that temple. He raised His Son from the dead. He exalted Him to glory. 

And now through the power of the cross, the Lord is building Jews and Gentiles together into His 

new temple. He’s cleansing us from all our sin and rebellion. 

So the cross is where the answer is to our rebellion and transgression. It’s also the answer to 

Satan’s rebellion. At the cross Jesus took on Himself the full weight of all our sin and rebellion. He 

took on Himself God’s wrath against our sin. And because of that, he guarantees a happy ending to 

our story. The power of sin is gone for God’s people. And because of that, one day, just as Christ 

was raised, we will be raised to glory when God’s ultimate timetable is complete. 

So the cross is evidence—it’s a guarantee that God’s plan will always prevail in the face of whatever 

opposition the world produces. 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Praying in the Darkness (Daniel 9) 

As we saw in our last study, Daniel’s vision in chapter 8 is about waiting. Daniel was given a vision 

of an end that wasn’t near, at least for Daniel and for many generations of readers since then. 

Daniel has to wait, but he is given the certainty that at the right time—the time of God’s own 

choosing—the Son of Man will come and bring history to its conclusion. Every earthly kingdom, in 

spite of its seeming invincibility, has an “after this,” a time when its power will be taken away and it 

will be trampled into the dust. But the book of Daniel urges us to focus on a kingdom that will have 

no “after this” but rather will endure forever. 

Like Daniel, we too are believers waiting for the end of all things, an end that may or may not be 

nigh. In the meantime, there are some important lessons from Daniel for us regarding how we 

should live while we wait. 

And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose and went about the king’s 

business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not understand it. Dan 8:27 (ESV) 

 

What’s Daniel tell us? 

He tells us that he could not understand the vision. That he was overwhelmed and devastated by 

the vision. And that at the end of his time of devastation he got up and went about the king’s 

business. Three very important aspects of his response to that vision. 

1. Daniel tells us that he couldn’t understand the vision. 

Perhaps from our perspective this might not seem surprising. But when we think a bit more deeply 

about it, it should strike us as unusual/noteworthy that Daniel, who alone was given the ability to 

understand and interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, was unable to understand this particular 

vision’s meaning. If anyone could understand these apocalyptic visions, you’d expect it to be 

Daniel! Yet see Daniel 8:27 and 12:8. Noteworthy too since the visions and their interpretations are 

given to Daniel himself to understand (Dan. 7:16-17; 8:15; 9:22; 10:14). 

How can this be? We’re even told later in 12:10 that the wicked will not understand the visions but 

the wise will. How could Daniel not have understood them? 

Well, clearly there are parts of the visions that he understood. The visions were given to him by 

God so that he might understand something, and God’s purposes are never frustrated. The central 

message of these visions was certainly clear to Daniel. 

For example, that’s why, in response to the vision of a coming time of rebellion and judgement, we 

find him on his knees before the Lord in prayer, confession and repentance (Dan. 9). We’ll look at 

that later tonight. So Daniel certainly understood the central themes of the visions. 
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At the same time there were also aspects of the vision that Daniel did not understand. Even such a 

great interpreter of mysteries as Daniel couldn’t fathom what God was pointing forward to in these 

visions, no matter how hard he tried. He couldn’t “plumb the depths.” 

See 1 Peter 1:10-12. 

So as Peter tells us, some of those things that were mysterious to Daniel are now much clearer to 

us. As I’ve said before, we have 20/20 historical hindsight. We can now see who some of the 

historical characters in his visions were, and in the light of the New Testament, we can some more 

clearly how his visions pointed forward to Christ. At the same time, there are other things that we 

should expect to stay mysterious to us. When we look back on history from the perspective of 

heaven, we will probably understand a whole lot more than we do now, but even then, we won’t 

have total knowledge of everything. If, as Peter says, some things are mysterious even to angels, 

maybe it shouldn’t be surprising if some things remain mysterious to us, too. 

A lesson for us when many (well intentioned) people continue to set dates for the year of the Lord’s 

return. It seems to me that the proper answer to the question, “When and how will the end of the 

world come?” is “God knows.” He knows in every sense of that phrase. He knows exactly when 

things will take place. He knows in such a way that He is God and no human being will ever know 

ahead of time that information. We need to accept that God knows all things. We don’t. 

For example, that 2,300-day period in Dan. 8:14 is a time period that defies easy explanation. But it 

still affirms the preciseness of God’s control over history. We may be uncertain. But God is not. 

Things will happen exactly when He has determined them to happen. 

A lesson of humility. We see here that we may be very sure of the Lord’s personal, bodily return to 

claim his people and bring in the new creation. At the same time, we need to have a proper 

humility concerning our ability to predict the time and precise outworking of these coming 

important events. 

Note the surprise concerning the fulfilment of the promises of Christ’s first coming. Some things 

were fulfilled literally (Bethlehem is an example). Other prophecies were fulfilled, but not literally. 

For example, John the Baptist wasn’t literally Elijah. As those involved in BSF have seen lately, the 

Day of Pentecost was a fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy of the coming Day of the Lord, even though 

the heavenly signs of judgement were not seen literally. 

So humility is needed as we look at these things. 

Second aspect to Daniel’s response in 8:27? 

2. Daniel was sickened and overwhelmed by the vision for some days. 

Similar to 7:15; 28; 10:16. 

Why did he feel so overwhelmed by the visions he received? 
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Not just because of their breathtaking scope. It was because their message of coming judgement 

and destruction on God’s own people. 

See also Ezekiel 3:15. 

So Daniel was physically identifying with his people in their forthcoming suffering. 

This is a good model for us as we wait for the end. Instead of isolating ourselves from others, we 

need to identify and care and weep for those around us. Jesus wept over Jerusalem (Matt. 23:37). 

We too should be personally devastated by the thought that there are people all around us who 

will spend eternity in hell if they are not rescued by Christ. 

“The extent to which the lostness of the world around us touches our hearts is the extent to which 

we will be motivated to bring our neighbours the good news of the gospel—and to go on bringing it 

to them, even when they don’t want to hear it” (Iain Duguid). 

Third aspect of his reaction to the vision in chapter 8, 

3. Daniel busies himself with the king’s business. 

He wasn’t simply devastated at the prospect of forthcoming judgement. At the end of his time of 

sickness, he got up and “went about the king’s business”. 

Remarkable! Who was the king? Belshazzar. In spite of the foolishness and the wickedness of the 

authorities of his day, Daniel didn’t isolate himself the people and culture around him. He 

continued to faithfully serve pagan Babylonian society. His vision that the future belonged to the 

kingdom of God didn’t send him off to hide in a corner, but it continued to drive him out in service 

of his community. 

Lesson: the value of work, even in a pagan culture. We need to be doing the will of our Father here 

on earth; just as we one day will be doing in heaven (Matt. 25:14-30). Here on earth we are 

continually living in exile, but this is the culture in which God has placed us so that we can be salt 

and light. Our daily work for the king—for the good of our employer and benefit of our culture—is 

meaningful and valuable. 

Interesting turn of phrase – that Daniel “went about the king’s business,” which comes in the 

context of the Lord being the King of all kings. Perhaps the thought to be gleaned is that even as 

Daniel served his earthly master, King Belshazzar, he knew that at the same time he was about the 

business of his heavenly King, God himself. 

Whenever our master returns, whether soon or at a distant time, he should find us obediently and 

productively working when he comes. 

Note the context of Jesus’ parable about the master who went away for a long time and then 

returned unexpectedly, only to find his servants lax in their work. The parable comes in the context 

of the warning to his disciples that the day and hour of his return were unknown (Matt. 24:45-50). 
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We need to be busy going about the King’s business, which means serving our culture with all the 

gifts and abilities that God has given us. 

Let’s go on to chapter 9. 

The first part of Daniel 9 gives us another response of Daniel to God revelation of God’s Word to 

him. 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made king over the 

realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number 

of years that, according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of 

the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, 

seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. Dan 9:1-3 (ESV) 

 

It is often asked, if God is a sovereign God, why should we pray? 

In other words, if God has everything planned out ahead of time and knows already what he will do 

tomorrow and the next day, what is the point of getting down on our knees and asking for 

something? 

Quite often the question is based on a challenge to God’s sovereignty... 

But this issue is dealt with in the first part of Daniel 9. Can we really pray as we ought to pray if we 

believe that God is sovereign and is in control of the future? How exactly ought we to pray when 

we find ourselves in the deep valleys? 

The first thing to notice about this passage is that Daniel’s prayer was prompted by what? By the 

reading of God’s Word. See 9:2. 

Note what Daniel says about Jeremiah’s writings being “Scripture”. In other words, Daniel regarded 

the writings of a fellow prophet (Jeremiah) to be inspired and authoritative, and this is writing only 

about a generation before Daniel. So in pointing this out, Daniel models for us the attitude that we 

ought to have to his own visions—they’re the inspired Scriptures, the written word of God given 

through His prophets. So this isn’t just interesting and informative. It’s nothing less than the Word 

of God, the only authoritative, and infallible rule for our life and teaching. 

Specifically, it seems that Daniel was looking at Jeremiah 25:11-12 and Jeremiah 29:10. In these 

passages Jeremiah announced that the Lord’s plan was to allow His people to be exiled in Babylon 

for seventy years because of their sin. But at the end of that time God would act to judge the 

Babylonians and to bring His people home. 

It could be that Daniel was thinking about this due to the overthrow of the Babylonian empire by 

the Medes and Persians and the death of King Belshazzar at the hands of Darius, the new ruler. So 

evidently, God was not judging the king of Babylon and his nation, just as he had promised. 

Therefore, even though it wasn’t quite seventy years since the destruction of Judah, Daniel began 
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to pray with greater fervour for the fulfilment of the second half of this prophecy—the gracious 

restoration of God’s people to His land. 

Now get this: Daniel’s progression from faith in God’s sovereignty to passionate prayer is exactly 

the opposite to the question we asked a moment ago. If God is a sovereign God, why should you 

prayer? Daniel would have answered, “It is because God is a sovereign God that I pray!” It was 

precisely when Daniel read in the Scriptures the plan of God to judge Babylon and restore His 

people, and saw that sovereign plan starting to be put into effect, that he turned to God in prayer. 

He didn’t turn to prayer because he thought that the prophecy of the seventy years might 

somehow fail or be delayed if he didn’t do so. Rather, it was because he was confident that his 

sovereign God would do exactly what he had promised to do that he poured out his heart to him in 

passionate prayer. 

So here’s a good lesson for us as believers. Most of us have probably had the experience of setting 

aside time to pray, but not knowing what to pray for. Even in the middle of trials and difficulties, 

sometimes we barely know what to pray. So take a leaf out of Daniel’s book here and search the 

Scriptures, so that we may pray things that God has clearly promised. 

Examples: 

Phil. 1:6 – what has God promised?  So in the middle of my trials, I can pray that God will use these 

trials to continue his work in my heart and life, humbling me and breaking my pride, showing me 

how desperately I need him in my weakness and sinfulness. 

John 14:27 – what has God promised here? To give us a peace the transcends the peace that this 

world gives. So as a result, in my confusion and in the storms of life, I can ask him to give me the 

peace that He alone can give. 

Psalm 23 – what has God promised? To be my shepherd and to walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death with me. So, I pray that He will watch over my soul and hold me up in the blackest 

hour of the night. 

Revelation 21:1-4 – what has God promised here? To bring in the new heaven and new earth, 

where He will wipe away the tears from every eye. For that reason I can pray for the day to come 

quickly when the present world will be dissolved and replaced by that ultimate place of joy. 

Daniel prayed that God would do what He had promised with confidence because he was praying 

for what God had already promised. 

Read Daniel’s prayer (9:4-19). 

Generally speaking, Daniel wasn’t simply praying for his own comfort and protection. This is a 

prayer of intercession for God’s people and God’s kingdom. It’s right to take our personal concerns 

before the Lord. But we shouldn’t get so swept up in our own hardships that we forget the wider 

needs of God’s people. So, we read in the Lord ’s Prayer – “Give us this day our daily bread,” but we 
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also need to remember to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.” 

Daniel’s prayer provides us with a wonderful model of how we should pray for God’s people and 

kingdom. Three elements: invocation (recognizing and acknowledging who God is); confession; and 

petition (pleading for God to fulfil His purposes for His people). 

1. Invocation 

Daniel recognized and acknowledged, from the very beginning, the God to whom his prayer was 

addressed. 

What does Daniel acknowledge about God in his prayer? 

The focus of his acknowledgement was on God’s greatness and grace. See vv. 4, 7, 14, and 15. But 

not only is God great and awesome. See also vv. 4 & 9. 

2. Confession 

But if the God to whom Daniel prayed is righteous and faithful to His promises, Daniel’s own people 

had been the exact opposite. So Daniel confessed his people’s sin. See vv. 5-6 and 10-11. The 

contrast between the Lord and his people is even emphasized by the pattern of double synonyms. 

God is “great and awesome” and “righteous and forgiving” and faithful to “all who love Him and 

obey His commands.” But Israel has “sinned and done wrong.” They’ve “been wicked and rebelled.” 

Note the covenant God made with his people in Deut. 28. Under the terms of the covenant God 

made with them at Mount Sinai, rebelling against God could have only one result: the destruction 

and exile of God’s people from the land of promise. 

Daniel makes no excuses for Israel. He doesn’t challenge God’s fairness in His dealings with them. 

He understood that Israel completely deserved the judgement that they were expecting. They’d 

rebelled against a holy and kind God. 

3. Petition 

Deuteronomy didn’t only speak of judgement to come when Israel sinned and rebelled. It also 

spoke of the promise of a new and gracious beginning for Israel beyond sin and judgement. See 

Deut. 30:2-3. When they experienced the wrath of God and repented of their sins, the Lord would 

restore their fortunes and gather them back together to the Promised Land. 

So this is the response from God that Daniel was seeking in the petition section of his prayer. See 

Dan. 9:17. 

On what basis does Daniel ask this? Not because of his righteousness or the people’s righteousness. 

Simply because of God’s commitment to the glory of His name (v. 19). 
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Lessons for us: 

All three aspects of Daniel’s prayer—invocation, confession and petition—can help us learn how to 

pray for God’s kingdom in our world. 

We should begin by reminding ourselves of God’s greatness and His grace. We should remind 

ourselves of God’s faithfulness. If we forget God’s greatness, then our prayers will be too small. 

Don’t forget God’s graciousness. Why pray at all—for ourselves and for others—if we’re such sinful 

people and damaged vessels? The answer is that we should pray because of God’s grace. We don’t 

brush our sin under the carpet. We don’t pretend that we’re perfect. We remember God’s grace 

and confess our sins to Him. 

And on that basis we bring our requests to Him. When we recognize God’s greatness and grace, 

we’re driven to confess our sins and bring our petitions to Him. 

Powerful prayer 

Very often we pray and wonder whether anyone is listening or whether our prayer simply bounced 

off the ceiling. In this case (this is a remarkable prayer!), the Lord sent an angel to address Daniel’s 

concerns while he was still praying. See 9:20-21. 

We’ll look at the answer Daniel is given in our next study, but in general terms, we can say that 

Daniel’s prayer received and immediate and ultimate answer. 

First, God raised up Cyrus, the Persian king who gave the order to allow the Jews to return to their 

home. This decree was given in 538 B.C., within a year of the fall of the Babylonian empire. So it 

occurred almost immediately after David’s prayer in the first year of Darius. Daniel prayed, and in 

response God moved the heart of Cyrus, the greatest ruler of the day to bring about a return of His 

people to their land. 

Now we’ll see next week that this immediate answer to Daniel’s prayer was just a partial fulfilment 

of God’s future plans. Israel’s main problem wasn’t their location. It was their rebellious heart. It 

was their heart problem that brought them to Babylon in the first place. So God would, in the 

future, deal with that problem through His greatness and grace. It would be accomplished through 

the coming of Christ. 

And ultimately, the greatest demonstration of God’s greatness and grace is at the cross. The cross is 

the most wonderful motivation for our prayers. Since God has loved His people so much that He 

sent His Son to die for us, He will surely give us the resources and the words and the power to bring 

that good news to those around us. 

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32  He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things? Romans 8:31-32 (ESV) 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

The Seventy Sevens (Daniel 9) – Part One 

Have you ever asked what you thought was a fairly simple question, only to be totally baffled by the 

depth and complexity of the answer? 

This is the feeling that many of us have when we approach the second half of Daniel 9. We want 

someone to explain the meaning of the vision to us on a level that we can understand, but we are 

tempted to fear that it simply can’t be understood by ordinary people like us. So we leave the 

answers to those “high brainpower” biblical specialists and shrink away in resignation thinking that 

this is just one of those passages that is simply not understandable to ordinary people like us. 

Well, if that’s our concern, then it should be comforting to know that we are not alone. 

In 400 A.D., one of the most brilliant scholars and linguists in the Early Church, Jerome, wrote: 

“Because it is unsafe to pass judgement on the opinions of the great teachers of the church and to 

set one above another, I shall simply repeat the view of each and leave it to the reader’s judgement 

as to whose explanation ought to be followed.” Jerome then went on to list nine conflicting 

opinions on the meaning of the passage, declaring himself unable to decide which one (if any) was 

right. 

Well, we must start with the belief that God’s Word is always “useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). This vision was given to Daniel in order to 

make something clear, not in order to confuse things further (see Dan. 9:22). 

He made me understand, speaking with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you 

insight and understanding. Dan 9:22 (ESV) 

 

The key to understanding this vision, I believe, is to focus on what is central and clear. Don’t jump 

immediately into what is complicated and challenging. 

Know too that we’ll not unravel every complexity and detail in this vision, but if we follow that rule 

(focus on what is central and clear), the central message of the vision shouldn’t be too hard to see. 

The Context 

First, it’s really important to remind ourselves of the context and the central focus of Daniel’s 

prayer in the first half of the chapter. 

That’s a good lesson on interpreting Scripture, of course. You’ve always got to look at the context. 

As we saw in last week’s study, Daniel tells us that he had been meditating on Jeremiah’s prophecy 

of a 70 year period of exile under the rule of the Babylonians and to their king. But after that, 
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Jeremiah prophesied that God would judge the Babylonians, and his people would return to their 

land to rebuild the temple. See Jeremiah 25:11-12 and Jeremiah 29:10. 

We saw that Daniel’s prayer took place when? During the first year of the Persian king, Darius. So 

the Babylonian empire had fallen at this point to the Medes and Persians. Daniel recognized that 

the Babylonians and their king had been judged by God, thus fulfilling the first part of Jeremiah’s 

prophecy. 

So Daniel was praying that God would now fulfil the second part of that prophecy as well. He was 

praying that in God’s mercy and grace, the people would be restored to their land. 

“O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city 

Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and 

your people have become a byword among all who are around us. 17 Now therefore, O our God, 

listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make 

your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. 18  O my God, incline your ear and hear. 

Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not 

present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 19 O 

Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, 

because your city and your people are called by your name.” Dan 9:16-19 (ESV) 

 

Daniel acknowledged that God had judged His people just as the Sinai covenant demanded. Yet the 

same Sinai covenant also held out the prospect of a new beginning after the punishment of exile, a 

new beginning in which the Lord would circumcise the hearts of His people and give them hearts 

that long to obey Him (see Deut. 30:1-6). 

And as Daniel read the words of Jeremiah, he would have also read more prophecies that spoke of 

that beautiful restoration—that promised new beginning. Jeremiah announced that God would 

make a new covenant with His people that would be different from the covenant that they broke 

through their sin—a covenant that would finally fulfil Deuteronomy’s promise of hearts that desired 

to obey the Lord. 

See Jeremiah 31:31-33. 

So that’s what Daniel would have been reading and meditating on. He was praying for the 

fulfilment of these promises. He was praying for this restoration and this transformation of the 

people of God. He longed to see them changed from sinners to a holy people with God dwelling 

with them in their midst and to see Jerusalem restored through the coming of the Messiah. 

In Daniel’s day, the covenant relationship between God and His people had been broken by the sin 

of Israel and Judah. But Daniel’s hope and prayer was that the ending of Jeremiah’s 70-year period 

of judgement would bring in the time when the prophet’s words of restoration of the covenant 

relationship would be fulfilled. As the people repented, Daniel hoped to see the renewal of God’s 

favour, the rebuilding of the temple and the bringing in of the promised new covenant, which 

would transform the people from the rebellious sinners who hated God’s law and despised the 

prophets into a holy people who loved God’s law. According to Jeremiah, this change would also be 
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marked by the arrival of the Messiah—the Branch of righteousness—whose reign would bring in a 

state of justice, righteousness, and peace for Judah and Jerusalem. See Jeremiah 33:15-16. 

So again, that’s the background. That’s the context. You must read this vision in Daniel 9 with those 

concepts in background and it’s in that context that each of the various parts of the vision will make 

sense to us. 

So Daniel is praying and in steps the angel Gabriel—God’s messenger. 

See Dan. 9:20-23. 

While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting 

my plea before the LORD my God for the holy hill of my God, 21 while I was speaking in prayer, the 

man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift flight at the time of the 

evening sacrifice. 22  He made me understand, speaking with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now 

come out to give you insight and understanding. 23  At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word 

went out, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. Therefore consider the word 

and understand the vision. Dan 9:20-23 (ESV) 

 

“While I was speaking and praying...” 

So do you see what’s happening? As if to emphasize and underline the connection between 

Daniel’s prayer and the coming vision, Gabriel’s appearing provides an immediate and explicit 

answer to Daniel’s prayer. 

Daniel prays to the Lord, “Hear!” (vv. 18-19), and the appearing of Gabriel is clear proof that his 

prayer has indeed been heard. 

Note the connections: 

 v. 17 and v. 23 (noting the prayer and answer) 

 v.19 and v. 20 

In fact, Gabriel told Daniel that a decree was issued from the throne of God as soon as Daniel began 

to pray. 

The Good News – Daniel’s Prayer Answered 

Now what is more, Gabriel had come to tell Daniel that his requests for a transformation in the 

state of his people and city would all be answered – in the affirmative. Yes! 

Read Daniel 9:24-27. 

“Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put 

an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and 

prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. 25  Know therefore and understand that from the going out 

of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be 

seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a 



85 
 

troubled time. 26 And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have 

nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end 

shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall 

make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end to 

sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until 

the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.” Dan 9:24-27 (ESV) 

 

Verse 24 – the overview. 

Before we start thinking about the “seventy sevens,” let’s focus on what is quite clear in v. 24. 

Verse 24 is a bit of an overview of what’s going to take place according to Gabriel’s revelation to 

Daniel. 

What are going to be the results of what God does? What purposes are going to be accomplished? 

Verse 24: a day was coming when God would act— 

 to finish/restrain transgression 

 to put an end to sin 

 to atone for iniquity 

 to bring in everlasting righteousness 

 to seal both vision and prophet 

 to anoint the most holy place 

This is really about the coming salvation— 

1. Note that salvation involves finishing or restraining transgression. We notice three words for 

sin here.  “Transgression” here means rebelliousness.  “Sin” means “missing the standard of 

what God requires”.  “Iniquity” means “twistedness, perverseness”.  Transgression, sin and 

iniquity on the part of God’s people had put them in this situation. They had been 

abandoned by God. But the day would come when the power of sin would broken and their 

sin atoned for. Something is going to take place which will strike a death-blow at sin and 

finish its power. When salvation comes, God’s people will die to the power of sin. Sin will be 

stripped of its right to rule. 

2. Salvation involves putting an end to sin. The power and rule of sin, which had caused so 

much devastation and trouble in Israel would receive a death-blow. Something is going to 

happen that will destroy sin. 

3. Salvation also involves atoning for iniquity. The word here is the word that would be used 

about a priest offering a sacrifice for sin.  A sacrifice for sin will be offered, and the result 

will be that sin may be pardoned.  At the end of a lengthy period God will do something in 

Jerusalem which will deal with the worst problem of the human race: human sinfulness. 

4. Salvation involves bringing in everlasting righteousness. In the place of wickedness and 

rebellion, God would bring in everlasting righteousness—making His people holy. 



86 
 

5. Salvation involves sealing up both the vision and prophet. Something is going to take place 

which will fulfil everything that has been predicted—prophecies given to God’s people by 

His prophets. 

6. Salvation involves anointing the most holy place. This could also be translated the most holy 

one. Daniel is told about a new temple, but I don’t believe the new temple is simply a 

building. From the perspective of the New Testament, we see that the temple is the people 

of God—God dwelling within them. 

So if you sum all that up, in the context of Daniel’s reading of Jeremiah, this is nothing less than a 

commitment on the Lord’s part to bring in the promised new covenant—to bring in this new 

salvation. 

Now most scholars are agreed these six things/purposes point to the work of Christ—the 

propitiatory work of Christ. That’s quite clear isn’t it? And as I said earlier, we’ve got to focus on 

that which is clear. 

Here’s the thing, though. Salvation involves both a “now” and a “not yet”. We can say that we have 

been saved. We can also say that we are being saved. We can also say that we will one day be 

saved. So these purposes mentioned in Daniel 9:24 involve not just the first coming of the Messiah, 

but the Second Coming, too. From our perspective we can look back and say, as with all those 

things, “Christ came and fulfilled these things. At the cross he put an end to sin. He dealt with it. He 

atoned for it. He brought in this new everlasting righteousness.” But it’s also true to say that what 

Christ fulfilled at the first coming, he will consummate at his second coming. 

So, let me go back to the main point and repeat it: God hears and answers the prayers of his 

repentant people. Do you see the lesson here? We talked about this last week and we saw that 

there’s no conflict between God’s sovereignty and the truth that the prayers of God’s people have a 

real impact on events in the world. 

James 5:16: “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” James uses Elijah as an 

example to prove his point, but he could have used Daniel. Daniel prayed and his prayers brought 

about a response from the divine throne room before he had even finished speaking. 

And I can tell you this too: this truth is not restricted to the prayers of the “super-saints,” either. We 

all have the privilege and responsibility of approaching the throne of grace with our petitions and 

requests. We can only approach on the basis of Christ’s work for us. 

So often—and I was talking about this to someone today—so often our response to the difficult 

times around us is either a human kind of activism that puts all our hopes in our own efforts. 

Sometimes we respond with a despairing attitude—a passive attitude that assumes that nothing 

can be done in response to the problem facing us. 

But Daniel 9 challenges us to get on our knees before the Lord and plead with him to bring in the 

promised new world where sin and rebellion are gone and eternal righteousness is here. 
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Our prayers are far too small. 

God’s Timescale 

So far then, the message Gabriel brought to Daniel was good news. However, there was some 

difficult news to come. This promised transformation, this promised restoration and new covenant 

that Jeremiah had been speaking about would not arrive immediately. It would not arrive 

immediately at the end of their exile. 

In fact, the period of judgement is simply a small part of a much larger plan of God, a plan which 

would not be completed in a period of 70 years, but would take “seventy sevens” to work itself out. 

See v. 24. 

“Seventy Sevens” 

Let me focus on that phrase. 

First, what can we say for sure? 

We can say, without a shadow of a doubt, that God, in his wisdom and sovereignty has designated 

a definite period of time to accomplish all that was/is needed to restore and rescue His people. 

And the phrase used here, to describe God’s calendar, is “seventy sevens” or “seventy sets of 

sevens”. 

How are we to interpret that? 

Well, some Bibles, mine included have translated “seventy sevens” or “seventy sets of sevens” as 

“weeks” – seventy weeks. But that’s not what Gabriel says. That’s not what it says in the Hebrew. It 

doesn’t mean a week of seven days. It’s just “seventy sets of sevens.” 

And there are some who think, “Okay, if 490 weeks doesn’t make much sense looking at the time of 

Daniel, maybe God somehow meant “years”—490 years.” There’s even a Bible translation that 

reads the passage that way, “God has ordered four hundred and ninety years,” says the New 

Century Translation. But that’s not accurate at all. The Hebrew text has no mention of “years” and 

no mention of “weeks” either. That’s just paraphrasing according to the translator’s own 

interpretation. 

But again, literally, verse 24 reads, “seventy sets of sevens” or you might say, “seventy times 

seven.” 

Seventy times seven? Does that sound familiar to you? 

Remember in Matthew 18 when Jesus was responding to Peter’s question about how often he 

should forgive his brother when he sinned against him? Should he forgive him as many as seven 
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times. (The Pharisees recommended three times, by the way.) So Peter asks, is seven times 

enough? 

In reply, Jesus told him to forgive his brother seventy times seven times (Matt. 18:22). 

Now there’s not one person I have ever heard of who says that Jesus meant to take that figure, 490 

times, literally, you know, as if Peter were obligated to forgive his brother 490 times, but not on the 

491st occasion. Rather, Bible teachers recognize that the point Jesus was making was to say that 

Peter’s perspective on forgiveness was way too small. “Peter, expand your perspective on 

forgiveness. Keep on forgiving your brother.” 

After all, ever since the creation account, seven is a number of completeness. Seventy is seven 

multiplied by ten – so complete perfection. Total completeness. Perfect completeness. So, seventy 

times seven would be the ultimate in completness. 

According to God’s calendar – just exactly at the right time (Gal. 4:4). 

So if Jesus was challenging Peter to expand his view of forgiveness, this vision seems to be 

challenging Daniel’s perspective on the timescale God was working on to bring about the 

restoration of His people—the new covenant. 

It’s not going to take a mere seventy years to bring about a transformation in the hearts and lives of 

God’s people, but seventy times seven. 

Daniel, although I’m going to immediately bring about the fulfilment to part of your request, the 

main part of your request isn’t going to happen until after your lifetime. 

But Daniel wasn’t meant to despair. Even though the coming of the New Covenant wouldn’t 

happen in Daniel’s lifetime, it would arrive in due time and God would accomplish everything he 

had planned perfectly. 

We live in a bit of an “instant” world, now. We expect everything to come to us now. “I ordered it 

three days ago, so why isn’t has it arrived in the mail yet?” And to satisfy our impatience we’ve got 

instant dinners, instant messaging and pretty much instant everything else. Can you remember the 

time when your TV actually had to warm up? Can you remember life without a microwave? Can you 

remember waiting for a letter to arrive in the mail? That same “instant” attitude has carried over 

into our relationships, both with God and with each other. We want instant happiness. Instant 

satisfaction. We want God to change us and transform us instantly. We want our spouses to be 

instantly perfect and our children to be mature right away. 

But Daniel 9 challenges our timescale. It shows us that God’s timescale for the sanctification of His 

people is far larger than we would typically think. To be sure, God will accomplish the complete 

transformation and sanctification of our lives. But it won’t happen right away. 

Someone said that “the mills of God grind slow, but they grind exceedingly small.” 
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He will accomplish it completely. He’ll not leave anything half-done. But at the same time, His work 

in the world is a long term project. 

One day is as a thousand years and a thousand years a day. Moses writes that a thousand years in 

God’s sight are but as yesterday when it is past or as a watch in the night. 

So it’s important that we remember this truth so that we’ll be patient in our personal, individual 

lives. You can be sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ. But it’s not an instant completion. It’s a sure completion, but not instant. 

Perhaps we need to apply this truth to others too. How often are you frustrated with the slow 

spiritual progress of others? Oh how sinful they are. When we they grow in holiness? And we’re 

quick to judge them. We compare our victories with their slow progress. “I had victory over that! 

Why can’t they?” as if our progress being sanctified was the result of our own effort. But it’s God’s 

work, isn’t it? So let’s give grace to others. As we look at ourselves and see that we need God’s 

grace, let’s make sure we show that same grace to others. 

Okay, but let’s go back to Daniel’s vision. It would seem that v. 24, the Seventy Sevens, would mean 

a long, yet a complete length of time, after which salvation would come. 

So here’s Daniel. The Babylonian period is over. Now Darius the Persian king is ruling. Daniel knows 

from reading Jeremiah that following the Babylonian period – the exile would come to an end. So 

he’s praying about. He’s confessing the sins of his people. He’s praising God for His faithfulness. 

And God answers his prayer. And He says, “Yes, I’m going to bring My people home. That’s going to 

happen. But there’s going to be a complete fulfilment. I’m going to bring in a new covenant. I’m 

going to change the hearts of the people, just as it was prophesied in Jeremiah. But that part of the 

work is going to be a long time in the future, Daniel. I will save. But it’s a long way ahead. Seventy 

times seven. Seventy sets of seven, but it will come. Don’t doubt it. Don’t despair.” 

And as you know from our perspective, looking back with 20/20 hindsight, can see that God's 

promise to bring in that New Covenant has been fulfilled.  We who live thousands of years later 

know that God was true to his word.  A long way ahead of Daniel’s time - seventy times seven! - a 

Saviour came to Jerusalem, died upon a cross, rose from the dead, poured out the Spirit, offered a 

gospel of grace in every corner of Israel, destroyed Jerusalem - and then arranged for his gospel to 

go to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Let me close by bringing one more perspective to this seventy-sevens question. 

The Jubilee Significance 

Why did he not choose 30 or 50 or 80 “sevens” instead of “seventy sevens”? 

I think another good reason is found in Lev. 25:8-55 and the observance of the year of Jubilee. Note 

vv. 8-12. 

When we examine the year of Jubilee in detail we discover that its provisions were as follows: 
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(1) the return of all property, according to the original Mosaic distribution, to the original owner or 

to his family; 

(2) the release of all Jewish slaves; 

(3) the cancellation of debts; and 

(4) the land is to lie fallow, i.e., it is neither to be sown, pruned, reaped, nor gathered for an entire 

year. 

The Jubilee, therefore, was a year in which social justice and equity, freedom, pardon, release, and 

restoration were emphasized and experienced. The Jubilee signalled a new beginning, the 

inauguration of moral, spiritual, and national renewal. 

So it is no surprise that the jubilee became a symbol and prefigurement of the ultimate 

redemption, release, and restoration that God would accomplish spiritually on behalf of his people. 

Indeed, the eschaton, the final day of salvation to be inaugurated by Messiah, was conceived and 

described in terms of the release ordinance of the Mosaic year of Jubilee. 

This all takes on special significance when we realize that there is decreed for Israel a total period of 

seventy sevens or 490, which is to say 10 JUBILEE ERAS, an intensification of the jubilee concept 

pointing to the ultimate, antitypical Jubilee. 

The Jubilary year of God in which the consummation of redemption and restoration is to occur is 

described in Isa. 61:1-2. READ 

This is the passage that our Lord quotes in Luke 4:16-21 and applies to his own person and work. In 

other words, the fulfilment and anti-type of the prophetic and typical Jubilary year has come in the 

person and work of Jesus Christ! 

The purpose of the Seventy Sevens prophecy, outlined in Dan. 9:24, was to secure that ultimate 

salvation, that release, redemption, and restoration of which the Jubilee year was a type or 

symbolic prefigurement. When Jesus declares that in himself the Jubilee of God has come he is 

saying, in effect, that the Seventy Sevens of Daniel have reached their climax. The new age of 

Jubilee, of which all previous Jubilees were prefigurements, has now dawned in the person and 

ministry of Jesus. The goal of the Seventy Sevens prophecy is the consummate Jubilary salvation of 

God! That is why the chronological frame of reference in which it is said to transpire is Jubilary in 

nature: 10 Jubilees = 490! 

The meaning of the period, therefore, is THEOLOGICAL, not chronological. The Seventy Sevens are 

not designed to establish precise chronological parameters for redemptive history. Rather, they 

serve to evoke a theological image, namely, that in 'Messiah Jesus God will work to effect the final 

Jubilee of redemptive history. The 10 Jubilee framework (i.e., the Seventy Sevens) is thus symbolic 

of the divine work of redemption, at the conclusion of which the eternal and perfected jubilee will 

appear: THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH (Rev. 21-22). 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

The Battle (Daniel 10) 

The Historical Context 

When? See Daniel 10:1-3. 

What was going on during this period in the life of the people of God? 

First year of Cyrus – the first of the Jewish exiles begin returning to Jerusalem in response to Cyrus’ 

decree. What did they find? Life was very difficult. Although they rebuilt the altar of the temple, 

they immediately ran into strong opposition from their new neighbours on all sides (Ezra 3:1-6; 4:5, 

24). So they were facing great opposition on top of the difficulties of rebuilding their homes and 

making a living. This caused the returned exiles to stop working on the temple. This stoppage 

continued for more than fifteen years until the time of Haggai and Zechariah. So “the third year of 

Cyrus king of Persia” would have been a time of deep discouragement for God’s people, both in 

Judea and in Babylon. The excitement that surrounded the initial return and rededication of the 

altar was fading and the great challenges of remaining faithful to God over the long haul, in the 

midst of opposition, would have been at the forefront of Daniel’s mind. 

Perhaps you can relate: maybe you can think of an earlier time in your Christian life when 

obedience to God seemed easier and more exciting. But now it feels like you’re in a spiritual 

drought. You’re faced with a host of challenges and difficulties and the joy you once experienced 

seems so long ago. 

So what encouragement is there for us to motivate us to be faithful over the long term? 

Daniel’s Response 

An extended period of mourning and fasting (vv. 2-3). 

Why? 

It was a cry to God: Daniel’s fasting and mourning continued through the Passover festival, which 

was in the middle of the first month (v. 4a), so this showed the seriousness of Daniel’s 

commitment. It perhaps implied a cry to God to repeat His ancient work of salvation in Daniel’s own 

day. It was a way to cry out to God for that ultimate deliverance that we’ve been thinking about in 

chapter 9 too, perhaps. 

Solidarity with his brothers and sisters in the Lord: Daniel’s fasting and mourning was also a way of 

identifying with the hardships and trials that God’s people were facing in their homeland. 
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Lessons for us: the church around the world is one family of God’s people. When one suffers, we 

should all sorrow; when one rejoices, we should all celebrate (see 1 Cor. 12:26). 

So this means: 

 Developing an awareness of what God’s doing elsewhere in the world. 

 In particular, remembering to pray for the persecuted church. 

See Hebrews 13:3. We ought to do what Daniel did: fasting – give up, for a time, some of the 

luxuries that are a routine part of our lives, and devote ourselves to praying for persecuted saints in 

their time of desperate need. This also changes our perspective – we can be tempted to grumble 

about the difficulties and challenge we face and we are reminded to be thankful for God’s mercies 

to us and pray for those who have so much less and who are going through far worse trials. Fasting 

also reminds us that this world is not our home and we are involved in spiritual battle. 

A Heavenly Being 

Now we switch from the physical to the spiritual battle that is going on behind the scenes. This 

spiritual battle is the focus of the rest of the chapter. 

At the end of Daniel’s time of fasting, he receives a dramatic vision as he stood beside the river 

Tigris. See Daniel 10:4-6. 

So what does Daniel see? 

In his vision, Daniel saw a heavenly being, dressed in linen with a belt of gold around his waist. The 

body of this being glowed with inner light (like chrysolite, a flashing golden gemstone). His face 

shone like lightning. His eyes were like torches. His arms and legs like polished bronze. His voice 

echoed like the booming roar of a crowd. 

Who is this heavenly being? 

Some think it is a vision of God (like Revelation 1 and Ezekiel 1:26f). 

But v. 11 tells us that this one was sent by someone else (he’s a messenger) to strength Daniel. And 

we are also told in v. 13 that he was delayed by the prince of the Persian kingdom until he received 

the help of Michael, one of the chief princes (or angels). 

There does seem to be a connection with Ezekiel’s vision (Ezek. 1), but the parallel is with the 

cherubim who pull the divine chariot. The cherubim had the form of a man, too (although with a 

variety of features from other animals, as in Ezek. 1:5). See also Ezek. 9:2-4 and 10:2. 

So what do we know for sure? He’s a messenger sent from heaven to encourage and strength 

Daniel. 
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We know to that angelic messengers themselves reflect the image of the glorious God whom they 

service. They display aspects of God’s character, aspects that are important for the message that’s 

to follow. 

So the opening part of Daniel’s vision really does tell us something important about God himself. 

So let’s get a little deeper: 

God’s Holiness and Glory 

Notice Daniel’s reaction: vv. 7-9. His vision left him trembling and helpless. 

So what did this vision seek to communicate about God? 

Surely the focus was on his holiness and glory. 

God’s holiness – symbolized by the linen clothing (Exo. 36:8; Lev. 16:4). Holiness: God is not like us. 

He is different, separate from us. He is “of purer eyes than to look upon sin (Hab. 1:13). God himself 

said, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways...As the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” 

(Isa. 55:8-9). 

God’s glory – this vision shows a God whose presence, even in this mediated form, is 

overwhelming. The brightness and the reverberation of sound crushes Daniel to the ground and 

sends him and his companions scurrying cover. Daniel could not stand on his feet before such an 

amazing, awesome vision of God’s glory. See vv. 7-9 again. 

Now contrast this display of God with what see in the culture around us... This is not the God whose 

attributes Daniel sees reflected in his vision. He is the God of a glorious holiness that blazes with 

fire, whose presence is scarcely bearable, even by those who, like Daniel, have given their lives over 

to serving Him. 

God’s Glorious Holiness and Persecution 

The reality of God’s blazingly glorious holiness is an important truth to remember in times of trial 

and persecution. How so? 

Well, Satan wants us to think that obedience to God doesn’t really matter very much. He wants us 

to think that it doesn’t make much difference whether we follow God or assimilate into the culture 

around us. “Life is hard,” Satan says, “why not just follow the easy path? Why not go with the flow? 

Why endure persecution? After all, God is “Mr. Nice Guy.” He’s your pal. The man upstairs. It 

wouldn’t be worth making such a minor sacrifice for such a god as that!” That’s what Satan says, 

anyway. 

But, if the God we serve is blazingly and gloriously holy, then obeying Him is not a minor matter. He 

is passionately committed to our holiness and to saving a people for Himself. He demands a 
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corresponding commitment on the part of His people. The inheritance that He offers His saints is an 

eternity experiencing the glory of that same holiness 

A God like this is worth leaving the comforts of Babylon, to go and endure the difficulties of 

rebuilding Jerusalem. He’s worth leaving the security of our own comfortable homes in order to go 

and work for His kingdom in the difficult places around the world. He’s even worth giving up our 

lives for, if that’s what it takes. After all, that’s what He was willing to do for us, in the Person of 

Christ, in order to save us from our sins. See 2 Corinthians 8:9. Such a God is worthy of great 

sacrifices. 

So here’s the perspective: God’s purpose in revealing Himself to Daniel in this way wasn’t to crush 

him, but to encourage him. So understand: God wants us to see our own weakness in relation to 

Him so that we won’t be tempted to trust in ourselves, but will look to Him for our strength. See vv. 

10-11. The angel encouraged Daniel. How? By affirming that he was highly esteemed by God and 

also that he had been sent to Daniel in response to his prayers, in order to give him understanding 

and insight. In other words, the vision that follows in chapter 11 will be one that is intended to 

encourage Daniel in response to his mourning and meditation over the present situation in 

Jerusalem. 

A Message Delayed 

Now if this angelic messenger was first sent to encourage and minister to Daniel at the point when 

he began to humble himself and pray, why didn’t he come until three weeks later? The answer 

given in the vision is that he was delayed on his journey twenty-one days by the prince of the 

Persian kingdom. See Dan. 10:2, 12-14. 

Who is this “prince of the Persian kingdom”? It seems to be an angelic figure who is connected with 

the Persian empire and who resists God’s purposes. An agent of Satan. Satan’s hatred against God’s 

people sometimes magnified through the rulers and powers of this present age, and the church’s 

present experiences are the earthly working out of a parallel conflict in the spiritual realms. 

So the vision explains one reason why there’s a delay in the fulfilment of God’s promises: the 

“prince of the Persian kingdom” is a powerful enemy—powerful enough to delay God’s messenger 

for a period of three weeks. 

Yet, in the end, all he could do was delay God’s messenger! When the archangel Michael came to 

help him, the angel who spoke to Daniel was finally able to complete his journey and bring the 

message of encouragement to Daniel. In the end, Satan’s most energetic work can’t overthrow 

God’s purposes or harm his people. 

Daniel’s response: again he was overtaken by such an overwhelming sense of weakness that once 

again he was bowed to the ground. The vision knocked the wind out of him—so much so that he 

wasn’t even able to speak until the angel touched his lips. 
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See vv. 15-19. 

So what does this tell us? It tells us that the difficulties facing God’s people who were trying to 

rebuild Jerusalem were not simply facing human opposition. But the battle was being fought on a 

spiritual level, too. This explains why things were going so slow. Behind all the physical barriers lay 

the satanic “prince of the Persian kingdom.” 

What is more, the spiritual struggle wouldn’t be over right away. See 10:20-11:1. 

Now we shouldn’t think that all this is history and in the past and since Persia and Greece are 

ancient history these angelic forces are just resting on their laurels now. No, the satanic forces that 

opposed God’s work then, continue to work against God’s kingdom now. Ongoing battle. Time and 

again, though the church is struggling and feels abandoned, it’s not destroyed because of God’s 

power and the strengthening support of His angels. We’re not alone in our conflicts, even though 

God’s promises aren’t fulfilled right away. They are sure to be fulfilled, though. See 2 Peter 3:8-10. 

And we need to see, too, that the root cause of our difficulties is much deeper than first imagined. 

In other words, it’s not just that the husband or wife is being unreasonable or the rebellious child 

that is making life miserable. The root cause isn’t just our circumstances or bad habits. Rather, it’s 

the underlying spiritual battle that we are engaged in. See Eph. 6:12. 

Does that struggle seem frightening and intimidating? Yes, but God wants us to understand that 

life’s not a picnic. It’s a battleground. The devil is a powerful enemy. He’s far too powerful to take 

on with our own strength. And we’ll need patience as we wait for the fulfilment of God’s promises. 

But it’s God’s strength, the might and power of a blazingly holy God, who created the heavens and 

the earth, who will see us through. His triumph is sure. 

Satan’s Strategies 

So what do we take home from this? It’s important that we have a proper biblical perspective on 

these things. I think I’ve said before that the devil seems to have two basic strategies. I believe this 

thought came from C. S. Lewis. The first strategy is the “demon behind every bush” syndrome, 

where Satan tries to convince us that he is all powerful and therefore resisting him is pointless. 

After, Peter does describe him as a “roaring lion, going about seeking whom he can devour.” Satan 

does pretend to have awesome power and authority. But we need to understand that God’s power 

is infinitely greater than the devil’s power. 

Now, along with this strategy, one danger we need to beware of is the tendency, in some parts of 

the church, to blame everything on the work of demons. If someone’s an alcoholic – it’s a spirit of 

alcoholism. If someone is bitter, she’s possessed by a spirit of bitterness, and that demon needs to 

be prayed against and cast out. 
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Even closer to the interests of Daniel 10, difficulties presenting the gospel in a particular place are 

sometimes blamed on a territorial spirit that’s blocking the work there and the solution, so some 

are told, is to pray against that particular evil spirit. 

Here’s the thing, though—while it is true that Satan and his workers are behind much that is evil in 

this world, and we should certainly pray for God to frustrate their efforts, this approach seems to 

give Satan altogether too much credit. 

Note here that the angel doesn’t tell Daniel to pray against the prince of Persian. Notice that! 

Rather, the proper answer to this strategy is to recognize and celelbrate and remind ourselves of 

God’s awesome power. Worship Him! Give Him the glory. Catch a glimpse of His greatness! Sing His 

praise! Just as the angel says to Daniel, “Peace! Be strong!” (v. 19), so Paul urges the Ephesians, “Be 

strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armour of God so that...when the day of 

evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground and after you have done everything, to stand” 

(Eph. 6:10-13). When evil does its worst, God’s strength has been given to us so that we can stand! 

No temptation is irresistible, no matter how strong it seems. The awesome power of God is at work 

in us to make us new people. No matter how strong the opposition against the church, the gates of 

hell will not prevail against it (Matt. 16:18). Satan and his forces are great and dangerous, but they 

are not all-powerful. 

Satan’s second strategy: the exact opposite of the first. This is probably the main strategy we see 

him using these days. It is all too convenient for him when people don’t believe in his existence. He 

can carry out his work unsuspected and undetected. And in this strategy we may need find him 

going around as a roaring lion, but as an angel of light. He enslaves, not by dominant force, but by 

sweet seduction. When we don’t recognize the existence and reality of the devil and his schemes, 

then we don’t see the need to wear the whole armour of God. He finds us unprepared and easily 

overcomes us. 

The answer to this strategy: see the reality of what Daniel saw in chapter 10. Be convinced of the 

reality of the devil and his very real power. Be aware of the spiritual dimension of our struggle. But 

remember that you don’t struggle alone and He who is for us is greater than the one who is against 

us. 

Our Responsibility 

So are we just meant to be helpless bystanders in all of this? No, the answer is to join in Daniel’s 

revolutionary act that triggered the vision in the first place. What did he do? He prayed! When we 

pray, we who are just weak, trembling humans, involve ourselves in the cosmic conflict in a way 

that has vast, often unseen repercussions. See Eph. 6:18. In the face of overwhelming situations, 

unbearable trials, and frustrating difficulties, what can we do? We can pray! 

However, sometimes what we do is the exact opposite of what Paul tells us to do. We’re to pray 

always with all kinds of prayers and requests. Too often we pray rarely with small kinds of requests. 

Our prayers are often limited by small imaginations and little faith. We don’t pray for big things 
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because we don’t really believe, in our heart of hearts, that God can or will do them. This is 

especially true during those difficult and discouraging times when life is hard and there’s little 

spiritual progress being seen. So enlarge your vision! This is the great and awesome God whom we 

serve! He causes kingdoms to rise and kingdoms to fall. He controls detailed events of world 

history. And this God chooses to work in response to the prayers of his people. 

The Decisive Victory 

Ultimately though, our victory doesn’t rest in our faithfulness to pray or even on the power of 

angels fighting for us. The Lord Jesus Christ is the One who has won the victory for us. He took His 

stand, all alone, wearing God’s armour, in the decisive battle for our souls at the cross. At the cross 

Satan did his worst and was defeated. Since Jesus won that victory on the cross, no one and nothing 

can stand against him. Therefore: Romans 8! 

Rejoice! Praise God! Even in the difficult and frustrating conflicts of life. It’s dark now, but see the 

coming dawn. The day is coming when at last the King of glory will come to claim His kingdom. He 

will lead in the countless hosts of saints who have come to receive their glorious inheritance. 
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STUDIES IN DANIEL 

Wars and Rumours of Wars (Daniel 11) 

Review 

Daniel chapters 10 - 12 should be viewed as a single unit. This section contains a vision given to 

Daniel by the angel Gabriel. This vision occurred during the third year of King Cyrus (10:1). The third 

year of Cyrus was a time when the Jews had begun to return from their places of exile to Jerusalem, 

in order to rebuild the temple and return to their lives in the Promised Land. 

However, they soon found that they were faced with a great deal of opposition from their enemies 

all around. The rebuilding work quickly ground to halt and people slipped into a “maintenance” 

lifestyle, focused on just surviving. The optimism that they would have had when they first began to 

return from their exile had faded into an attitude of discouragement and even despair. 

What was Daniel’s response? 

We saw in our last study on Daniel 10 that he set aside three weeks at the beginning of that year to 

mourn and to fast. He devoted himself to prayer. 

This vision in chapter 11 is a direct response from God to that prayer, so we should expect it to 

have a message that would encourage and strengthen Daniel and also the other discouraged 

believers. 

In our last study: spiritual warfare. In response to his prayer, Daniel sees a heavenly being – a being 

who reflects God’s holiness and glory. We learned that God reveals His awesomeness and glory to 

encourage us in difficult circumstances. The angel reveals that there has been a spiritual conflict 

going on behind the scenes and it’s an ongoing battle. What are we to do in the midst of this 

spiritual battle? Do what Daniel did: pray! 

Chapter 11... 

Introduction 

Well, if your Christian life is perfect—if every day it moves from strength to strength and triumph to 

triumph as you easily grow in your knowledge of God and in victory over sin—then you should 

probably skip this chapter! 

However, if you know what it is to struggle and fail when you try to do what God’s told you to do, 

so much so that you sometimes find yourself wondering if it’s worth the bother to keep going and 

try again—then Daniel chapter 11 is for you. If you ever wonder where God is in your life and how 
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to make sense of the gap between His promises of victory on one hand, and the grinding difficulty 

and discouragement of your daily life on the other, then this is for you. 

A Prophetic Overview of History 

The message that Daniel received from Gabriel was a prophetic (and very selective) overview of the 

flow of history from the time of Daniel until the end of the world—the final, climactic conflict and 

victory of God. What is remarkable about Daniel 11 is its depth of detail with which it covers some 

of the predicted events. So accurate are some of the details that some scholars have argued that 

this chapter couldn’t have been prophetic and that it must have been written after the events that 

it claims to predict. But see Isa. 44:6-7. This assurance, that God is sovereign and powerful, would 

have been a tremendous encouragement for the Jews in Daniel’s day. 

The Vision 

Daniel’s vision begins, as chapter 8 did, with a brief summary of the Persian and Greek empires. See 

Daniel 11:2-3. 

After Cyrus, the present Persian ruler, three more kings would arise in Persia, and then a fourth, 

and this fourth ruler would be richer and more powerful than the others and would enter into a 

conflict with Greece. Most recognize that fourth king as Xerxes I, the husband of Esther. Xerxes was 

a great and mighty king. The power of Persia reached its pinnacle during his reign. But Xerxes is also 

remembered for invading Greece, only to be eventually defeated at the Battle of Salamis. This 

conflict began what would ultimately lead to the downfall of the Persian empire. There were 

several other lesser kings after Xerxes, but they are passed over in this prophecy, which moves on 

to the next significant ruler. 

The next ruler mentioned is the warrior king who would rule a vast empire, Alexander the Great. He 

died in 323 B.C. shortly after establishing an enormous empire which covered most of the then 

known world. 

We see next (as we saw in the vision in Daniel 8) that Alexander’s empire was then divided among 

his four generals. See vv. 4-5. 

Two of the four kingdoms that came out of Alexander’s empire were the kingdom of the Ptolemies, 

based in Egypt, and the kingdom of the Seleucids, based in Syria and Babylonia. From an Israelite 

perspective, the conflicts of these two dynasties—the kings of the South (the Ptolemies) and the 

kings of the North (the Seleucids)—were the most significant events in world history during the 

third and second centuries B.C. Remember, the history is from the perspective of God’s people and 

God’s purposes. So these events are at the heart of this chapter. 

See 11:6-8. “These predictions were fulfilled to the letter. Around 250 B.C., Ptolemy II (the king of 

the South) attempted to make peace with Antiochus II (the king of the North) by sending his 

daughter Berenice to marry him. The plan was that Antiochus would divorce his first wife, Laodice, 
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and disinherit her sons. Laodice discovered the plot, however, and she had Antiochus and Berenice 

poisoned, along with their young son. In the same year, Berenice’s father died in Egypt. He was 

succeeded by Berenice’s brother, “someone from her own family,” who then invaded the Seleucid 

kingdom and conquered its capital, Antioch, exactly as Daniel 11 had predicted” (Ian M. Duguid). 

That’s just one example. If you work your way through the chapter, you’ll see the same 

phenomenon repeated over and over again. 

Read Dan. 11:9-34. 

Well, my goal isn’t to give you a history lesson tonight with a bunch of dates and events. But I can 

tell you this: Daniel 11 refers, in a very specific, historical and identifiable way to thirteen of the 

sixteen rulers of these two kingdoms between 322 and 163 B.C. Amazing. But my goal here is to 

look at the flow of the events that are recorded here for us and to ask what the significance of the 

history was for Daniel (and for us). 

Let’s step back and take a general look. 

The First Phase—Wars and Rumours of Wars (vv. 5-20) 

What do we have in this section? It’s a seemingly endless sequence of grand conflicts and wars and 

politics, which never seems to reach an end. The balance of power ebbs back and forth between 

these two superpowers. For all these vast wealth and power, neither one of these superpowers is 

able to conquer the other. Nor are they able to live at peace with each other. Their best, most 

creative efforts to bring about unity through things like marriage are unsuccessful. 

And what does all this tell us about history? We have all these wars and rumours of wars and one 

human ruler and empire seeks to gain power by cunning or force. Yet, through it all, ruler after ruler 

comes and goes and in the end they accomplish what? Nothing! The balance of power may shift 

back and forth, but it never comes to a complete stop. 

So on the one hand, Daniel 11 shows us the fallen world chasing after the wind and never catching 

it. It’s all vanity, Solomon would say. 

But we’ve got to realize here that God’s people were caught up in this history. Some of the Jews 

were caught up in the conflict directly, seeking to take one side or the other, but without success. 

See 11:14. Others got caught up indirectly as the forces of one side or the other swept through 

Judah. See 11:16. 

Trials and Endurance 

Now why did Daniel need to hear all this? What was the purpose of sharing with him this history in 

advance? 
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The goal was to put the difficulties that the Jews were facing in 536 B.C. in perspective. There 

wasn’t anything unique about their trials and difficulties. The court intrigues that delayed the 

building of the temple in Jerusalem and the opposition they faced from powerful enemies were not 

just a temporary hiccup. It would be an ongoing feature of life in this fallen world. So the point? 

Don’t be surprised! Don’t be shocked as if this were something unexpected and out-of-control. God 

was and is still in control. None of this has taken him by surprise. 

Secondly, they shouldn’t be seeking to take measures into their own hands—as if by rising up 

against the authorities they could somehow bring about the establishment of God’s kingdom more 

quickly. They must be patient until God intervenes to set up his kingdom, and it would be a 

kingdom not of this world. 

It’s a good lesson for us, too. 

The kingdoms of this world often seem overwhelming in their power to do big things—a power that 

can easily intimidate Christians into a state of submission, or seduce them into trying to use the 

world’s power to do God’s work. Some Christians believe they can speed up the coming of God’s 

kingdom by achieving certain political goals. Yet, ultimately, the kingdoms of the world can neither 

destroy God’s work nor set it up. They are just tools in the hands of a sovereign God who is able to 

declare the end from the beginning because He alone controls the affairs of men and nations. 

Practically in our lives: we all experience times when our life seems to be caught up in a much 

larger conflict and we’re completely in over our heads. Our job is threatened when the company is 

closed down and there’s nothing we can do about it. External danger threatens us. Our health or 

the health of someone we love is threatened and there’s nothing we can do about it. We live in a 

big world and we are so small. 

In such times, we need to hold on firmly to the knowledge that all world events—from the greatest 

of them to the smallest, are not only known ahead of time to God, but are under his sovereign 

power to control. Even those actions that are done by evil men will eventually achieve the Lord’s 

holy and good purposes (Acts 4:27-28). He’s the first and the last; apart from Him there is no God. 

He alone can foretell the future because He holds it in His sovereign hand. See Isa. 44:6-7 again. 
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The Second Phase: Antiochus IV 

So after fifteen verses that cover the reigns of seven Seleucid kings over a period of around 150 

years, the next fifteen verses focus our attention on the reign of a single Seleucid king, Antiochus 

IV. We’ve heard his name before. 

See Dan. 11:21-23. 

Because we’ve talked about him before in Daniel chapter 8, we won’t look at these verses in great 

detail. He was a “contemptible person.” Verse 24: plundering Egypt, but with disastrous results. 

Meanwhile though, during Antioichus’ campaign in Egypt, rumours had been going around in Judah 

about his assassination. This led to an attempted uprising by the Jews (v. 28). 80,000 men, women 

and children were killed. The Jews were infuriated by the brutality of this ruler and what started as 

an insurrection turned into a full-fledge revolt, the Maccabean Revolt. 

Vv. 29-30: the Romans became involved in his dispute with Ptolomy VI and forced Antiochus to 

withdraw. When Antiochus returned through Palestine, he stormed Jerusalem and slaughtered 

many people. He set up a fortress for his troops there, banned Jewish practices like circumcision 

and eliminated the daily sacrifices in the temple. To really make things bad, he offered pig’s flesh on 

the altar and desecrated the Holy of Hollies and dedicated the temple to worship of Zeus (v. 31). 

Verse 33: some of the Jews caved in under the pressure and joined his forces, whole other resisted 

and were killed. 

The Third Phase: One Greater Than Antiochus 

Although things have been bad by this point, there is worse to come. 

See vv. 36-45. 

As we go through this vision towards the end of the prophecy, there’s the growing feeling on the 

part of many scholars that even while the vision focuses on the situation under Antiochus, it’s not 

just about him. Antiochus was powerful, able to “do as he pleased” (v. 36) up to a certain point, but 

throughout his reign the power of the Romans was far greater than his (as his retreat from Egypt 

made clear). When you get to v. 39, it seems clear that the focus is on one like, but greater than, 

Antiochus. Antiochus seems to form a model with which to compare the ultimate ruler. 

Also, vv. 40-45 do not seem to fit what we know about the death of Antiochus. So perhaps these 

verses are looking forward to a greater fulfilment that is yet to come. History will not come to an 

end, it seems, until the coming of another Antiochus-like king. 
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Believe, Resist, Teach, and Pray 

So what does this prophecy of the coming of the dark days of Antiochus IV and of another great 

Antiochus yet to come have to say to Daniel (and to us)? 

The goal of history is to put our lives into perspective. Is Daniel troubled by the real difficulties of 

his own day? Yes. The Lord responds by announcing that there are even more trying times yet to 

come. 

Are we troubled by the things that we face? Cheer up, they could easily be worse. In fact, we don’t 

even have to wait for the coming of that final Antiochus to find greater tribulation and distress than 

ours. In our day believers are being persecuted and their possessions are being plundered. Family 

members are being kidnapped and assaulted. Even today there are believers laying down their lives 

by the sword or by fire. If that is true, then what do we really have to complain about? 

But the point of Daniel 11 isn’t simply to make us ashamed of our grumbling because there are 

believers in far worse situations. It also wants to teach us how to live faithfully in the midst of the 

worst trials—lessons that are equally important, even in our lesser trials. 

Summary of these lessons: believe, resist, teach and pray. 

Believe: v. 32. Faith in God’s sovereign power is seen clearly in Dan. 11. Faith is the foundation and 

basis for all of our hope and all of our activity for God. History isn’t some group of random 

coincidences. Rather, it’s the account of the working of God’s hand to accomplish His purposes. We 

need to believe that. 

Resist: we are called to resist faithfully, even unto death. See v. 31-33. Sometimes resisting means 

literal martyrdom for the faith. But it is always a lifetime of faithfulness to God in a hostile 

environment. See Matt. 10:28. See also Dan. 11:35. 

Third, we are called to teach those around us. Others need to know that history has a goal and 

purpose that has been set by God and we are called to instruct them. See v. 33. This has 

implications for our witness. We are constantly surrounded by people whose thoughts are shaped 

entirely by their present reality rather than ultimate realities. Many of our friends and neighbours 

go through life with no thought for the final resurrection and the day when they will have to stand 

before God to give an account for their lives. Who is in a better position to speak to them about the 

power and sovereignty of God? How much of our conversation is “wise”? How much of it is just 

trivial foolishness? 

Fourth, we are to pray. The victory in this conflict is not won by the wise among God’s people 

overcoming the evil through their own strength. Rather, victory comes when the heavenly hosts 

rise up to deliver the saints (Dan. 12:1). Note the brackets that surround Dan. 11. Prayer is the 

revolutionary activity by which, weak, mortal creatures take their stand in the great cosmic battle 

and do their part to move heaven and earth towards God’s final victory. 
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Finally, realize that just as we say “all good things must come to an end,” all bad things must come 

to an end, too. Antiochus IV met his end a long time ago. Many others have come to take his place 

and they too have come and gone. Tyrants rise and fall. Empires come and go. But the Lord’s 

kingdom endures forever and with it, those who God has redeemed by His grace. 

Realize too that the saints will not endure because of their own faithfulness and suffering. Those 

who enter the heavenly gates only do so through the power of the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14). 

It’s because Christ suffered and died and has risen again that history has meaning and purpose. It’s 

because Christ has shed his blood for me that I can look forward to spending an eternity with him. 

The prospect of heaven is the answer to Satan’s temptations to compromise and despair. Set your 

mind on things above... 
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Endeavour Christian Gathering 

STUDIES IN DANIEL 

How Long, O Lord? (Daniel 12) 

According to Daniel 12, there are only two kinds of people in this world. Who are they? 

The two kinds of people are the wise and the wicked (12:10). Surprising? Not the pairing that we would 

normally put together. We tend to think that the opposite of wicked is what? (Righteous.) But here it is 

wisdom and understanding that distinguishes God’s people from the wicked. 

Regarding this wisdom, note that it’s not simply the pursuit of wisdom and understanding that marks out 

God’s people. See 12:4. See also Amos 8:11-12. The Lord was telling Daniel that people will seek for wisdom 

in all kinds of places, but they will not find it. They will go “here and there” looking for knowledge, when all 

the while it was right in front of their noses! God’s people know where to find true wisdom, while the 

wicked search for it in vain. 

Why is that? 

We’re told in Proverbs 1:7 that “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 

So it’s not because God’s Word is hidden away that people can’t find it. See v. 4 again. It’s not simply a 

matter of keeping these words secret. Rather, v. 4 is referring to the storing of this teaching safely for future 

generations of God’s people to read. God’s truth is often hidden in plain sight. The Bible displays its riches so 

clearly that the simplest believer can understand the message of the gospel, while the most brilliant 

unbelieving intellect reads the same words but fails to understand the truth. As a result, men and women go 

searching for spiritual insight in all manner of religious experiences and teachings, but fail to find it. God’s 

Word is the only source of true spiritual insight. The wise read it and understand who God is and what he is 

doing in the world. 

This stress on the wisdom and understanding and knowledge of God’s people is an important point for us to 

grasp too, because we live in an age that despises doctrine and plays down knowledge in favour of the claims 

of experience. In fact, when knowledge is talked about these days, in this post-modern era, people claim that 

all forms of spirituality are valid and that all truth is relative. Truth becomes whatever philosophy gives me 

that happiness that I desire. The idea of unique, authoritative truth revealed once and for all in God’s 

inspired Word, the Bible, goes right against our culture. 

Yet, Daniel is repeatedly told to be wise and to understand the things revealed to him by God and to teach 

those things to others (Dan. 11:33). We’re taught that such understanding will help both him and his hearers 

to stand firm in the midst of trials and challenges that come from living in a broken world. 

The wise know where to find true wisdom: in the objective standard of the revealed Word of God. 

Daniel 12:5-12 

Now note that true wisdom for living in a broken world is central to the two questions that are asked of God 

in this passage—one by the angel and one by Daniel himself. The two questions are essentially parallel 

because it seems Daniel asked his question because he didn’t understand the answer given to the angel. So, 
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taken together, the answers to the two questions unfold for us two aspects of living wisely in a broken 

world. The two questions? 

 How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled? 

 What will the outcome of all this be? 

How long? and How?  

1. How Long? 

The answer to this question has two parts. 

 It will be for “a time, times, and half a time” (Dan. 12:7) 

 It will be for 1290 days (Dan. 12:11) 

Broadly speaking, both of these terms can be used to describe periods that are around three and a half 

years. 

But what’s more significant here is the different terms that are used to describe the same time span. 

Remember what we said about the number seven? So three and a half times focuses on this period as half of 

seven times, which would be a complete period of judgement (Dan. 4:25). So in contrast to a complete 

period of judgement, this period of trials is limited and cut short in length. 

Then secondly, 1290 days focuses on the precision with which the period is measured. It’s exact. It’s not just 

a vague period of judgement, but one that is predetermined by God down to the very day when it will end. 

We can also take note that v. 12 adds 45 days to the 1290 day period and tells us that the saints will need to 

persevere all the way to the end of this longer period. Why add another 45 days? Adds more of a sense of 

mystery to the Lord’s timing and the need for faithful perseverance on the part of the saints, even when, 

according to human wisdom, God’s arrival seems to be overdue. Though the time for God to complete His 

work may seem to have come, His people will still have to wait patiently for the end. 

So, taken together, these numbers show us history as a whole as a time of judgment and trial. At the same 

time, they remind us that this time of trial is limited by God’s mercy. It’s a precise time. Its end is known to 

God, even though it’s a mystery to us. And we learn that we need to persevere, trusting God, until the very 

end. 

Application 

A. Remember that our struggle with trials in this broken world is limited by God’s mercy. 

Perhaps you’ve heard the common answer to the question: “How are you doing?” Answer: “Better than I 

deserve.” Now that can be said rather glibly, but on a deeper level, that answer is true for all of us, whatever 

our circumstances. We are always doing better than we deserve. Are you going through physical suffering? 

It’s far less than the physical suffering we deserve to experience in hell. So we’re doing better than we 

deserve, aren’t we? Are you frustrated by a lack of progress in your Christian life? Slow sanctification? We 

can say that whatever progress we see – it’s a gift of the Spirit in our hearts and we ought to be thankful for 

that. Even just noticing our sin and grieving about it is a gift of God. Are you saddened by damaged earthly 
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relationships? Nevertheless, through Christ we have peace with God, which is a gift far better than we will 

ever deserve. 

So no matter how challenging our lives may be, our trials are limited by God’s mercy. 

B. Remember that the timing of the exact end of our trials is known precisely to the Lord, even if, 

with all of our human knowledge and intellect, we can’t figure it out. 

God knows the end from the beginning. And if that’s true, then we need to trust Him. Trust that He will not 

put us through anything that’s unnecessary. Trust that He won’t keep us in suffering any longer than is 

necessary for our good and His glory, even when we can’t see the good ourselves. 

Example of a parent with children. We know that there are many, many occasions when we deliberately 

cause pain to our children for purposes that they cannot understand. Eg. vaccinations, dental work, etc. Our 

children often don’t understand these things, but we do them all the same, because it’s our responsibility as 

parents who love their children very much. 

In the same way, our heavenly Father brings trials into our lives and exposes us to the brokenness of this 

world for His good reasons and for exactly the right period of time. He knows what challenges are necessary 

to move his work forward in our hearts, and for how long they need to be applied. What is more, the right 

period of time for our trials to continue is the period that makes sense to Him, not to us, just as the right 

period of time for a dentist to drill is determined by him and not by the patient. The end will come when God 

is done with the process, not when we think it should be done. Yet, at the same time, when the end finally 

does arrive, the time of the end will be perfect for us, even though we cannot see how it should be so. 

C. Third application: our part in the face of all this is to persevere in faith and trust. 

What does a parent expect of a young child when they go to the dentist? Children don’t like the experience, 

but they do have to persevere with it. They are certainly allowed to cry and to look to their parent for 

reassurance. Yet at the same time, they also need to keep on sitting in the dentist’s chair because that’s 

where their father has put them. They must trust their father’s wisdom, even when they can’t possibly 

understand what is going on. 

In the same way, as we face things that we just can’t comprehend; as we live as broken people in this broken 

world, we don’t have to like these experiences, but we do have to persevere. We can cry out to our heavenly 

Father, “How long, O Lord?” We can look to Him for reassurance. Yet at the same time we also need to trust 

Him and persevere, seeking to obey Him in the midst of our pain, trusting that His wisdom is greater than 

ours. The things we experience – they don’t come from random chance and chaos but from our heavenly 

Father, who has fitted these trials to our needs, to shape us into the people He wants us to be. 
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Second question: 

2. How? 

Answer: the response the angel received is “when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to 

an end all these things would be finished” (v. 7). 

Now this ought to surprise us. Wouldn’t we expect it to end when the power of the wicked is finished, not 

the power of the holy people? 

Look at the elaboration given to Daniel:  

Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but the wicked shall act 

wickedly. Dan 12:10 (ESV) 

 
The angel told Daniel that there will be continuing persecution to purify and refine the wise and continuing 

wickedness on the part of the wicked. 

Even after the time when the temple sacrifices would come to an end and the abominating desolation would 

be established, there would continue to be trials. 

So we’re not seeing a Christianisation of the world here. The prerequisite for the end is not the final fixing of 

wickedness in the world, but rather, it’s the final breaking of the holy people’s strength. 

Let’s stop and let that sink in... 

That statement might seem like a paradox, but if you think about it, it is God’s usual pattern of working in 

this world. It’s always this movement of suffering to glory. The world is always focussed on strength and 

glory. You’ve got to have your “best life now”. But that kind of thing smells like smoke and comes from the 

pit of hell. If there’s anything we’ve learned from Daniel it’s that the lives of God’s people in this world will 

frequently be anything but “the best.” There are wars and rumours of wars, persecutions and trials, the 

temple in Jerusalem was to be desecrated all over again, the faithful would face the sword and so on (see 

Matt. 24 too). God’s wisdom is not the wisdom of the world, and in God’s wisdom the way in which we are 

cured of our brokenness is precisely through fiery trials. 

But we should make clear here – there is nothing intrinsically purifying about the trials themselves. The 

refiner’s fire doesn’t create the pure gold. The fire simply reveals it. And if what you put into the crucible is 

only dross – that’s all you’re going to get out of it. So too in Daniel 12:10, when those who are wise go 

through trials, they are “purified, made spotless and refined” by them, and yet, in the same circumstances, 

the wicked continue to be wicked. See it? 

So trials serve to reveal the difference between the wise and wicked. See 1 Peter 1:7. 

It’s mysterious: the trials that we face—trials that come from living in a fallen and broken world—refine our 

faith and show that our faith is real, making us fit for the presence of God. 
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The Spiritual Dimension 

See v. 6. 

Humans aren’t the only witnesses to these events. 

Not only is there a heavenly conflict going on that parallels our earthly struggles (as we saw in chapt. 10), but 

there’s also a heavenly audience watching earthly events play themselves out, waiting to see what happens 

next. 

What can angels learn from these things? 

Surely they can learn of the power of God’s grace that takes a flawed and broken people and sustains them 

through the overwhelming trials of life until we arrive safely at our heavenly home. Think about it: if God 

were to heal all our brokenness on this side of heaven, there would be no wondering in heaven over his 

patience and no awe at his mercy toward us. Who needs patience and long-suffering to persist with perfect 

creatures? Yet God, in his mercy, can take unmitigated dross like us and transform us into gold and the 

heavens can be astonished! 

So this age: a constant period of refining and testing. It’s a time of ongoing tribulation in which God’s grace 

sustains us to the end. 

But this age will be followed by another age – an age of glory and rest for those who have been found 

faithful. In the age to come, the wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens and those who lead many 

to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

See vv. 1-3. 

So there’s a rest, a real rest that awaited Daniel after his earthly work was done, and it awaits us as well. The 

key again, is persevering by faith, through God’s grace, doing the tasks He has set before us to do in this 

broken world. In that coming age, sin will be done away with and our guilt cleansed forever. In that coming 

age, all of our brokenness will be finally fixed, along with the brokenness in the creation. 

It’s interesting: the doctrine of the personal resurrection of the saints seems to find its clearest expression in 

the Old Testament, in this passage. And it’s not some philosophical make-believe concept. It’s real and it’s 

the answer to our continuing brokenness and it’s the basis for our perseverance. As Paul says in 1 

Corinthians, if there’s no resurrection from the dead, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

And, you know, people whose lives are working out well may not spend much time thinking about eternal 

things. But those who know and experience their brokenness and the brokenness in the world in which they 

live will delight to do so. They will have hearts that are constantly reaching out for the glorious inheritance 

that’s theirs in Christ Jesus. As our lives go on and we experience all of this, we become “homesick” for 

heaven. And when we see more clearly that this broken world is not enough, then our eyes turn more 

eagerly to what God has promised in the age to come.  

God has sworn it to us on oath (v. 7), and the One who lives forever cannot lie. 

How Will We Be Cured? 
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So how will we finally be cured of our brokenness? How will the broken world in which we live be restored to 

wholeness? 

Ultimately, it’s accomplished through God Himself taking on flesh in Jesus Christ and being broken for us. 

Go back to Antiochus IV. In the time of Antiochus IV, almost 400 years after Daniel’s vision, evil men 

abolished the sacrifices of the Jerusalem temple and defiled it. Like we saw last week, they burned pig flesh 

on the altar and dedicated the Holy of Holies to Zeus. It was certainly a desolating abomination—probably 

the greatest abomination up to that point in history. 

But certainly, the greatest abomination of all time was when wicked men laid hands on the Son of God, 

whose body was God’s new temple on earth (John 2:19-21). They desecrated that body, the flesh in which 

God’s own glory had come to dwell among us (John 1:14). They spat on his face and scourged his back until 

his flesh was broken and torn. They hung his body on a cross, the sight of a man who was exposed to the 

curse of God (Deut. 21:23). While he hung there, they mocked him. 

So was there ever a greater display of brokenness than that? Was there ever a greater display of brokenness 

than the cross? At the cross we see the brokenness of this fallen world that would take its own Creator and 

crucify him. In fact, he was so broken that he needed a stranger to carry his cross up to Golgotha, and then 

someone else to carry his lifeless corpse down again. Was there ever a greater display of weakness and 

brokenness than the cross? 

Yet the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of men. His brokenness is stronger than man’s strength. 

Why? Because the brokenness of God in our place is the way—the means—by which we, his broken people, 

are healed and restored. It’s through the brokenness of God that this fallen and ruined world will be set back 

to its former glory. On the cross Christ took our sin and brokenness on himself: he was wounded for our 

transgressions and beaten for our iniquities. The result of his death is our life and by his stripes we are 

healed. 

How Then Shall We Live? 

So here we are in a broken world. How then shall we live? As a broken people in a broken world, we need to 

recognize that we live in the time between the times. Like Daniel, we are called to go on our way and be 

faithful in the present in the tasks to which God has called us. 

But our brokenness must never be used as an excuse for giving up in the ongoing battle against sin. What are 

we to do according to 2 Thess. 3:13 and 1 Cor. 15:58? 

Finally, we must remember that the primary biblical image for the saints is not that of crusaders, but of 

martyrs. It’s not our task to come along on a white horse and save the world. That job belongs to Someone 

else (Rev. 19:11-16). The day is coming when Jesus will ride out to conquer and to recreate, a day when the 

kingdom of this world will become the kingdom of our God and His Christ (Rev. 11:15). In the meantime, our 

task as martyrs is simply to testify (in Greek: martyr (martus) = witness) to the Lord’s greatness and grace by 

our words and by our sufferings. As we cling to God in the midst of trials that we do not understand, we 

testify of God’s grace to a watching world and to the heavenly beings. 

And when that final trumpet sounds for us, bringing to an end our earthly conflict, then at last we too will 

hear our Redeemer say to us: 
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But go your way till the end. And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of 

the days.” Dan 12:13 (ESV) 

 
Another translation: “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the nd of the days you 

will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.” 

 

 

 

 

 


